










Schedule of Events 

8:00 - 9:30 am 

9:30-11:30am 

11:30-12:00pm 

Thursday, February 28 

Arrival and Poster Set up 

Poster Session in Capitol Rotunda 

Conclusion and Certificate Distribution 

12:00pm- Evening Students can meet with Legislators 
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Economic Success Among Post 9/11 Veterans 
Ryan Bolduc 
Monica Garcia-Perez, Faculty Mentor 
St. Cloud State University 

The war on terror is officially the longest conflict in United States history. Starting on 
September 11, 200 I it is estimated that nearly 2 million men and women have returned to 
civilian life after having served on active duty. Using data from the American Community 
Survey (ACS) 20 I 6, this research paper examines the economic success of post 9/11 veterans 
when compared to their civilian counterparts. Economic success is defined as individual total 
income, income from wages, and college graduation. Empirical analysis shows that veterans, 
on average, have higher income from wages, higher total income, but are less likely to be a 
college graduate. With seemingly contradicting results it is still unclear whether being a 
veteran has a positive impact on economic success. 
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Ryan Bolduc grew up in Princeton, MN and was 
involved in both hockey and baseball and is happy to 
be back in his hometown coaching hockey for the third 
year. During his senior year of high school, Ryan 
enlisted in the Army Reserves. Ryan graduated from 
St. Cloud State University in December 2018 with a 
degree in Mathematical Economics and a minor in 
Military Science. Over his four years at St. Cloud State 
University he spent many hours with the ROTC 
program and has now commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant. As a Military Intelligence Officer, Ryan 
will head to Fort Huachuca, Arizona in March to 
complete Basic Officer Leadership Course and will 
graduate from that in July. His goal is to continue 
doing research on different career fields in both the 
public and private sectors and upon his return from 
training, he hopes to begin his job search. 

Holly Goodwin: I am a student at St 
Cloud State University pursuing a career 
in psychology. Originally, I am from 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. I am interested in 
continuing research in social isolation 
and mental health, as well as research 
regarding trauma. I currently conduct 
research with the faculty and staff in the 
SCSU Survey Center, which conducts 
phone interviews through Random Digit 
Dialing to gather data. 
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