
Order of Information for Documenting Reference Page 

APA Manual – 7th Edition 

 
Rather than including different formats for each kind of works cited entry, this concise handout focuses 

on elements common to all types of sources. This handout is not comprehensive. However, all APA 

entries will take the following shape: 

 

Last name, First Initial. Middle Initial. (Publication Date). Title of source (Other 

Contributors). Title of Container or Publisher, Volume(Issue number), Location. 

 

If the source is missing an element, however, continue with the next available element. If no author is 

listed, begin the entry with the Title of source in place of the author’s name. 

 

Core Elements of a Reference Page 

Order Element Punctuation Examples and notes 

1 Author  

.    [period] 

• Hawthorne, N. [author] 

• Jones, D. F., Stark, Z., & Taft, S. [more than one author] 

• Polley, S. (Writer), & Gerwig, G. (Writer and Director). [film] 

2 (Publication 

Date) 

 

.    [period] 

• (1992). [book or movie] 

• (1999-2011). [range for citing a Web project as a whole] 

• (28 January 2012). [YouTube video] 

• (25 April 2013, 10:30 p.m.). [comment on a Web page] 

 

3 Title of 

source 

OR 

Title of 

source 

 

 

• Foundations of addiction counseling (3rd ed.). [book title, not first 

edition] 

• Technology and its impact in the classroom [journal article] 

• Pulp fiction [film] 

4 (Other 

contributors) 
.    [period] 

• (T. James, Ed.). [book with editor] 

• (R. Keeland, Trans.). [book with translator] 

5 Title of 

Container  

OR 

Publisher 

 

,    [comma] 

• Neurological Sciences [journal title] 

• New York Times [newspaper title] 

• Scholastic [book publisher] 

6 Volume  

 

• Vol. 7 [book] 

• 128 [periodical] 

7 (Issue 

number) 
,    [comma] 

• (1) 

• (92) [issue numbers are not italicized or underlined] 

8 Location .    [period] 
• 24-36 [page range for article] 

• https://doi.org/10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225 [DOI link] 

• https://www.stcloudstate.edu/writeplace/ [Web site URL link] 
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Chapter in an edited 

book 

Article from a 

periodical 

Untitled source 

telephone interview 

Online article with 

more than seven 

authors 

Book with one author 

Tweet with username, 

or other pseudonym. 
Note: the “@” symbol is 

ignored for alphabetizing 

purposes 

Photograph found 

online 

Journal article with 

DOI 

Newspaper article 

YouTube video 

Film 


