
Becoming a Pharmacist in Minnesota

The Profession

Pharmacists dedicate their careers to creating, developing and providing drug therapy to improve patients’ quality of 
life. Pharmacists are among the most highly respected professionals in the country. The roles of the pharmacist are 
expanding, and employment prospects are very good. Among their many roles, pharmacists:

• Care for patients’ drug-related needs in community pharmacies, hospitals, long-term care facilities and clinics
• Act as drug therapy consultants to other health professionals
• Design new drugs and diagnostic techniques and devise new ways to administer drugs
• Educate pharmacy students, health care providers and the public
• Conduct research in colleges, universities and drug companies
• Work in government health agencies
• Administer pharmacy services in health care institutions
• Manage pharmacy services for large health maintenance organizations
• Lead changes to improve medication management in the health care system

The University of Minnesota COllege of Pharmacy

The University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy was founded in 1892 and is the only college of pharmacy in the state. 
The college offers the Pharm.D. program on two campuses, Duluth and Twin Cities, and is a leader in patient-centered 
care.  Students learn from world-class faculty who are involved in groundbreaking research.  There is a small college 
feel in the College of Pharmacy (about 6:1 student to faculty ratio), with the benefits of a large university.  The college  
is housed within the Academic Health Center, an organization uniquely designed to promote interprofessional 
collaboration in research and education.  The College of Pharmacy is ranked third nationally and recognized 
internationally for its excellence in research and teaching. 

The Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) Program

After completing at least two years of pre-pharmacy coursework, students enter the full-time four-year Pharm.D. 
program.  The Pharm.D. Program teaches students the skills to identify, resolve and prevent drug-related problems 
with hands-on learning and patient interaction that begins during the first year. The core curriculum and elective 
courses allow students to explore multiple areas of pharmacy and patient care.

Career Opportunities & Placement

Graduates of the Pharm.D. program who complete internship requirements are eligible to take the state license 
examination to practice pharmacy. Starting salary for University of Minnesota Pharm.D. recent graduates is 
approximately $120,000. The college seeks to educate pharmacists to meet the needs of all the state’s residents.   
Graduates of the college’s Pharm.D. program go into various positions in community and clinical pharmacy, managed 
care, industry, government, academia, and many other specialties.

About the University of Minnesota

The University of Minnesota was founded in 1852 and is one of the most comprehensive public universities in the 
country. It ranks among the most prestigious and is a state land-grant university with a strong tradition of education 
and public service as the state’s primary research university. The internationally renowned faculty conducts innovative 
research in a wide range of disciplines.  



How to Apply

Students apply about one year before they would begin the Pharm.D. program and are admitted for fall semester 
only.  Due to rolling admissions, it’s best to submit an application early.  Applicants to either the Duluth or Twin Cities 
campuses go through one application process to the University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy, and choose their 
campus after they interview.
 
For all information about the admissions process, visit the Pharm.D. admissions website: z.umn.edu/pharmacy

Application Requirements

• There are three ways to become an eligible applicant to the Pharm.D. Program. Applicants only need to fulfill one of 
the following minimum requirements: 1) 3.0 overall PharmCAS GPA, or 2) 3.2 GPA in most recent 60 credits, or 3) 70% 
composite PCAT or higher.  

• TOEFL is required for international applicants whose native language is not English, unless they have been a full-time 
college student in the United States.

• Students with international coursework that does not appear on their U.S. transcript must have their foreign 
coursework evaluated by an evaluation service and submitted as a part of their PharmCAS application.

Prerequisites – You are ready to begin the application process after you have completed most of the prerequi-
site courses.  Some prerequisites can be missing at the time you apply, but all must be complete by the time you 
would begin the program.

PCAT – The Pharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT) is required to apply.  Give yourself ample time to study 
for the PCAT.  The test is offered in July, September, October, November, and January.  Common ways to prepare 
include: PCAT study books, online practice tests on the PCAT website, or a PCAT prep course.  Register for the 
PCAT at least two months before your test date and select PharmCAS as the score recipient, you do not need to 
select the University of Minnesota.  Fee: $199

PharmCAS - The Pharmacy College Application Service (PharmCAS) is a national application service to apply 
to most pharmacy schools in the United States. You can begin your PharmCAS application in early June and our 
PharmCAS application deadline is February 2.  The PharmCAS application includes: official transcripts, PCAT 
scores, personal statement, work & volunteer experience, three letters of recommendation, and demographic 
information.  Fee: $150+

Supplemental – Once our office receives your PharmCAS application, we will notify you via email and give you 
access to the supplemental application online.  The supplemental application consists of a few short essays that 
the admissions committee will review with your PharmCAS application. Essay questions are posted ahead of time 
on the admissions website.  Once you have submitted your complete PharmCAS and supplemental application, 
they will be reviewed for an interview.  Fee: $75

Interview – Interview Days are offered September through March.  The interview is about 40 
minutes one-on-one with a College of Pharmacy faculty member.  Be ready to talk about why you are going into 
pharmacy, your knowledge of the profession and why the University of Minnesota is a good fit for your career 
path in pharmacy.  About one month after the interview, you will receive the admissions decision.

1

2

3

4

5

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

Application Process



Application Timeline

steps to apply

•  PharmCAS application deadline: February 2, 2015

•  Supplemental application deadline: March 3, 2015 

•  Due to rolling admissions, it is better to submit a complete application earlier.  
   If you submit your complete application close to the deadline, all interview spots may already be filled.

•  Register for the PCAT at least two months before the test date.  

Prerequisites 
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17 - 18
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OCT 6-16 & 27-31

NOV  3-7

JANUARY
6 - 7

PCAT
4 WEEKS
PROCESSING TIME

JUNE FEBRUARY
3

PharmCAS
3 - 6 WEEKS
PROCESSING TIME

APPLICANTS CAN BEGIN PharmCAS 

APPLICATION BEFORE TAKING PCAT

AUGUST MARCH
3

Supplemental
2 - 3 WEEKS
PROCESSING TIME

SEPTEMBER MARCH
23

Interview
4 WEEKS
PROCESSING TIME

OCTOBER APRIL
Admissions
Decision

2015 rolling admissions application Timeline

Application GUIDELINES

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.



Prerequisite Courses

General Biology (including lab) 1 Course

Microbiology (including lab) 1 Course

Human Anatomy1 1 Course, or entire anatomy & physiology sequence

1  If taking combined Human Anatomy and Physiology courses, both semesters must be completed to fulfill both Human Anatomy 
and Physiology, or the combined one-semester course must be a minimum of 5 semester credits.

2 Recommended Courses: biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, or molecular biology. Any other advanced biology course must focus 
on the human body in order to be considered.

3 As an alternative, you may complete two courses in algebra-based physics to fullfill the prerequisite. 

4 Recommended Courses: psychology, sociology, economics, epidemiology, human development, anthropology, global issues. Other 
courses that will meet the requirement: education, geography, journalism, law, linguistics, management, political science, 
archaeology, etc. 
 
5 If you are completing a bachelor’s degree and your school has an advanced writing requirement to graduate, the prerequisite may 
be waived. 

Human Physiology1 1 Course, or entire anatomy & physiology sequence

Advanced Biology2 1 Course

Calculus I 1 Course

Statistics 1 Course

General Chemistry (including labs) Sufficient to qualify for Organic Chemistry

Organic Chemistry (including labs) 2 Courses

General Physics (calculus-based)3 1 Course

Social/Behavioral Sciences4 2 Courses

English Composition (advanced)5 1 Course

Public Speaking/Interpersonal Communication 1 Course

The required pre-pharmacy courses listed below are for fall 2015 admission.  The courses may be taken at any regionally
accredited university, college, or community college, or completed as Advanced Placement courses.  Pre-pharmacy courses must 
be at least 3 semester credits, taken A/F, and completed with a grade of C- or better before enrollment.  

For all information about prerequisites visit: z.umn.edu/prereqs 



  Register here: z.umn.edu/pharminfo   

Preview Day: Come visit us to learn about career options in pharmacy, the Pharm.D. curriculum, admissions, student 
life and a have a tour of the College of Pharmacy.  Preview Day is offered once per semester on a Saturday on both 
campuses.  All applicants are strongly encouraged to visit both campuses before applying to the program.

Pharmacy Admissions Information Sessions: This 90-minute session provides in-depth information 
about the admissions process, a video of pharmacy career options and the opportunity to meet meet with an  
Admissions Counselor and current students. Held once per month on weekdays on the Minneapolis campus.

Pre-Pharmacy Student Resources

  Register here: z.umn.edu/visit

Visit Us

Online Info Sessions

Pharmacy Admissions Information Online Session: This short online session provides in-depth 
information about the admissions process and how to be strong applicant.

    Register here: z.umn.edu/info

Online Resources

   Register here: z.umn.edu/pharmcas                                                        

PharmCAS application Online session: Tips from an Admissions Counselor on the important sections of 
your PharmCAS application and how to avoid common mistakes.

admissions: Access all information about the admissions process including prerequisites, tips for 
applicants, admissions statistics, supplemental application questions, etc.

Email List: Sign up to recieve about 10 emails per year about pharmacy admissions information and invitations  
to upcoming events.

  z.umn.edu/pharmacy                                                     

  z.umn.edu/brief                                                    



On Campus Resources

Online Resources (continued)

Pre-Pharmacy Student Resources

PCAT Prep Course: Taught by current pharmacy students that scored high on the PCAT. Six sessions before the 
September PCAT.  Course cost of $580 includes all course materials.

  Register here: z.umn.edu/pcat

Pre-Pharmacy Club: Meetings are every other week at Coffman Union, with pharmacist guest speakers,  
volunteer activities and networking with other pre-pharmacy students.

U of M – Duluth: z.umn.edu/club         U of M – Twin Cities: prepharm.wordpress.com

Undergraduate Pharmacy Courses: A great way to learn more about pharmacy and get credit for it! 
Most courses are two credits and are offered online.

  Info here: elearning.pharmacy.umn.edu

Personal Statement & Interviewing Skills: Online workshops to help you prepare your personal  
statement and interviewing skills for a health program. Free for U of M students, only $15-25 for all others.

  Info here: z.umn.edu/hcconline

Videos: Learn more about Pharmacy career options and students at the University of Minnesota  
College of Pharmacy.

  z.umn.edu/videos                                                         

FACEBOOK: Read about current events in pharmacy and stay up-to-date about admissions information by liking us  
on Facebook.

PHARM.D. student bloggers: Read posts from students in all four years of the program and both campuses  
to learn about life as a pharmacy student. 

  z.umn.edu/facebook                                                         

  z.umn.edu/blogs                                                      



PCAT Blueprint



PCAT Dates & Resources

PCAT Prep Course
University of Minnesota

   z.umn.edu/pcat 

PCAT Preparation Resources

Test Date Recommended Registration

July 17 - 18,  2014 May 2014

Sept 3-5, Oct 6-16, 27-31, Nov 3-7,  2014 July 2014 and Oct 2014

January 6 - 7,  2015 November 2014

- When registering for the PCAT, select PharmCAS (code 104) as the score recipient

- PCAT scores are valid for five years, all scores will appear on your transcript

How to prepare for the PCAT: 
Pharmacy College Admission Test
Publishing Co.: Barron’s
ISBN: 0-7641-1713-0

   www.barronseduc.com

Complete Preparation for the PCAT
Publishing Co.: Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins 
ISBN: 0-7817-2841-x

PCAT: The Official PCAT Practice Test

   www.pcatweb.info

PCAT Success
Publishing Co.: Thomson – Peterson
ISBN: 0-7689-1010-2

   www.petersons.com

PCAT Comprehensive Review
Publishing Co.: Kaplan
ISBN: 0-7432-4755-8

   www.kaptest.com

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.



Selection Criteria

Academic Achievement

Overall GPA (3.53 is average of admitted students)
Course Selection (Completing higher level science courses 
     is recommended
Course Load (full course loads are strongly recommended)
PCAT (Average score of admitted students: 82%)
Bachelor’s Degree is preferred (90% of admitted students have 
     BA or BS)
Performance in science and math courses

Pharmacy or Healthcare work experience is preferred 
     (not required)
Average Amount of Pharmacy of healthcare work experience
     of admitted students: 2 years
 List all paid work experience on your PharmCAS application 
     to show development of professional skills

Choose people that know you well in professional/academic   
     capacity
Obtain a broad range of recommendations
Examples: employer, volunteer supervisor, college professor,   
     research supervisor

wORK EXPERIENCE

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Explore many different pharmacy career options
Investigate current events and challenges in the profession
Be able to articulate what area of Pharmacy you would like to    
     pursue and why 

Understanding & motivation
for pharmacy

Humanitarian and long-term commitments are preferred
Focus on helping people and creating positive change in 
     your community

Community Service / 
extracurric. activities / 

leadership experience

Demonstrate your motivation and understanding of pharmacy
Communicate how your experiences and strengths relate to your 
     future career in pharmacy 
Make sure essays are clearly written with zero errors

Essays (personal statement & 
supplemental essays)

Be yourself, and be prepared to articulate to a faculty member    
     why you want to be a pharmacist and what you know about the  
     profession
Be ready to discuss why the University of Minnesota is a good fit  
     for your career

Interview

Unique factors are any qualities, experiences or skills that will   
     contribute to the profession and help serve patients better 
Examples include: academic background, professional 
     background, race/ethnicity, geographic background, first 
     generation college student, challenging or disadvantaged 
     background, ability in multiple languages, etc.

Unique Factors that             
contribute to a diverse 

student body



44%
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ADMISSION

COMPLETE
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For more information about the admissions statistics, visit our website: z.umn.edu/stats
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2012
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2013
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2014

Pharm.D. Admissions Statistics

Complete Applications:
Total Interviews: 

Offered Admission: 
Actual Seats in Class: 

(Duluth: 60 Twin Cities: 108)

Percentage of Applicants 
Offered Admission: 

Complete Applications:
Total Interviews: 

Offered Admission: 
Actual Seats in Class: 

(Duluth: 60 Twin Cities: 108)

Percentage of Applicants 
Offered Admission: 

Complete Applications:
Total Interviews: 

Offered Admission: 
Actual Seats in Class: 

(Duluth: 60 Twin Cities: 108)

Percentage of Applicants 
Offered Admission: 

578
358
254
168

44%

534
358
244
168

46%

Average GPA: 

GPA Range

Average PCAT : 

PCAT Range

Bachelors Degree: 

Female/Male Ratio: 

Average Age: 

Age Range:

3.53

2.5-4.0

82%

25-99%

90%

64/36% 

22 

19-39

419
325
236
168

56%

Fall 2014 
Admitted Applicants 

Information



Application Checklist - Fall 2015 Admission

This list is provided to help applicants organize the required materials for a complete application.  It is not a 
step-by-step checklist.  Unless explicitly stated, the items do not need to be completed in the order listed.  
These steps apply to all applicants, regardless of campus choice.

All application materials must be received by the college before your application will be reviewed.

Register for the PCAT and pay the registration fee.  Registration information and test dates are  
available at www.PCATweb.info.  Applicants must take the PCAT by January 2015 for consideration  
for fall 2015 admission. 

Enter your PCAT CID into the “Account Information” section of your PharmCAS application.

Send PCAT scores to PharmCAS (code 104).  PCAT scores expire after 5 years.

Visit the prerequisites webpage to make sure you are on track to complete all prerequisite courses before 
beginning the Pharm.D. program: z.umn.edu/prereqs
All prerequisites do NOT need to be complete at the time of application, but must be done before you 
begin the Pharm.D. program.

Prerequisite COurses

Complete the PharmCAS application (available July 2014).  The application and instructions are available 
at www.pharmcas.org.  Applicants must submit their PharmCAS application six weeks in advance of the 
supplemental application deadline (March 3, 2015) at the very minimum. (Waiting for the PharmCAS  
deadline of February 2, 2015 may not give you enough time to complete the supplemental application).

PharmCAS Application

Pay the PharmCAS application fee.

Send official transcripts from each college attended to PharmCAS.

Arrange for three people to submit recommendation forms through PharmCAS.  Instructions on  
submitting recommendations are located on the PharmCAS website.  The University of Minnesota  
College of Pharmacy requires 3 letters of recommendation.

Frequently check your application status through PharmCAS to track status of transcripts, 
recommendations, and PCAT scores to make sure they were received by PharmCAS.  
Contact PharmCAS regarding any materials not received.

Pharmacy College Admissions Test (PCAT)



Review the supplemental application questions at: z.umn.edu/pharm
Begin preparing essay responses when questions are available to view in mid-summer 
(the application becomes available to submit in late-August).

University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy Supplemental Application

Once your PharmCAS application has been verified and sent to the College of Pharmacy, you will 
receive an e-mail indicating you may complete the supplemental application online.  You will need 
your PharmCAS ID number to access the application.  The supplemental application must be 
submitted by March 3, 2015.

Rolling Admissions

Submit $75 fee in the online supplemental application.

Please note that rolling admissions means we accept and review applications on a first-come, 
first-served continual basis beginning in August.  Applicants who submit their application earlier  
will have priority in selection.  The college may stop accepting applications before the deadline 
if all interview spaces are filled, and positions in the college become limited as the March 3  
deadline approaches.

Contact Information

232 Life Science
1110 Kirby Drive
Duluth, Minnesota 55812
Phone: (218)-726-6085

Duluth Twin Cities

3-160 Weaver-Densford Hall
308 Harvard Street S.E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455
Phone: (612)-624-9490

College of Pharmacy, Office of Student Services
Email: pharmacy@umn.edu

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

Application Checklist (continued)


