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Engage  
as a student

 » Develop ways of getting organized
 » Pursue your interests in considering your 
likely major and minor
 » Use classes and group activities to find 
friends and shared interests

 » Start the habit of collecting your 
writing and best work, with backups 
electronically and on paper

 » Begin building a portfolio 
 » Build understanding of what works 
for your own wellness — sleep, work/
life balance

 » Note credit requirements in 300- 
and 400-level coursework and total 
credits to graduate (120)
 » Finalize academic plans
 » Emphasize skill-building in research 
and/or creative activity

 » Apply to graduate
 » Complete remaining requirements for 
major and minor

Engage  
your 
campus

 » Join student organizations and/or clubs
Creative Writing Club, …educators 
Club, Video Game Design

 » Build relationships
 » Attend speaker events and guest lectures
 » Apply for scholarships each February

 » Attend speaker events and guest 
lectures
 » Consider joining student government
 » Practice writing and editing 
throughout your college years by 
contributing to a campus literary 
journal, Kaleidoscope or Harvest, or 
by working for KVSC or The University 
Chronicle

 » Attend speaker events and guest 
lectures
 » Find opportunities to practice 
leadership and talking in front of 
others
 » Present at the Huskies Showcase, 
Student Research Colloquium

 » Attend speaker events and guest 
lectures
 » Lead and/or organize in classes and 
organizations
 » Present at the Huskies Showcase, 
Student Research Colloquium or other 
practice conferences

Engage  
your 
communities

 » Think ahead to what study abroad you 
could fit into your college years
 » Consider which languages other than 
English you could use and study

 » Attend campus cultural nights and 
other events

 » Look for opportunities to tutor, such 
as with the Intensive English Center, 
writing center
 » Volunteer: Huskies Connect now 
enables you to build a record of 
activities online
 » Seek out a course with a service-
learning component
 » “Practice collaborating on websites or 
blogs, or start building your own for 
career or creative preparation”

 » Look for off-campus leadership 
experience such as at your workplace
 » Look for opportunities to tutor, such as 
with the Intensive English Center,  or 
writing center
 » Volunteer
 » Study abroad and/or expand your 
international experience

 » Join a regional or national professional 
organization in your likely field, career or 
profession
 » Volunteer

Engage  
in career 
planning

 » Look for possible mentors
 » Check out the Career Center website, 
starting with the Explore Careers link
 » Take a skills inventory self-test to open 
up career options
 » Develop your habits of writing and 
reading extensively to practice 
engaging and knowing the world

 » Visit Career Services and sign up
 » Attend career fairs
 » Practice making connections through 
shared work/experiences and keep 
networking
 » Make building your resume a habit
 » Look for opportunities to lead and serve

 » Keep your resume updated with 
details:

Job duties, specific dates, all 
accomplishments

 » If thinking of going on to graduate or 
professional school, identify avenues 
and review requirements
 » Consult mentors
 » Create a LinkedIn profile
 » Investigate internship opportunities

 » Attend resume advising session from 
Career Services
 » Attend job fairs
 » Utilitze Career Services’ resources: Mock 
interviews, Advising sessions with 
employers
 » Complete internship(s)
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ENGLISH / BACHELOR OF ARTS & BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
You will learn a lot in your studies at SCSU, and we want you to  
start thinking about your future NOW! This map offers suggestions 
on what to consider along the way to best prepare you for your 
future and the skills sought by employers and professionals. They 
are suggestions — you don’t have to complete them all. The 
map will help you, however, keep track of those experiences and 
opportunities that prepare you for your first job, or preparing for 
graduate school. It will also help you think about the many career 
possibilities and options that lie ahead.

You will find links to information, offices, support centers, student 
assistance professionals, and other help embedded in the map. SCSU 
has many support services available to students, and these will help you 
communicate with and locate those services.
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ENGLISH /  
GETTING TO KNOW THE DEGREE

Results from a 2015 National Association of Colleges and 
Employers survey asks hiring managers what they seek most 
when hiring new college graduates:
 » The ability to:

 – work in a team structure
 – make decisions and solve problems (tie)
 – communicate verbally with people inside and outside an 

organization
 – plan, organize and prioritize work
 – obtain and process information
 – analyze quantitative data
 – create and/or edit written reports
 – sell and influence others

 » Technical knowledge related to the job
 » Proficiency with computer software programs

A 2015 American Association of College and Universities 
(AAC&U) survey of Employers reports:

 » INNOVATION A PRIORITY: 95% report giving hiring 
preference to college graduates with skills that enable them 
to contribute to innovation in the workplace.

 » IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAJOR: 91% say that a, 
“Demonstrated capacity to think critically, communicate 
clearly, and solve complex problems is more important than 
a candidate’s undergraduate major.”

 » BROAD LEARNING IS EXPECTED: Employers place the 
greatest priority on a demonstrated proficiency in skills and 
knowledge that cut across majors, with written and oral 
communication, teamwork skills, ethical decision making, 
critical thinking, and the ability to apply knowledge in real-
world settings among the most highly valued.

 » STUDENTS NEED LIBERAL AND APPLIED LEARNING: 96% 
agree that, “All college students should have experiences 
that teach them how to solve problems with people whose 
views are different from their own.”

 » E-PORTFOLIOS WOULD ADD VALUE: 83% say an electronic 
portfolio would be useful to indicate that job applicants 
have the knowledge and skills they need to succeed.

    

What do employers want  
and what skills do they seek?

English majors who graduate from our program are extremely 
strong analytical and creative writers. After building a 
community at SCSU around exploring the world through 
language, they report back to faculty here on the enormous 
range of opportunities that an English major has opened 
for them. Their futures include web-based employment, 
teaching — sometimes abroad, publishing either their own 
work or as a career, and many other enterprises, including 
starting their own businesses. English graduates often 
take on administrative roles because of their capabilities in 

DEGREE OPTIONS:    Updated: 8/16/19

Bachelor of Arts: English Studies (40 credits)
Bachelor of Arts: Linguistics (40 credits)
Bachelor of Arts: Literature (45 credits)
Bachelor of Arts: Professional Writing, Media and Rhetoric (40 credits)
Bachelor of Science: Communication Arts and Literature (51 credits)
Minors: Teaching English as a Second Language (24 credits); English Studies 
(19 credits); Creative Writing (18-21 credits), Linguistics (16 credits); 
Rhetoric and Writing (17-20 credits)

COURSE AND PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
English majors can enroll in a wide range of programs or they may 
combine fields within English Studies.

WHAT WILL I LEARN STUDYING ENGLISH?
English majors learn skills that employers want. Many studies have 
shown that employers seek candidates who can communicate 
effectively, learn quickly, think critically and flexibly, have empathy, 
view situations from multiple perspectives, and can collaborate 
in meaningful ways. These are the core skills associated with our 
English programs.

Students will be able to:
 » Write and speak clearly, effectively, persuasively, and with a 

strong sense of audience
 » Research effectively and efficiently and present the results of 

research clearly and in a professional manner
 » Understand the importance of context in the analysis of textual 

and digitial artifacts
 » Respond critically and creatively to different rhetorical situations
 » Respectfully engage with those holding different views
 » Collaborate and empathize
 » Build knowledge extensively through reading, interpretation, and 

critical analysis

WHERE WILL THIS DEGREE TAKE ME?
English is a liberal arts major that provides skills and knowledge 
that transfer to a wide variety of careers and career directions. Our 
alumni report starting their careers with jobs or graduate education 
in the following fields, among others:
 » Writing/Publishing/Editing for any Field, any Industry
 » Training, Adminstrating, Directing for any Field, any Industry
 » Teaching English as a Second or Other Language
 » Non-Profits; Government Agencies
 » Publishing and Journalism; Web Publishing and Communications
 » Social Media Communications
 » Public Relations, Advertising, Marketing
 » Education
 » Law
 » Public and Private Libraries
 » Arts Management
 » Political Organizing, Activism
 » Human Resources
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