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SECTION 1 MN VIEWS ON ABORTION 

(Released 12-18-09) 
Prepared by Dr. Steve Frank and Ms. Melat Yimamu 3rd Year Student, Political Science and International Relations, Addis Abeba, Ethiopia 

 

TOP LINE RESULTS 
 

Minnesotans opinions on abortion have been consistent over the years as they have been nationwide. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF ISSUE- In an open ended question as to what is the single most important problem facing the state year after year, only about 1% of 

Minnesotans say abortion. However, past SCSU and other surveys have found as a voting decision issue it is more important to some, particularly those opposed to 

abortion. They are more politically active on this issue (see fall SCSU surveys conducted in 1998, 2005, and almost every year for the single most important problem 

question).  

 

ABORTION POSITION  -  Almost half of Minnesotans continue to believe abortion should be a womenôs personal choice (46%) while 

about one in ten thinks it should never be allowed. Male and female views on this issue are almost identical on the never position but women are a bit more 

likely to favor the personal choice position. 

 

 Seven of 10 (70%) who say their political views are very or somewhat liberal support personal choice while one in five (21%) self described conservatives take this 

position. No liberal said never but about two in ten who said they were very or somewhat conservative would never allow an abortion.  

 

Six of ten (64%) Democrats say abortion should be a personal choice but only 2 of 10 Republicans. 17% of Republicans stated never allow compared to roughly 3% of 

Democrats.  

 

 About six of ten 18-24 year olds prefer the personal choice position. 

 

 Other than suburban residents being less likely to support the personal choice position there arenôt real differences by geographic location. 

 

 Breakdowns of some of the religious categories indicate 12% of Catholics say never, 3% of Lutherans, 15% of Baptists and 2% of those with no religious denomination 

want the never allow option.  

 

 For Minnesotans who say religion is very or somewhat important in their lives one of ten say never and about four of 10 favor personal choice. Respondents who stated 

religion was of little or no importance in their personal life 6% said never and seven of 10 state personal choice. 

 

SHOULD ROE BE REVERSED 
 



2009 MN.  results are almost identical to 2005 MN. findings for the second question which reads: 

 

 

In 1973 the Roe v. Wade decision established a woman's right to an abortion. Would you like to see the Supreme Court completely                 

 overturn its  Roe v. Wade decision, or not?                                     

 

About six of ten (63%) Minnesotans believe that Roe v. Wade shouldnôt be overturned, in the fall 2005 it was 62%. 

 

Over  8 of ten of residents age 18-24 favor not overturning Roe v Wade.  

 

No real pattern by location in the state. 

 

Six in ten (60%) Catholics, three in four (75%) Lutheran and about nine in ten of those with no religion do not want to see Roe V. Wade overturned. Almost 70% of 

Baptists want to reverse the Roe decision.  

 

Male and female positions are fairly similar.  

 

Democrats are favor of Roe V. Wade not being overturned by 80%+, while Republicans are almost evenly divided.  

 

 

ABORTION IN AN OPEN END QUESTION CON TINUES TO RANK LOW ON UNPROMPTED RESPONSE FOR MOST 

IMPORTANT QUESTION FACING THE STATE  
 

 

What do you think is the single most important problem facing the               

 State of Minnesota today [DO NOT READ LIST. PROBE FOR ONE SPECIFIC RESPONSE]                             
                                                                                 

[NORMALLY THE VALID PERCENT IS THE FIGURES MOST OFTEN USED] [In some cases donôt knows are  excluded and values combined] 

 

q2probmn most important problem facing the state 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 1 abor 4 .8 .8 .8 

2 agricul 4 .7 .7 1.5 

3 bridges roads 8 1.5 1.5 3.0 

4 budget-deficit 76 13.8 13.8 16.9 

5 corporate leadership 1 .2 .2 17.0 

6 crimes drugs violence 2 .3 .3 17.3 

7 drug use 1 .1 .1 17.5 



 

 

8 educ 73 13.3 13.3 30.8 

9 environ global warm 3 .5 .5 31.3 

10 family issues 1 .2 .2 31.5 

11 finan mortgage crisis 19 3.4 3.4 34.9 

13 gas prices energy 3 .6 .6 35.5 

14 health care insur pres 

drugs 

108 19.6 19.6 55.1 

15 housing 2 .3 .3 55.5 

16 h1n1 swine flu 1 .2 .2 55.7 

17 immigration 4 .8 .8 56.5 

18  natural disaster 1 .2 .2 56.7 

19 politics politicians gov 

legis 

22 4.0 4.0 60.7 

20 poverty poor 8 1.4 1.4 62.1 

21 religious moral issues 1 .1 .1 62.3 

22 senior issues  elderly 1 .1 .1 62.4 

23 sports issues stadiums 3 .5 .5 62.9 

24 state service cuts 2 .3 .3 63.2 

25 taxes 57 10.3 10.3 73.5 

26 terrorism national 

security 

3 .5 .5 74.0 

27 unemploy  no jobs 70 12.8 12.8 86.8 

28 welfare issues waste 

fraud 

8 1.5 1.5 88.3 

29 other 42 7.5 7.6 95.8 

30 no problem facing state 5 .9 .9 96.8 

31 dk 18 3.2 3.2 100.0 

Total 549 99.9 100.0  

Missing 32 refus miss other 1 .1   

Total 550 100.0   



 

 

TOP FIVE PROBLEMS FACING MN THE PAST FIVE YEARS 
 

Most Important Problem Facing the 
State

SurveyYear 1 2 3 4 5

2005
Education

19%
Taxes
12%

Health Care
9%

Budget Deficit
8%

Politics/
Politicians

5%

2006
Education

23%
Taxes
15%

Health Care
14%

Crime/Gangs/
Violence

4%

Roads/
Highways

4%

2007
Education

16%
Taxes
13%

HealthCare
10%

Roads/
Highways

6%

Crime/Gangs/
Violence

5%

2008
Education

12%
Taxes
10%

Financial/
MortgageCrisis

9%

Unemployment
8%

Health Care
6%

2009 Heath Care 19% Budget 14% Education 13%
Unemployment 

13%
Taxes 10%

Source: SCSU SURVEY, ANNUAL STATEWIDE SURVEY, 2009, OVERALL N=550
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Question Q12ABOR1 

 

                                                                                 

 Next, let's turn to some questions concerning abortion.                         

 Would you please tell me which one of these statements                          

 represents what Minnesota law should do:                                        

 [READ CHOICES 1-4; ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE]                                    

                                                                                 

 1. never allow a woman to have an abortion;                                     

 2. permit abortion only in cases of rape, incest,                               

    or when the woman's life is in danger;                                       

 3. allow a woman to have a legal abortion in circumstances other                

    than rape, incest or danger to the woman's life, but only after the          

    need for the abortion has been clearly established;                          

 4. allow a woman to have an abortion as a matter of personal choice?            

 8. DON'T KNOW                                                                   

 9. REFUSED                                                                      
                              

 

Q12ABOR1 WHAT SHOULD MN LAW DO ABORTION 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 1 never 46 8.3 8.7 8.7 

2 rape incest mother life 160 29.1 30.4 39.0 

3 more than rape incest life 

but 

66 12.0 12.6 51.6 

4 personal choice 242 44.0 45.9 97.6 

8 dk 13 2.3 2.4 100.0 

Total 527 95.8 100.0  

Missing 9 miss ref other 23 4.2   

Total 550 100.0   

 
                                                    



                                                                                

MN Views On Abortion Fairly Consistent 

Over The Past 11 Years

Source: SCSU Survey  n  fall09=550  fall05=567   fall98=759

never only rape etc rape+ personal choice dont know

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

fall 2009

fall 2005

fall 1998

fall 2009 9% 30% 13% 46% 2%

fall 2005 12% 31% 13% 41% 3%

fall 1998 5% 34% 17% 42% 2%

 
   

  



                                                                               

Question Q13ABOR2 

 

                                                                                 

 In 1973 the Roe v. Wade decision established a woman's right to                 

 an abortion. Would you like to see the Supreme Court completely                 

 overturn its  Roe v. Wade decision, or not?                                     

                                                                                 

 1. YES - OVERTURN                                                               

 5. NO - DON'T OVERTURN                                                          

 6. VOLUNTEER--MODIFY                                                            

 8. DON'T KNOW                                                                   

 9. REFUSED        

 

 

Q13ABOR2 SUPREME COURT OVERTURN ROE 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 1 yes overturn 138 25.0 25.4 25.4 

5 no dont overturn 340 61.7 62.8 88.2 

6 modify volunteer 24 4.4 4.5 92.7 

8 dk 40 7.2 7.3 100.0 

Total 541 98.4 100.0  

Missing 9 ref miss oth 9 1.6   

Total 550 100.0   

 
 

 



                                          

MN Views on Abortion Remain Relatively Stable 

Should Roe Be Reversed

Source: SCSU Fall Statewide Survey  Fall 2009  Fall 2005

YES  25%

NO - 63%

MODIFY  5%

DK  7%

YES  28%

NO  62% MODIFY  2%

DK  8%

FALL 2009
FALL 2005

                                       
                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                                 

SOME NATIONAL SURVEYS USING SOMEWHAT SIMILAR 
QUESTIONS 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/122033/u.s.-abortion-attitudes-closely-divided.aspx 

http://pollingreport.com/abortion.htm 

 

December 8, 2009 4:48 PM  

Opinions About Abortion Remain Remarkably Steady 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/122033/u.s.-abortion-attitudes-closely-divided.aspx
http://pollingreport.com/abortion.htm


  

 

(CBS) 

One contentious element of the health care reform debate still under discussion in the Senate is whether or not the legislation should cover 

abortions. More than half of the public told a CBS News Poll conducted last month that health care reform should not cover abortions, while just 

34 percent thought it should.  

 

Americans' views about the government funding abortions, and about abortion itself, have remained stable for many years.  

 

In 1994, CBS and the New York Times found 53 percent of Americans thought abortion should not be part of any government health care plan. In 

CBS News Polls conducted in the late 1970s, about half felt the government should not "help a poor woman with her medical bills if she wants an 

abortion."  

 

Views have also been remarkably steady on the issue of abortion itself. In a CBS News Poll conducted in November, 34 percent felt abortion 

should be generally available to those who want it, 40 percent felt it should be available but under stricter limits than it is now, and 23 percent 

felt it should not be permitted at all.  

 VIEWS ON ABORTION 

  11/2009 6/2009 9/2008 5/2007 

Generally available 34% 36% 37% 39% 

Available, but limited 40% 41% 42% 37% 

Not permitted 23% 21% 19% 21% 

Don't Know 3% 2% 2% 3% 

(CBS News Polls)  

http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2009/11/17/politics/politicalhotsheet/entry5687505.shtml


 

Those views on abortion have remained steady for more than ten years. In the early 1990s, the percentage that thought abortion should be 

generally available was slightly higher, at around four in 10.  

 

(CBS) 

 

 

For an issue that may have different implications for men and women, there is little evidence of a gender gap. Thirty-one percent of women, and 

37 percent of men, think abortion should be generally available. Women are more likely than men to think it should not be permitted at all, but 

still, just 27 percent of them feel that way.  

 VIEWS ON ABORTION 

  All  Women Men 

Generally available 34% 31% 37% 

Available, but limited 40% 39% 41% 

Not permitted 23% 27% 19% 

Don't Know 3% 3% 3% 

(CBS News Poll, November 2009)  

 

Of course, there are ideological differences in opinion about abortion -- and this too has historically been the case.  

 

In the November CBS News Poll, nearly half of Democrats said abortion should be generally available, compared to just 21 percent of 



Republicans. Republicans are more than twice as likely as Democrats to think it should not be permitted at all. Similarly, 55 percent of liberals 

think it should be available, but that drops to just 19 percent among conservatives. Nearly four in 10 conservatives think it should not be 

available.  

 

Washington Post Poll. Nov. 19-23, 2009. N=1,306 adults nationwide. MoE ± 3.  RV = registered voters 

      
. 

"Do you think abortion should be legal in all cases, legal in most cases, illegal in most cases, or illegal in all cases?" 

      
. 

  

Legal in 
All Cases 

Legal in 
Most Cases 

Illegal in 
Most Cases 

Illegal in 
All Cases Unsure 

  
% % % % % 

 
11/19-23/09 19 35 28 16 2 

 

CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll. Nov. 13-15, 2009. N=1,014 adults nationwide. MoE ± 3. 

      
. 

"Do you think abortion should be legal under any circumstances, legal only under certain 
circumstances, or illegal in all circumstances?" 

      
. 

  

Always 
Legal 

Sometimes 
Legal 

Always 
Illegal Unsure 

   
% % % % 

 
 

11/13-15/09 26 50 23 1 
 

 

Pew Research Center survey. Aug. 11-17 & 20-27, 2009. N=4,013 adults nationwide. MoE ± 2. 

      
. 

"Do you think abortion should be legal in all cases, legal in most cases, illegal in most cases, or illegal 
in all cases?" Options rotated 

      
. 

  

Legal in 

All Cases 
Legal in 

Most Cases 
Illegal in 

Most Cases 
Illegal in 

All Cases Unsure 

  
% % % % % 

 
8/11-17 & 20-27/09 16 31 27 17 8 

 

 

CBS News/New York Times Poll. June 12-16, 2009. N=895 adults nationwide. MoE ± 3 (for all adults). 

      
. 

"More than 35 years ago, the Supreme Court's decision in Roe versus Wade established a 
constitutional right for women to obtain legal abortions in this country. In general, do you think the 
Court's decision was a good thing or a bad thing?" 

      
. 

  
Good Thing Bad Thing Both (vol.) Unsure 

   
% % % % 

 
 

ALL 62 32 3 3 
 

 
Republicans 40 51 7 2 

 
 

Democrats 74 21 1 4 
 

 
Independents 63 30 2 5 

 
      

. 
"Would you like to see the Supreme Court overturn its 1973 Roe versus Wade decision concerning 
abortion, or not?" 

      
. 

  
Overturn  Not Overturn  Unsure 

  



  
% % % 

  
 

6/12-16/09 29 64 7 
  

 

CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll. May 14-17, 2009. N=1,010 adults nationwide. MoE ± 3. 

     
. 
 "The 1973 Roe versus Wade decision established a woman's constitutional right to an abortion, at 

least in the first three months of pregnancy. Would you like to see the Supreme Court completely 
overturn its Roe versus Wade decision, or not?" 

     
. 
 

  
Yes, 

Overturn  
No, Not 

Overturn  Unsure   

  
% % % 

  
 

5/14-17/09 30 68 1 
  

                                                 

                                                                                 

   

  



SOME CROSSTAB BREAKDOWNS 

Sometimes categories are collapsed and donôt knows excluded. 

Reverse Roe-AGE 

(percentages)  donôt knows excluded 

 

 

 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-65 65+ Total 

Reverse 

Roe 

13 20 23 38 25 35  

Maintain 

Roe 

83 72 75 60 69 57  

Modify vol  4   8   2  2   6  8  

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 N=499 

 

 

Reverse Roe-EDUCATION  

 (percentages)  

 

 
Less 

12 yrs 

12 yrs 

plus 

Post 

High-No 

college 

Some 

College 

College 

Graduate 

Some 

Grad. 

School 

Grad 

School 
Total 

Reverse 

Roe 

38 24 33 28 25 38 19  

Maintain 

Roe 

54 75 52 67 70 62 78  

Modify   8    1 15   5   5   0   3  

Donôt 

Know 

        

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 N=502         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reverse Roe 

 (percentages)  

 Male Female Total 

Reverse Roe  31 24  

Maintain Roe  64 71  

Modify   5   5  

Donôt Know    

Total 100 100 N=503 

 

 

Reverse Roe-RESIDENCE 

 (percentages)  

 Central 

city Minn 

St. Paul 

Duluth 

Rochester 

St Cloud 

Twin 

city 

suburb 

Greater 

MN. 

city but 

not 

Minn 

etc 

township  Total 

Reverse 

Roe 

22 30 27 26   

Maintain 

Roe 

73 65 67 71   

Modify   5    6    

Donôt 

Know 

  5   3   

Total 100 100 100 100  N=501 

 

   

Reverse Roe-COMBINED POLITICAL PARTY  

(leaners toward a party are combined with that party) 

 (percentages)    

 
DEM REP GREEN LIBERTARIAN 

MN IND 
PARTY 

OTHER 
VOL 

NOT 

CLOSE 

TO ANY 

NOT 

POLITICAL 

DONôT  

KNOW Total 

Reverse 

Roe 

  9 48         

Maintain 

Roe 

82 45         

modify   5   3         

Donôt 

know 

  4   4         

Total 100 100        N=535 

 



 

Reverse Roe-IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION  

Very/somewhat important 

Little/not important ---combined 

 (percentages) donôt know removed 
 

 

 

 important Not important Total 

Reverse Roe 31   9  

Maintain Roe 63 92  

modify   6  0  

Total 100 100 N=444 

 

 

  



 

REVERSE ROE 

-self described political ideology 

Very/somewhat liberal 

Very/somewhat conservative   combined 

Some donôt knows removed  (percentages) 

 

 

 liberal moderate conservative  
Reverse Roe   7 19 48  
Maintain Roe 87 69 40  
Modify   2   6   3  
Donôt know   4   6   9  

Total 100 100 100 N=531 

 

 

REVERSE ROE 

-RELIGION  

Some subgroups combined 

 (percentages) 

 
CATH LUTH BAP 

OTHER 

CHRIS 
OTHER NO REL  Total 

Reverse Roe 30 20 69   13   
Maintain 

Roe 
62 75 31   87   

modify   8  5  0     0   
Donôt know         

Total 100 100 100   100  N=496 

 

  



 

ABORTION POSITION  

-self described political ideology 

Very/somewhat liberal 

Very/somewhat conservative   combined 

Some donôt knows removed  (percentages) 

 

 

 liberal moderate conservative  
never   0   6 18  
Rape incest mother 16 29 48  
Rape+ 13 17 10  
Per choice 70 46 21  
Donôt know   1   2   3  

Total 100 100 100 N=517 

 

ABORTION POSITION  

(percentages) 

 

 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-65 65+ Total 
never 12   8   4   9   7 11  
Rape incest 

mother 
11 39 40 29 22 42  

Rape+ 16 10 12 18 11 12  
Per choice 61 41 43 40 60 35  
Donôt know 0   2   1   4    

Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 N=515 

 

ABORTION POSITION  

-EDUCATION  

 (percentages) 

 

Less 

12 yrs 

12 yrs 

plus 

Post 

High-No 

college 

Some 

College 

College 

Graduate 

Some 

Grad. 

School 

Grad 

School 
Total 

never 24   4   3 10 12   5   4  
Rape incest 

mother 
17 39 28 33 31 59 18  

Rape+   4 14   10 12 12   9 15  
Per choice 55 43 59 45 45 27 63  
Donôt know         

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 513 

 

 



ABORTION POSITION  

 (percentages) 
 

N = 527 

 

 Male Female Total n 
never 10 8 46 
Rape incest mother 34 27 160 
Rape+ 13 12 66 
Per choice 40 51 242 
Donôt know  3  13 

Total 100 100 527 

 

 

ABORTION POSITION  

-RESIDENCE      (percentages)  

 Central 

city Minn 

St. Paul 

Duluth 

Rochester 

St Cloud 

Twin 

city 

suburb 

Greater 

Mn. city 

but not 

Minn 

etc 

township 
Donôt 

know 
 

never  11   8 10   5   
Rape incest 

mother 
22 37 35 32   

Rape+ 13 15 13  9   
Per choice 54 40 42 54   
Donôt know       

Total 100 100 100 100  N=511 

 

  



 

   

ABORTION POSITION  

-COMBINED POLITICAL PARTY ïincludes leaners 

 (percentages)   

 
DEM REP GREEN LIBERTARIAN 

MN IND 

PARTY 

OTHER 

VOL 

NOT 
CLOSE 

TO ANY 

NOT 
POLITICAL 

DONôT  
KNOW Total 

never   3  17         
Rape incest 

mother 
21 46         

Rape+ 11 13         
Per choice 64 21         
Donôt know  1   3         

Total 100 
100 

       N=519 

  



ABORTION POSITION  

-IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION  

Very/somewhat important 

Little/not  important ---combined 

 (percentages) 

 

 important Not important Total 
never   9   6  
Rape incest mother 35 17  
Rape+ 16  6  
Per choice 40 71  
Donôt know    

Total 100 100 N=454 

 

  



 

 

 

 

ABORTION POSITION  

-RELIGION  

Some subgroups combined 

 (percentages) DONôT KNOWS EXCLUDED 

 
CATH LUTH BAP 

OTHER 

CHRIS 
OTHER NO REL  Total 

never 12   3 15     2   
Rape incest 

mother 
33 32 46   27   

Rape+ 18  10 31    7   
Per choice 37 55   8   63   
Donôt know         

Total 100 100 100   100  N=496 

  

 

 

                                                                               

 
 
 
 

  



 
SECTION 2 (released 12-7-09)  

MINNESOTA VIEWS REGARDING NORTHSTAR AND THE MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
 

SCSU Survey
Fall 2009

By: Dr. Steven Wagner
Student Director 

Jonathan Hoffman

 
 

Mr. Jonathan G. Hoffman 3rd Year Student, Electrical Engineering, Hillman, MN 
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