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Engage  
as a student

 » Visit Area Learning Center
 » Take CMST 192 & CMST 200
 »Begin LEP classes
 » Visit Center for International Studies

 » Take CMST 200-level courses
 » Complete LEP
 » Select a major/minor
 »Meet with a faculty advisor

 » Take CMST 300-level courses
 » Take an internship in spring or summer

Take CMST 341 or CMST 441
 »Plan for graduation

 » Take CMST 400-level courses
 »Research with faculty
 » Take an internship fall semester
 » Apply for graduation

Engage  
your campus

 »Use Involvement Transcript - Huskies 
Connect
 » Join Comm Club, Performance Studies 
Club, Forensics Speech/Debate, or Conflict 
Resolution Services for Students
 » Attend CMST performance(s)
 » Attend events sponsored by other student 
clubs
 » Attend Gear Up

 » Seek junior leadership position in a club
 »Run a Comm Club event
 »Do a CMST performance(s)
 »Produce a performance night
 »Mediate a conflict

 »Become an officer in a club  »Be an officer in a club/mentor new members

Engage  
your 
communities

 » Attend a festival at Lake George or on 
campus
 » Attend cultural night on campus
 » Attend sporting event

 » Volunteer on or off campus; use your 
communication expertise
 » Study abroad

 » Volunteer on or off campus; use your 
communication expertise
 » Study abroad

 » Volunteer on or off campus; use your 
communication expertise
 » Join a professional organization

Engage  
in career 
planning

 »Do a self-assessment/take career battery 
test
 » Learn about minors
 » Visit Mainstreet/Side Street

 »Explore possible careers
Talk with your advisor about careers in 
your discipline

 »Go on informational interview or job shadow
 »Develop LinkedIn profile
 »Get a part-time job

 »Gain experience
Volunteer, join an organization, and/
or work 

 »Write a resume/cover letter
 » Attend job fair prep and job fairs
 »Get a part-time job

 » Secure employment
 » Attend job fair prep and job fairs
 »Participate in on-campus interviewing
 » Talk to professors, employers, & mentors 
about serving as references
 »Get a part-time job
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APCOMMUNICATION STUDIES / BACHELOR OF ARTS & BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

You will learn a lot in your studies at SCSU, and we want you to  start 
thinking about your future NOW! This map offers suggestions on what to 
consider along the way to best prepare you for your future and the skills 
sought by employers and professionals. They are suggestions — you 
don’t have to complete them all. The map will help you, however, keep 
track of those experiences and opportunities that prepare you for your 
first job, starting a business or studio, or preparing for graduate school. 
It will also help you think about the many career possibilities and 
options that lie ahead.

You will find links to information, offices, support centers, student 
assistance professionals, and other help embedded in the map. SCSU 
has many support services available to students, and these will help you 
communicate with and locate those services.
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COMMUNICATION STUDIES /  
GETTING TO KNOW THE DEGREE

Results from a 2015 National Association of Colleges and 
Employers survey asking hiring managers what they seek most 
when hiring new college graduates:

 » The ability to:
 – work in a team structure
 – make decisions and solve problems (tie)
 – communicate verbally with people inside and outside an 

organization
 – plan, organize and prioritize work
 – obtain and process information
 – analyze quantitative data
 – create and/or edit written reports
 – sell and influence others

 » Technical knowledge related to the job
 » Proficiency with computer software programs

A 2013 American Association of College and Universities 
(AAC&U) survey of Employers reports:

 » INNOVATION A PRIORITY: 95% report giving hiring preference to 
college graduates with skills that enable them to contribute to 
innovation in the workplace.

 » IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAJOR: 91% say that a, “Demonstrated 
capacity to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex 
problems is more important than a candidate’s undergraduate 
major.”

 » BROAD LEARNING IS EXPECTED: 80% agree that, regardless of their 
major, all college students should acquire broad knowledge in the 
liberal arts and sciences.

 » STUDENTS NEED LIBERAL AND APPLIED LEARNING: Employers 
strongly endorse educational practices that involve students in 
active, effortful work — practices including collaborative problem 
solving, research, internships, senior projects, and community 
engagements.

 » E-PORTFOLIOS WOULD ADD VALUE: 83% say an electronic portfolio 
would be useful to indicate that job applicants have the knowledge 
and skills they need to succeed.

    

What do employers want  
and what skills do they seek?

Communication Studies provides students with theory, perspectives, 
and skills to improve communication in their professional and 
personal spheres.

Students will create messages appropriate to an audience, purpose, 
and context; be able to critically analyze messages; and engage in 
communication inquiry.

DEGREE OPTIONS:    Updated: 8/16/19

Bachelor of Arts (40 credits)
Bachelor of Science: Communication Studies Interdepartmental (55 credits)
Bachelor of Science: Communication Arts and Literature (51 credits)
Minor (19 credits)
Minor: Intercultural Communication (21 credits)
Minor: Applied Relational Conflict Management (21 credits)
Professional Communication Certificate (15 credits) 
Communication in Healthcare Context Certificate (15 credits) 

COURSE AND PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
Students pursuing the BA Communication Studies major can choose from 
one of five emphases: Intercultural, Leadership, and Organizational; 
Relational; Performance and Advocacy; and Comprehensive.

WHAT WILL I LEARN STUDYING COMMUNICATION STUDIES?
Students will be able to:

 » Explain major communication theories and apply them to multiple and 
diverse contexts

 » Design and evaluate communication studies research
 » Demonstrate communication competency in multiple contexts
 » Demonstrate skills in critical thinking

WHY NOT CONSIDER COMPLETING A CERTIFICATE TO ADD TO YOUR 
RESUME?

 » Professional Communication -  This five-course (15 credits) 
certificate will give you the communication skills you need 
to supplement the knowledge you learn in your major so 
that you are a competent and effectiver communicator at 
work.  Professionals need more than content knowledge to be 
successful.                                                                                                    

 » Communication in Healthcare Context - This five-course (15 credits) 
certificate will prepare you to be a more effective communicator in 
conversations regarding health care. Whether you are a provider, patient, 
caretaker, or friend, effective communication skills are crucial for health 
care conversations.  They reduce errors, increase patient satisfaction, 
and improve relationships for all involved.

WHERE WILL THIS DEGREE TAKE ME?
Communication Studies is a liberal arts major that provides skills and 
knowledge that transfer to a wide variety of careers and career directions. 
Our alumni report starting their careers with jobs or graduate education in 
the following fields, among others:

 » Event Planning
 » Marketing Representative
 » Retail/Sales Manager
 » Social Media Strategist
 » Social Services
 » Speech Writer
 » Staffing Specialist
 » Community Relation Coordinator
 » Mediation and Peace Activist
 » Brand Ambassador
 » Human Resources
 » Youth Minister
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