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Engage  
as a student

 » Formally declare your major and minor
 »Meet with your advisors at least once a 
semester
 » Attend the Sociology Open House each 
semester to learn about the classes offered 
next semester and network with other 
Sociology students and professors

 » Conduct a self-assessment to determine 
your career interests
 » Finalize your minor
 » Seriously consider adding a foreign 
language to your program of study
 » Complete LEP program
 » Apply for Sociology scholarships that you 
are eligible for using Husky Scholarships on 
the SCSU webpage
 » Consider adding a service learning class
 » Attend meetings and events from the SOC 
Club

 »Go through the graduation checklist with 
your Sociology Advisor
 »Present your class work or community 
engagement work at the SCSU Huskies 
Showcase
 » Consider joining a professional sociological 
organization like the Sociologists of 
Minnesota or the Midwest Sociological 
Society
 » Consider working with a Sociology 
professor on a research or community 
project

 »Present at a professional conference such as 
the Sociologists of Minnesota or the Midwest 
Sociological Society
 » Consider tutoring opportunities in Sociology 
Statistics and Introduction to Sociology
 » Submit your work to one of the many 
paper or poster competitions hosted by 
professional Sociological organziations
 » Consider collaborating with a Sociology 
professor on a research presentation or 
publication

Engage  
your campus

 »Become an active member in the Sociology 
student organization, Students Organized 
for Change
 »Explore other student organizations that you 
might find interesting and fun
 » Attend campus events such as lecture series, 
films, cultural nights, entertainment events, 
etc.

 » Consider getting involved with the SCSU 
Survey Center as a caller or student director
 »Get connected to cultural, identity, or social 
justice organizations on campus

Such as the Women’s Center, the 
LGBT Center, the Multicultural 
Resources Center, or particular cultural 
organizations, OPAA, etc.

 » Consider beginning to take on leadership 
positions in the SOC Club or other student 
organizations

 » Continue to take leadership positions in 
campus organizations
 »Mentor and guide the transition of leadership 
in student organizations as you prepare for 
graduation

Engage  
your 
communities

 »Get to know the St. Cloud and Central 
Minnesota community

visit the St. Cloud Times website to learn 
about local news issues, attend the many 
events over at Lake George, explore the 
great outdoor recreational opportunities 
through SCSU Outdoor rec and our local 
parks

 »Get involved in a community organization 
outside of the University
 » Visit the Volunteer Fair on campus in the fall 
and find an opportunity to connect with a 
community organization

 » Attend and participate in a community 
event
 » Volunteer with a community organization 
or at a community event
 »Participate in the SCSU Day of Service at 
the beginning of each semester

 »Engage in a community change project 
that utilizes your skills and insights as a 
Sociology student

Such as the Greater Minnesota Worker 
Center, the SCSU Community Garden, 
and the Central Minnesota Sustainability 
Project

Engage  
in career 
planning

 » Talk to your advisor about the kinds of jobs 
that people with a Sociology degree can have
 » Take a look at the SCSU Sociology website 
and explore the career stories posted there

 »Explore internship options
 » Volunteer with organizations related to your 
interests
 » Complete a career assessment through 
classes with the Career Center
 »Explore part-time or summer jobs that 
support your sociology career interests, or 
help you connect with populations of which 
you are interested

 »Explore sociology-related career options
Attend on-campus career fairs, diversity 
job fair

 » Conduct informational interviews with 
professionals in positions that are of 
interest to you
 »Explore sociology internship options
 » Consider graduate school fields and 
specific programs
 » Visit the Career Center to conduct mock job 
interviews and a resume review

 »Prepare a final polished resume and portfolio
 » Apply for various professional positions 
related to sociology
 » In the fall, submit graduate school 
applications
 » Complete an internship
 » Attend sociological professional conferences 
and participate in associated career fairs
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APSOCIOLOGY / BACHELOR OF ARTS
You will learn a lot in your studies at SCSU, and we want you to  start 
thinking about your future NOW! This map offers suggestions on what to 
consider along the way to best prepare you for your future and the skills 
sought by employers and professionals. They are suggestions — you 
don’t have to complete them all. The map will help you, however, keep 
track of those experiences and opportunities that prepare you for your 
first job, starting a business or studio, or preparing for graduate school. 
It will also help you think about the many career possibilities and 
options that lie ahead.

You will find links to information, offices, support centers, student 
assistance professionals, and other help embedded in the map. SCSU 
has many support services available to students, and these will help you 
communicate with and locate those services.
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SOCIOLOGY /  
GETTING TO KNOW THE DEGREE

Results from a 2015 National Association of Colleges and 
Employers survey asks hiring managers what they seek most 
when hiring new college graduates:

 » The ability to:
 – work in a team structure
 – make decisions and solve problems (tie)
 – communicate verbally with people inside and outside an 

organization
 – plan, organize and prioritize work
 – obtain and process information
 – analyze quantitative data
 – create and/or edit written reports
 – sell and influence others

 » Technical knowledge related to the job
 » Proficiency with computer software programs

A 2013 American Association of College and Universities 
(AAC&U) survey of Employers reports:

 » INNOVATION A PRIORITY: 95% report giving hiring preference to 
college graduates with skills that enable them to contribute to 
innovation in the workplace.

 » IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAJOR: 93% say that a, “Demonstrated 
capacity to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex 
problems is more important than a candidate’s undergraduate 
major.”

 » BROAD LEARNING IS EXPECTED: 80% agree that, regardless of their 
major, all college students should acquire broad knowledge in the 
liberal arts and sciences.

 » STUDENTS NEED LIBERAL AND APPLIED LEARNING: Employers 
strongly endorse educational practices that involve students in 
active, effortful work — practices including collaborative problem 
solving, research, internships, senior projects, and community 
engagements.

 » E-PORTFOLIOS WOULD ADD VALUE: 83% say an electronic portfolio 
would be useful to indicate that job applicants have the knowledge 
and skills they need to succeed.

    

What do employers want  
and what skills do they seek?

Sociology is the study of social behavior or society.

As a Sociology student, you will learn about sociological approaches 
to thinking about social change, social well-being, and social justice 
at the local, regional, and global scale. The Sociology faculty are 
committed to teaching and conducting research on the pressing social 
issues of our time.

Our curriculum enables students to learn valuable analytical, 
methodological, critical thinking, and communication skills, which are 
valuable in today’s workforce.

DEGREE OPTIONS:    Updated: 8/16/19

Bachelor of Arts (36 credits) - Minor or 1 yr of foreign language required
Bachelor of Arts: Critical Applied Sociology (45 credits) - no minor required
Minor (21 credits)

COURSE AND PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
Admission requirements: GPA 2.0
All core classes must be passed with a C or higher grade.

Critical Applied Sociology core classes: SOC 111 or SOC 160; SOC 201, SOC 
302, SOC 365; SOC 303, SOC 304, SOC 498; SOC 456 or SOC 460; SOC 444; 
SOC 480
General Sociology core classes: SOC 111 or SOC 160, SOC 201, SOC 302, SOC 
303, SOC 304, SOC 488.

WHAT WILL I LEARN STUDYING SOCIOLOGY?
A bachelor’s degree in Sociology is excellent preparation for future graduate 
work in sociology in order to become a professor, researcher, or applied 
sociologist.

The undergraduate degree provides a strong liberal arts preparation 
for entry level positions throughout the business, social service, and 
government worlds. Employers look for people with the skills that an 
undergraduate education in sociology provides.

Since its subject matter is intrinsically fascinating, sociology offers valuable 
preparation for careers in journalism, politics, public relations, business, or 
public administration — fields that involve investigative skills and working 
with diverse groups.

Many students choose Sociology because they see it as a broad Liberal 
Arts base for professions such as law, education, medicine, social work, 
and counseling. Sociology provides a rich fund of knowledge that directly 
pertains to each of these fields.

WHERE WILL THIS DEGREE TAKE ME?
Sociology is a liberal arts major that provides skills and knowledge that 
transfer to a wide variety of careers and career directions. Our alumni report 
starting their careers with jobs or graduate education in the following fields, 
among others:

 » Sociologist
 » Family Caseworker
 » Child Care Administrator
 » Clergy/Missionary Worker
 » Parole/Probation Officer
 » Public Policy/Public Affairs
 » Crisis Intervention
 » Non-Profit Management
 » Marketing
 » Entrepreneur

UNLEASHPURPOS…


