
HAZWOPER – 24 hour vs. 40 hour training – according to the statute 

 

1910.120(e)(3)(i)  

General site workers (such as equipment operators, general laborers and supervisory personnel) 
engaged in hazardous substance removal or other activities which expose or potentially expose 
workers to hazardous substances and health hazards shall receive a minimum of 40 hours of 
instruction off the site, and a minimum of three days actual field experience under the direct 
supervision of a trained experienced supervisor. 

1910.120(e)(3)(ii)  

Workers on site only occasionally for a specific limited task (such as, but not limited to, ground 
water monitoring, land surveying, or geophysical surveying) and who are unlikely to be exposed 
over permissible exposure limits and published exposure limits shall receive a minimum of 24 
hours of instruction off the site, and the minimum of one day actual field experience under the 
direct supervision of a trained, experienced supervisor. 

1910.120(e)(3)(iii)  

Workers regularly on site who work in areas which have been monitored and fully characterized 
indicating that exposures are under permissible exposure limits and published exposure limits 
where respirators are not necessary, and the characterization indicates that there are no health 
hazards or the possibility of an emergency developing, shall receive a minimum of 24 hours of 
instruction off the site, and the minimum of one day actual field experience under the direct 
supervision of a trained, experienced supervisor. 

1910.120(e)(3)(iv)  

Workers with 24 hours of training who are covered by paragraphs (e)(3)(ii) and (e)(3)(iii) of 
this section, and who become general site workers or who are required to wear respirators, 
shall have the additional 16 hours and two days of training necessary to total the training 
specified in paragraph (e)(3)(i).  

1910.120(e)(4)  

Management and supervisor training. On-site management and supervisors directly responsible 
for, or who supervise employees engaged in, hazardous waste operations shall receive 40 
hours initial training, and three days of supervised field experience (the training may be 
reduced to 24 hours and one day if the only area of their responsibility is employees covered 
by paragraphs (e)(3)(ii) and (e)(3)(iii)) and at least eight additional hours of specialized training 
at the time of job assignment on such topics as, but not limited to, the employer's safety and 
health program and the associated employee training program, personal protective equipment 
program, spill containment program, and health hazard monitoring procedure and techniques. 
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