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April 20, 2015 

Introduction 

Minnesotans generally see immigration as having a positive effect on the United States, and 
support continued immigration to Minnesota.  This study was conducted by the St. Cloud State 
University Survey Center in Fall 2015. 

The St. Cloud State University Survey Center is an ongoing survey research extension of St. 
Cloud State University.  Each fall, the SCSU Survey conducts a survey of adult Minnesotans 
about their perspectives on relevant political and social issues.  Among other issues, this year 
we asked respondents about immigration policy and their attitudes about specific groups of 
immigrants. 

Methods and Sampling Error 

The Fall 2015 St. Cloud State University Survey findings are based on telephone interviews with 
a representative sample of 623 (weighted) adults in Minnesota. The sample included both 
landline phones and cell phones. Interviews were conducted from October 12 to October 22, 
2015 at the St. Cloud State University Survey Lab. The sample was obtained from Survey Sampling 
International (SSI) of Fairfield, Connecticut. The margin of sampling error for the complete set of 
weighted data is ±4 percent (at the 95 percent confidence level). The margin of error for sub-
samples, such as party affiliation, is higher due to a smaller sample size. 

This is a brief summary of the methods used in the SCSU Fall Survey.  For a complete accounting 
of survey methods, survey questionnaire, and related reports, please consult the materials 
available on the St. Cloud State University Survey website, 
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/scsusurvey/.   

Immigration Question Highlights 

• Over 60% of Minnesotans believe immigrants have a positive or very positive effect on the 
United States. 

• Minnesotans have different levels of acceptance for immigrants of different ethnic groups.  
For instance, 55% of Minnesotans support the state continuing to welcome Somali 
immigrants, while 80% of Minnesotans support the state continuing to welcome Mexican 
immigrants. 

• There are significant and substantial differences in Minnesotans’ attitudes about 
immigrants and immigration between metro and out-state respondents, with metro 
residents demonstrating higher level of acceptance of immigrants. 
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• There are also important differences between Republican and Democratic respondents, 
with Republican respondents indicating less support for immigrants and immigration.  

Overall Attitude about immigrants and immigration 

Immigration questions 2015 

 

Over 60% of Minnesotans indicate that they believe that immigrants have a positive or very 
positive effect on the state, with 26% of respondents indicating that they believe immigrants 
have a negative or very negative effect on the state.   
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Fifty-six percent of out-state resident respondents indicated they believe immigrants have a 
very positive or somewhat positive effect on the United States, as compared to 70.5% of metro 
resident respondents. 

 

Eighty-four percent of immigrants or the children of immigrants indicated that they believe the 
effect of immigrants on the United States is positive, while 69% of those born in the United 
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States believe immigrants have a positive effect on the country (X2 < 0.05). There is no 
significant differences found between men’s and women’s perspectives on this question.   

Immigrants from different regions 

Overall, Minnesotans are supportive 
of immigration.  However, there are 
some differences in how Minnesotans 
perceive groups from different 
sending countries. 

Over 80% of Minnesotans support 
continuing to welcome immigrants 
from Mexico to Minnesota.  There is a 
statistically significant difference among different political parties, with levels of support at 90% 

for Democrats, 75% for Republicans 
and 82% for third party or 
independent voters. 

Repeating our study from 2014, we 
split the sample, asking one half 
about their attitudes regarding 
Mexican immigrants, and other half 
about their attitudes regarding 
Somali immigrants.  This allows us to 
better determine differences in 
attitudes about the two groups.    

As expected, we found that there is 
more support for continued 
immigration of Mexicans than of 
Somalis, 82% support versus 55%.  We 
attrubute this to the fact that Somali 
immigration is a more recent 
phenomenon in Minnesota than 
Mexican immigration.  However, these 
results are also consistent with an 
interpretation that race and religion are 
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also important factors in how immigrants are perceived. 

Political affiliation was also an important predictor in how respondents felt about immigration of 
different ethnic groups, with Republican respondents indicating lower support for both Mexican and 
Somali immigration.  Many national studies have found that women tend to have more support for 
immigration than do men, however there was no significant difference between genders found in this 
study. 
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Policies  

Respondents were asked about a variety of policies that have been suggested to decrease or 
control immigration.  All suggested policies were rejected by a majority of respondents.  
However, 85% of respondents did indicate support of one or more strengthened immigration 
control, with only 15% of respondents rejecting all policy options presented. 

 

Republicans and Democrats differed significantly on the extent to which they embraced these 
policy statements, with significantly more Republicans supporting increased controls or 
enforcement of immigration as compared to Democrats. 
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For additional information, please contact Dr. Sandrine Zerbib or Dr. Ann Finan, St. Cloud 
State University. 

320-308-1045 

sazerbib@stcloudstate.edu 

asfinan@stcloudstate.edu 
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