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From my desk to yours: A message from the Provost 

Student Success: Retention and 
Persistence to Graduation 
Good Morning Colleagues: 

Fall semester is always filled with energy, enthusiasm, 
and a renewed sense of purpose. I find it exciting to be 
among the students as they bring our campus 
community to life; motivating to talk with our faculty 
and learn about classroom activities; and inspiring as 
we work together, each day, to make the world a 
better place. 

We started the 2014-15 academic year with great 
momentum. It is this very momentum I am relying on 
to help us grow our way out of the challenges we 
currently face. One such challenge is student success 
- as defined by student retention and graduation rates. 
The current retention rate for the transition from 
freshman to sophomore status of approximately 70% 
and the average six year graduation rate of about 49% 
for the past five years, are simply not acceptable. It is 
imperative that we do much more to improve student success.  Increasing retention and 
graduation rates must be addressed by the entire SCSU community if these indicators 
of student success are to increase. It means both you and I are responsible to 
champion this change. 

We must work together to implement a retention plan that leads to successful outcomes 
for all of our students. We will continue to tap the expertise of our Student Relations 
Coordinators, Student Success Committee, University College staff, counselors, faculty, 
and academic advisors to help guide our students. But it will take more than that. 



Meeting this goal requires dedication and focused effort from every person in our 
campus community, every day. You make the difference. 

The Student Success Committee is currently developing strategies and action plans to 
improve student learning, retention, and progress toward graduation. We have already 
engaged in numerous successful actions that are expected to result in increased 
persistence and graduation rates. We will do more.  Your creativity, innovation, and 
commitment are needed and appreciated. Your dedication to engaging our students in 
our learning community is extremely important. 

Student success is impacted by every activity within our community. Thank you, in 
advance, for your commitment to working together to create a caring and nurturing 
environment for our students. I am looking forward to celebrating with you improved 
student success at SCSU. 

Richard 

Ex3S 
 

Academic spotlights 
This month, you won’t want to miss the Faculty Academic Spotlights where we feature 
the laboratory-based active learning project work of Dr. Louise Mills, the data 
visualization poster project of Professor Keith Christensen, and the virtual-thinking Lego 
exercise of Dr. Adesegun Oyedele. 

We know your heart and passion are with our students. Read about Intana Chanthirath, 
our Biophysics major, who is working in our Phytoplankton Lab and Bao Lee, our 
graduate student, who has a passion for mentoring.  Both have benefitted from the 
strong education, guidance and encouragement from our faculty. 

If you would like to nominate a faculty member or student to be featured in a spotlight, 
please email acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu. 
  

 

Updates and announcements 
• We’d like to hear from you! If you have visited the new Academic Affairs website, 

please take the time to fill out this two-minute questionnaire. We appreciate your 
responses thus far and look forward to reading those to come. 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?storyID=43179
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?storyID=43181
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?storyID=43180
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/story.aspx?storyID=43183
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/story.aspx?storyID=43182
mailto:acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu
https://stcloudstate.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_2oBlvMlpgHVXfSt


• The Office of Academic Affairs, in conjunction with Brenda Wentworth, Faculty 
Association University Curriculum Committee chair, is pleased to announce the 
launch of the electronic curriculum approval process: Curriculum Navigator! Read 
more. 

• Sabbatical Applications for the 2015-2016 academic year must be submitted to 
the Office of Academic Affairs by 4:30pm on Monday, November 3, 2014. 
Application forms can be found here. Please direct any questions regarding the 
process to Greta Abel at 320.308.4909 or gmabel@stcloudstate.edu. 

  
 
Please email academicaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu if you have any comments, 
questions, or concerns about this newsletter or the Academic Affairs website. 
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