
YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4

Engage  
as a student

 »Get into philosophy through PHIL 112 or 
PHIL 116

 »Delve into the history of philosophy 
through PHIL 251 and PHIL 252

 »Meet with your advisor to discuss your 
Philosophy portfolio
 » Apply for Philosophy scholarships

 »Work with your advisor to complete a 
philosophy portfolio

Engage  
your campus

 »Participate in activities from the 
Philosophical Society
 » Attend a Philosophy Department Colloquium

 » Attend and/or organize activities of the 
Philosophical Society
 » Attend Philosophy Department Colloquia

 » Submit a paper to the Philosophy 
Department’s Essay Contest

 » Submit a paper to the Minnesota 
Philosophical Society Undergraduate 
Conference

Engage  
your 
communities

 »Engage with a philosophy blog or online 
community

 »Work as a tutor for PHIL 194
 » Study abroad

 »Get involved with community 
organizations that connect your 
philosophical interests with community 
action
 » Talk with Philosophy faculty to discuss 
opportunities

 » Start your own philosophy blog or online 
community
 »Organize you own community action dictated 
by your philosophical commitments

Engage  
in career 
planning

 » Learn about the practical value of philosophy  » Talk with graduating students about future 
plans
 » Talk with your advisor about what SCSU 
Philosophy graduates are doing now

 »Make an appointment with Career Services 
Center to develop a resume
 » Attend a job fair on campus and/or meet 
with your advisor about graduate school

 » Attend a professional development workshop
 »Prepare for graduate school

Take the LSAT/GR…, request letters of 
recommendation
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APPHILOSOPHY / BACHELOR OF ARTS
You will learn a lot in your studies at SCSU, and we want you to  start 
thinking about your future NOW! This map offers suggestions on what to 
consider along the way to best prepare you for your future and the skills 
sought by employers and professionals. They are suggestions — you 
don’t have to complete them all. The map will help you, however, keep 
track of those experiences and opportunities that prepare you for your 
first job, starting a business or studio, or preparing for graduate school. 
It will also help you think about the many career possibilities and 
options that lie ahead.

You will find links to information, offices, support centers, student 
assistance professionals, and other help embedded in the map. SCSU 
has many support services available to students, and these will help you 
communicate with and locate those services.
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GETTING TO KNOW THE DEGREE

Results from a 2015 National Association of Colleges and 
Employers survey asks hiring managers what they seek most 
when hiring new college graduates:

 » The ability to:
 – work in a team structure
 – make decisions and solve problems (tie)
 – communicate verbally with people inside and outside an 

organization
 – plan, organize and prioritize work
 – obtain and process information
 – analyze quantitative data
 – create and/or edit written reports
 – sell and influence others

 » Technical knowledge related to the job
 » Proficiency with computer software programs

A 2015 American Association of College and Universities 
(AAC&U) survey of Employers reports:

 » INNOVATION A PRIORITY: 95% report giving hiring preference to 
college graduates with skills that enable them to contribute to 
innovation in the workplace.

 » IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAJOR: 91% say that a, “Demonstrated 
capacity to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex 
problems is more important than a candidate’s undergraduate 
major.”

 » BROAD LEARNING IS EXPECTED: Employers place the greatest 
priority on a demonstrated proficiency in skills and knowledge that 
cut across majors, with written and oral communication, teamwork 
skills, ethical decision making, critical thinking, and the ability 
to apply knowledge in real-world settings among the most highly 
valued.

 » STUDENTS NEED LIBERAL AND APPLIED LEARNING: 96% agree that, 
“All college students should have experiences that teach them how 
to solve problems with people whose views are different from their 
own.”

 » E-PORTFOLIOS WOULD ADD VALUE: 83% say an electronic portfolio 
would be useful to indicate that job applicants have the knowledge 
and skills they need to succeed.

    

What do employers want  
and what skills do they seek?

Philosophy is concerned with questions that are difficult to answer, 
yet fundamentally important. Nearly all of us want our actions to be 
good, our beliefs to be reasonable, and our government to be just, but 
how do we know what is good, reasonable, and just?

As a Philosophy student, you will gain an increased awareness of 
these issues, which pervade human life and helps establish a life-
long attitude of reflection. We believe that each person’s life can be 
enhanced and enriched by engaging in philosophical reflection.

DEGREE OPTIONS:    Updated: 3/12/19

Bachelor of Arts (39 credits)
Bachelor of Arts: Interdisciplinary Philosophy (36 credits)
Minor (18 credits)
Minor: Interdisciplinary Philosophy (18 credits)
Minor: Ethics (18 credits)

COURSE AND PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
Our students compete in an essay contest judged by the Philosophy 
Department every spring, and frequently present their work at the 
Minnesota Philosophical Society Undergraduate Conference. The 
Interdisciplinary major and minor provide unique ways for students to 
connect philosophical inquiry to other fields of interest, while the ethics 
minor focuses students’ study on theoretical and applied problems in areas 
such as environmental ethics, global justice, and bioethics.

WHAT WILL I LEARN STUDYING PHILOSOPHY?
Philosophy can be defined as critical thinking about areas of fundamental 
human concern. The skills learned in philosophical inquiry — analysis of 
complex arguments and problems, close reading skills, and problem 
solving — translate well outside of philosophy, and makes our students 
successful in pursuing employment and graduate study.

WHERE WILL THIS DEGREE TAKE ME?
Philosophy is a liberal arts major that provides skills and knowledge that 
transfer to a wide variety of careers and career directions. Our alumni report 
starting their careers with jobs or graduate education in the following fields, 
among others:

 » USDA
 » Best Vendors Management
 » St. Paul Public School District
 » DEED
 » Ford
 » Law
 » Philosophy

UNLEASHPURPOS…


