
After graduating from St. Cloud State University, 
alumnus Grant Nelson ’63 and his wife Carol have 
reconnected with SCSU and have become some of 
the biggest supporters of SCSU athletics and the 
University as a whole. 

“Upon an earlier than expected retirement, I had time 
to re-engage with the University and the Wrestling 
program, “Grant said. “I am deeply grateful for the 
solid academic footing provided by the University 
and equally for the opportunity to wrestle for the 
University,” Grant said. “Life is full of seasons. It was 
my season to get involved.”

Grant, who graduated from SCSU in 1963 with a 
degree in business administration, was a successful 
student-athlete at SCSU. Nelson captured an 
individual national championship on the Huskies 
wrestling team in 1963 and won conference 
championships during the 1962 and 1963 seasons. 

Grant was inducted into the SCSU Athletics Hall of 
Fame in 2007, as well as the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame, Minnesota Chapter in 2015 and remains a 
great ambassador of the sport to this day. He was 
also the recipient of the 2012-13 Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the SCSU Alumni Association. 

“There are no words to express my appreciation 
for what the Nelsons support has done for me, our 
University, athletics and the wrestling program,” 

SCSU wrestling coach Steve Costanzo said.

Long time benefactors, Grant and Carol have 
supported SCSU through gifts towards the 
remodeling of the Herb Brooks National Hockey 
Center and additionally were instrumental in helping 
hire an assistant coach for the wrestling program. 
They are strong supporters who regularly attend 
wrestling events and President’s Club donor events 
and have hosted an Alumni wrestling gathering at 
their home.

Recently, the Nelsons played a large role in bringing 
to life the renovation of SCSU’s new Grant ’63 and 
Carol Nelson Strength and Conditioning Center. With 
this leadership gift the center will provide SCSU’s 
Division II student-athletes a state-of-the-art facility 
to support in their development and preparation for 
athletic success.

“The Strength and Conditioning Center has been 
identified by the coaches to be a critical need,” Grant 
said. “Carol and I agree that, as a University, we need 
to make a statement that we are moving forward 
and not backwards. We want to do our part.”

George Torrey, retired CEO of Herberger’s passed away June 10 
but his legacy at St. Cloud State is solidly secured and will not 
be forgotten.  George was the single largest supporter of Husky 
Athletics in the University’s history and played an instrumental 
role in the philanthropy behind St. Cloud State’s move to 
Division I hockey in the 1980s and was a major contributor in 
outfitting the Herb Brooks National Hockey Center and Husky 
Stadium with new scoreboards. 

 “George understood the lessons and the values instilled in him when he was a student-
athlete and they served him well throughout his life,” said Matt Andrew, St. Cloud State’s 
Vice President for University Advancement. “Those values continue to be instilled in 
today’s student athletes.”

George Torrey served on the SCSU Foundation Board from 2007-2016 and received 
the Alumni Service Award in 1998. He was inducted in the SCSU Athletics Hall of Fame 
in 1999.  He was honored for his lifetime of philanthropy and named the Foundation’s 
Visionary Award recipient in 2016.  In 2020, George continued his support for SCSU’s 
student athletes, making a significant six-figure gift to help realize the long overdue
renovation of the Halenbeck Strength and Conditioning Center. 

A new statue in honor of legendary St. Cloud State University men’s hockey  
coach Herb Brooks was unveiled last October at a special ceremony in  
front of the Herb Brooks National Hockey Center at St. Cloud State. 

The bronze statue was installed thanks to support through a generous gift  
from Dave Brooks, the brother of Herb Brooks. It was created at Brodin  
Studios in Kimball. The statue stands about 14 feet tall and is in place near 
the main entrance to the Herb Brooks National Hockey Center. 

The statue salutes Brooks, who served as the Huskies’ head coach in  
1986-87 and played a pivotal role in St. Cloud State hockey moving  
to the NCAA Division-I level in 1987-88 and the construction of the  
facility – then known as the National Hockey Center in 1989.

The ceremony included comments from St. Cloud State President  
Robbyn Wacker, St. Cloud State Director of Athletics Heather  
Weems, men’s hockey coach Brett Larson and Dave Brooks.
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To review a complete listing of the SCSU Foundation’s 2019-2020 donors, please visit www.scsu.mn/scsuimpactreportATHLETIC SUCC…SS

GRANT ’63 AND CAROL NELSON SHOW SUPPORT OF 
SCSU WITH THE NEWLY RENOVATED STRENGTH AND 
CONDITIONING CENTER

GEORGE TORREY’S GENEROSITY NOT FORGOTTEN

HERB BROOKS STATUE UNVEILED AT
ST. CLOUD STATE HOCKEY CENTER
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