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From my desk to yours: A message from the Provost 

Graduation: A Special Celebration at St. 
Cloud State University 
Good Morning Colleagues: 
  
As we complete the 2014-15 Academic Year it is important 
that we join our graduating students, their parents, relatives 
and friends in the special celebration of their 
accomplishments, and our accomplishments as members of 
the entire St. Cloud State community. I look forward to 
seeing you at the commencement exercise.  

Nearly four weeks into the Fall Semester, I spoke of the joy 
of seeing students and faculty, and all of the members of 
SCSU, actively engaged in the teaching and learning 
activities of the university. Now that we are four days into 
the exam week of the Spring Semester and a fortnight away 
from the conclusion of the 146th year of the founding of 
SCSU, I am sure it has been a satisfactory year of learning 
and engagement with our students. Summer months are 
approaching and the Minnesota lakes beckon your presence for recreation, rest and rejuvenation; 
take advantage of the many promises of the Minnesota springs and summers.  

As I conclude my appointment as Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, I 
leave wanting you to know that, despite the many challenges we have faced, it has been an 



enjoyable experience for Dorothy and me to meet and work with extremely creative and capable 
students, faculty and staff. Much has been accomplished and more needs to be done in the 
months and years to come. New programs have been developed. Outstanding accomplishments 
have been experienced in the classrooms, research facilities and in the community; nationally 
and internationally. There have been many firsts this year and the seeds of additional stellar 
results are to come. No challenge is to be considered to be insurmountable and the trends will 
continue to point upward. We have done it before; we will do it again. 

Once more, thank you for your special contributions to the success of our students and the 
informed understanding of our challenges and opportunities at the University. St. Cloud State 
University is a special place for all of the members of this diverse community. Continue your 
quest to make a significant difference! Your special efforts are greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 
Richard 

Ex3S 
 

Academic spotlights 
This semester, you won’t want to miss our Faculty Spotlights where we feature Jim Chen’s work 
with the Maverick IT Internship Program. Chen’s program allows students to practice their skills 
and receive real-world experience. You’ll also want to learn more about how Beth Berila is 
incorporating yoga practice and embodied learning into her classrooms.  
 
St. Cloud State’s commitment to learning expands beyond the walls of the classroom. See how 
Mary Clifford engaged with the St. Cloud Police Department and the St. Cloud community in 
her collaborative research project that evaluates local juvenile support groups. 
  
We know your heart and passion are with our students. Read about students in English 430/530 
who are applying their learning by creating infographics that meet university needs. You’ll also 
want read about senior Britta Brolin’s experiences as a volunteer mediator at South Jr. High 
School, and see how Ming Hu’s dedication and talent led to her achievements in a piano 
performance competition.  
  
If you would like to nominate a faculty member or student to be featured in an academic 
spotlight, please email acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu. 

 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?pubID=180&issueID=35846&storyID=44291
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?pubID=180&issueID=35954&storyID=44629
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?storyID=44382
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/story.aspx?pubID=181&issueID=35909&storyID=44493
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/story.aspx?storyID=44720
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/story.aspx?pubID=181&issueID=35991&storyID=44719
mailto:acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu


Kudos! Grants and Awards 
• St. Cloud State University was named as a “Top College and University” by Military 

Advanced Education based on the resources available for veterans and current members 
of the military. The criteria for being recognized are military culture, financial assistance, 
flexibility and support for service members and veterans. View St. Cloud State’s listing.  

• St. Cloud State also received recognition for the quality of its information assurance 
program. The university was recertified as a National Center for Academic Excellence in 
Information Assurance/Cyber Defense from the National Security Agency and the 
Department of Homeland Security. In addition to recertification, St. Cloud State received 
a $2.78 million award for student scholarships to train future cybersecurity professionals. 
Read more.   

• SCSU faculty and staff have received over $4 million in external grants and contract 
funding in the first half of the fiscal year. View the complete list of awards.  

• St. Cloud State University was recently named to the 2014 President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll in the categories of General Community Service and 
Interfaith Community Service. The President’s Higher Education Community Service 
Honor Roll recognizes institutions of higher education that support exemplary 
community service programs and raise the visibility of effective practices in campus 
community partnerships.  

• Congratulations to the St. Cloud State Collegiate DECA team for their accomplishments 
at the 2015 Minnesota DECA Career Development Conference and the 2014-2015 
Collegiate DECA Recognition awards! View the award listings for Collegiate DECA 
Recognition Awards and the Minnesota DECA Conference.  

• Student broadcasters for St. Cloud State’s UTVS TV and Husky Productions earned 
seven Regional Student Production Awards at the National Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences Upper Midwest chapter awards banquet! Read more.  

 

Updates and announcements 
• Information and updates on the Program Portfolio Management and Resource Allocation 

initiative can be found on the SharePoint site (log-in required).  

http://www.kmimediagroup.com/maedir2015d/school-information
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/cose/news-events/story.aspx?storyID=44200
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/osp/documents/JulytoDec2014AwardedFinal.pdf
http://www.decadirect.org/March-2015/Collegiate-DECA-2014-2015-Recognition-Award-Winners/
http://www.decadirect.org/March-2015/Collegiate-DECA-2014-2015-Recognition-Award-Winners/
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/hbs/about/news.asp?storyID=44426
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/news/newsrelease/default.aspx?type=S&pubid=3&issueID=35976&storyID=44678&SIimageID=16360
https://myscsu.stcloudstate.edu/sites/Provost/PPMRASG/_layouts/15/start.aspx%23/SitePages/Home.aspx


• Please consider attending the Commencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 9. 
Commencement is a great time to celebrate student achievement and the influence you've 
had on students as teachers and mentors.   

• Don't forget: the deadline for reporting grades is Thursday, May 14! Enjoy the final 
weeks of the semester! 

  

 
Please email academicaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu if you have any comments, 
questions, or concerns about this newsletter or the Academic Affairs website. 
Copyright © 2014 St. Cloud State University. 
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