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As is the custom for the SCSU Survey, the bulk of our annual fall survey during an
election year is devoted to that election. This year, we found.......

More than one-half (56%) of our respondents think the state is on the wrong track. This
is about 15 percentage points higher than last year when four of ten respondents saw
the state on the wrong track. This compares with about one-quarter of the respondents
who view the state going in the right direction. Last year, nearly one-half of our
respondents saw the state going in the right direction.

The top five problems facing the state according to our respondents are, from the top,
the economy (22%), budget and budget deficit (16%), unemployment/job opportunities
(13%), education funding and quality (12%), and taxes (7%). In 2009, the top five were:
health care, budget, education, unemployment, taxes. In 2008, the top five were
education, taxes, financial/mortgage crisis, unemployment, health care. In 2007,
education, taxes, health care, roads, crime. In 2006, education, taxes, health care,
crime, roads. In 2005, education, taxes, health care, budget, politics/politicians.

An examination of the top five problems this year and which political party can do a
better job of fixing them, we found the respondents were more likely to see Republicans
doing a better job tackling the budget and taxes but Democrats were see to better tackle
the economy, education and unemployment/jobs.

Governor Tim Pawlenty’s performance score has dropped from last year. This year,
four of ten (41%) respondents saw his performance as excellent and pretty good and
almost six of ten (56%) see his performance as only fair or poor. Last year, his rating
were more equally spit with about one-half seeing his performance as excellent and
pretty good and the other half seeing his performance as only fair or poor.

Similar to Governor Pawlenty, President Obama’s performance rating has dropped from
last year. Last year, one-half of our respondents rated the President’s performance as
excellent or pretty good. This year, we found that slightly more than one-third (38%) of
our respondents rated President Obama’s performance as excellent and pretty good.
And approximately two-thirds (61%) rated his performance as only fair or poor.

As expected, Democrats rated President Obama’s performance better than did
Republicans. The divide, however, is remarkable. Not one Republican rated President
Obama’s performance as excellent and only ten rated the President’s performance as
pretty good. Most Republicans (63% or 132) rated his performance as poor but 34%
(71) gave him only fair rating. Democrats gave the President better ratings: 14%
excellent, 54% pretty good, 25% only fair and 5% poor.

Since Governor Pawlenty still seems interested in seeking national office, we again
paired the Governor with President Obama in a hypothetical race for the White House.
This year, as last, President Obama wins. However, President Obama’s support shrank
by four percentage points from 49 to 45 percent whereas Governor Pawlenty’s support



stayed the same at 40 percent. We included a ‘'someone else’ category and this year we
found responses nearly doubled compared to last year.

As a prelude to the gubernatorial horse race question, on a 0-100 feeling thermometer,
we found President Obama running a 49 mean temperature compared to his 58
temperature last year. We again checked in on Governor Pawlenty and found his
temperature this year a 46 whereas he had a 53 last year. Former Governor Palin’s
temperature remained 38 as it was last year. Of the three leading Minnesota Governor
candidates, Tom Horner did the best with a 50 mean but nearly one-quarter of the
respondents either couldn’t judge or didn’t know who he is. Mark Dayton came in
second with a 48 mean temperature and only seven percent of the respondent either
couldn’t judge or didn’t know who he is. Tom Emmer was the lowest with a 45 mean
temperature and approximately 16 percent of the respondent either couldn’t judge or
didn’t know who he is.

From all respondents in the sample, in a straight-up match between Mark Dayton, Tom
Emmer and Tom Horner, we found that Mark Dayton gathered 37 percent of support
of all respondents and 40 percent of likely voters. Tom Emmer came in second
place with 27 percent of all respondents and 30 percent of likely voters. Tom
Horner came in third with 18 percent of all respondents and 19 percent of likely
voters. Importantly, 15 percent of all respondents and 5 percent of likely voters
are still not sure of which, if any, candidate is their preference.

In a follow up, we asked Dayton supporters if they were definite or leaning toward the
candidate. We found that 60 percent were definite and 40 percent were leaning (for
likely voters, 61% definite and 39% leaning) to vote for Mark Dayton. Similarly,
regarding Emmer’s voters, 60 percent were definite and 40 percent leaning (for likely
voters, 63% definite and 37% leaning). For Horner’'s supporters, however, 28 percent
are definite and 72 percent are leaning (for likely voters, 31% definite and 69% leaning).

In terms of who is supporting the candidates, we found that in almost every single
demographic category Mark Dayton is leading Tom Emmer and Tom Horner. The only
indicator that Dayton is not leading his opponents is party identification. Indeed, 8 of 10
Democrats are supporting Dayton, but only 7 of 10 Republicans are supporting Emmer
and 23% of Republican identifiers are supporting Horner. Although most Independent
Party identifiers support Horner, more than one-half are not and of those, more support
Dayton than Emmer. This applies to all respondents and for likely voters. Specifically,
Dayton is carrying other the Twin Cities metro area and outstate, he is leading among
both men and women, he is ahead in every income category and that even included
upper income strata, and in every age group except for likely voters he is behind Tom
Emmer in the 45-54 age group.

Also as a follow up, we asked respondents why they are supporting the candidates.
The top reasons are their budget views, don't like the opposition, education position,
ideology, party and tax position. For Dayton, the top three reasons are his education
position, same ideology and tax stance. For Emmer, the top three reasons are his



budget stance, party and a tie for ideology and his tax position. For Horner, the top
three reasons include a dislike for the opposition, tax position and a tie on his budget
stance and ideology.

VI. SUBSTANTIVE VARIABLES AND COSSTABULATION ANALYSES
(weighted; initial set of tables all respondents; final set on Gubernatorial races is
likely voters)

Do you think things in the state are going in tight direction or have they gotten off on the wrong track?

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Right Direction 163 26 26 26
Neutral 75 12 12 38
Wrong Track 350 56 56 94
Don't Know 37 6 6 100
Total 625 99 100

Percentwithin Do you consider yourself a...

State going in right direction?

Right Direction Neutral ~ Wrong Track Don't Know Total

Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 27% 11% 57% 5% 100%
Republican 28% 13% 57% 2% 100%
MN Independence Party
23% 5% 61% 11% 100%
Other Party 19% 16% 45% 19% 100%
Not Political 38% 13% 25% 25% 100%

Total 26% 12% 56% 6% 100%




What is the most important problem facing Minnesota?

Top 5 Reasons

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Other 188 30 30 30
Economy 136 22 22 52
Budget/Deficit 101 16 16 68
Unemployment/No job opportunities 82 13 13 81
Education (Funding/Quality) 78 12 12 93
Taxes 44 7 7 100
Total 628 100 100
Percent within Do you consider yourself a...
What is the most important problem facing MN?
Budget/Deficit Economy Education Taxes Unemployment/
(Funding/Quality) No job opportunities
Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 15% 18% 16% 4% 17%
Republican 21% 20% 10% 9% 13%
MN Independence
Party 9% 36% 2% % 2%
Other Party 15% 36% 21% 9%
Not Political 14% 43% 14% 14% 14%
Total 17% 22% 13% % 13%




Percentwithin Gender

What is the most important problem facing MN?

Budget/Deficit Economy Education Taxes Unemployment/No job
(Funding/Quality) opportunities
Gender Male 19% 22% 8% 6% 12%
Female 13% 21% 16% 8% 14%
Total 16% 22% 12% % 13%
Percent within Geographic Region
What is the most important problem facing MN?
Budget/Deficit ~ Economy Education Taxes Unemployment/No
(Funding/Quality) job opportunities
Geographic Region Seven County Metro 13% 23% 13% 8% 12%
Greater Minnesota 20% 20% 12% 6% 14%
Total 16% 22% 12% % 13%




Which party can do a better problem of handling problem you mentioned?

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Democratic 158 25 30 30
Republican 150 24 28 58
Don't Know 73 12 14 72
None 64 10 12 84
Independence Party 56 9 11 95
Other Party 14 2 3 97
Parties all the same 14 2 3 100
Total 529 84 100
Missing System 100 16
Total 628 100
Overall performance of Pawlenty
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Excellent 43 7 7 7
Pretty Good 216 34 34 41
Only Fair 179 28 28 70
Poor 168 27 27 96
Don't Know 22 4 4 100
Total 628 100 100




Percentwithin Do you consider yourself a...

Overall performance of Pawlenty

Excellent  Pretty Good Only Fair ~ Poor Don'tKnow  Total

Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 2% 14% 33% 48% 3% 100%
Republican 14% 58% 17% 7% 3% 100%

MN Independence Party

% 24% 38% 27% 4% 100%

Other Party 6% 34% 31% 22% 6% 100%

Not Political 17% 67% 17% 0% 100%

Total 8% 34% 27% 29% 3% 100%




Overall performance of Obama

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Excellent 45 7 7 7
Pretty Good 193 31 31 38
Only Fair 182 29 29 67
Poor 200 32 32 99
Don't Know 9 1 1 100
Total 628 100 100
Percent within Do you consider yourself a...
Overall performance of Obama
Excellent Pretty Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Total
Do you consider Democrat 14% 54% 25% 5% 2% 100%
yourself a...
Republican 0% 5% 33% 62% 0% 100%
MN Independence Party 11% 18% 30% 41% 100%
Other Party 6% 38% 13% 44% 100%
Not Political 17% 33% 17% 33% 100%



Percent within Do you consider yourself a...

Overall performance of Obama

Excellent Pretty Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Total

Do you consider Democrat 14% 54% 25% 5% 2% 100%
yourself a...

Republican 0% 5% 33% 62% 0% 100%

MN Independence Party 11% 18% 30% 41% 100%

Other Party 6% 38% 13% 44% 100%

Not Political 17% 33% 17% 33% 100%

Total 8% 31% 28% 32% 1% 100%

Presidential ElectiotMatch Up Between Obama anBawlenty

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Obama 279 44 45 45
Pawlenty 239 38 39 84
Someone Else 60 10 10 93
Don't Know 41 7 7 100
Total 618 98 100




Percent within Do you consider yoursedt..

Obama or Pawlenty?

Obama Pawlenty Don't Know Total
Someone Else
Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 82% 6% 6% 6% 100%
Republican 5% 80% 11% 4% 100%
MN Independence Party
38% 50% 8% 5% 100%
Other Party 33% 52% 6% 9% 100%
Not Political 50% 33% 0% 17% 100%
Total 46% 41% 8% 5% 100%
26 2FNY O6mnn0 2NJ/2fR 6n0 R2 &82dz FSSt (24 NRX
Barack Obama Sarah Palin Tim Pawlenty Tom Emmer Mark Dayton Tom Horner
Mean 49 38 46 43 48 50
Mode 0 0 50 50 50 50
Number and
(Percent)
1 (0% 22 (4% 16 (3% 101 (16% 40 (6% 147 (24%
Respondents (©%) (4%) (3%) (16%) (6%) (24%)

Unsure




The next table is the “horse race” question for the gubernatorial race. Those that follow
are a series of cross tab constructed to show the influence of demographic factors on
voter choice. These tables are of all respondents of this survey. Following these tables
are tables constructed of likely voters.

If the election was held today, who would you vote for?

(all respondents)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Dayton 232 37 37 37
Emmer 168 27 27 64
Horner 114 18 18 83
Not Sure 50 8 8 91
Other 41 7 7 97
Won't Vote 16 3 3 100

Total 622 99 100




Definitely or Leaning DAYTON

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Definite 130 21 56 56
Leaning 102 16 44 100
Total 232 37 100
Missing System 396 63
Total 628 100
Definitely or Leaning EMMER
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Definite 94 15 56 56
Leaning 74 12 44 100
Total 168 27 100
Missing System 460 73
Total 628 100




Definitely or Leaning HORNER

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Definite 30 5 26 26
Leaning 85 13 74 100
Total 114 18 100
Missing System 514 82
Total 628 100
Definitely or Leaning OTHER
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Definite 5 1 13 13
Leaning 36 6 87 100
Total 41 7 100
Missing System 587 93
Total 628 100




Percent within Do you consider yourself a...

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 81% 4% 15% 100%
Republican 7% 70% 23% 100%

MN Independence Party 31% 26% 43% 100%

Other Party 32% 25% 43% 100%

Not Political 33% 33% 33% 100%

Total 45% 33% 22% 100%

Percent within Geographic Region

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total
Geographic Region Seven County Metro 49% 28% 23% 100%
Outstate 41% 38% 21% 100%

Total 45% 33% 22% 100%




Percent within Gender

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Gender Male 39% 36% 25% 100%
Female 52% 29% 19% 100%

Total 45% 33% 22% 100%

Percent within Household Income

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Household Income Under $15,000 59% 24% 17% 100%
$15,000 to $25,000 55% 28% 18% 100%

$25,000 to $35,000 39% 35% 26% 100%

$35,000 to $50,000 52% 30% 19% 100%

$50,000 to $75,000 38% 36% 26% 100%

$75,000 to $100,000 52% 26% 22% 100%

$100,000 or more 37% 34% 29% 100%

Total 45% 32% 24% 100%




Percent within Age

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Age 1810 24 53% 33% 14% 100%
25t034 51% 25% 24% 100%

35t044 36% 32% 32% 100%

45t0 54 38% 3% 25% 100%

551064 49% 29% 22% 100%

65 and over 48% 39% 13% 100%

Total 45% 33% 22% 100%

Registered Voters,

If the election was held today, who would you vote for?

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid Dayton 222 38 38 38

Emmer 158 27 27 65

Horner 111 19 19 85

Not Sure 43 7 7 92

Other 40 7 7 99

Won't Vote 7 1 1 100

Total 581 99 100
Missing System 4 1
Total 585 100




Registered Voters,

If the election was held today, who would you vote for?

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid Dayton 222 38 38 38

Emmer 158 27 27 65

Horner 111 19 19 85

Not Sure 43 7 7 92

Other 40 7 7 99

Won't Vote 7 1 1 100

Total 581 99 100
Missing System 4 1
Total 585 100




The following tables include breakdowns based on SCSU Survey Likely Voter. Three questions were
asked of all respondents to determine who of all respondents are most likely to vote. To that end, we
asked if the respondents were registered to vote or planned to register, their chances of voting, and
how interested they are in the election.

Respondents who indicated they are almost certain to vote, and either that they are registered to vote
or planned to register, or have a great deal of interest in the election, were designated as likely voters
for purposes of analysis. This subgroup represents 462 respondents in the weighted sample, or 74% of
the total sample. The difference between all respondents

Likely Voters

If the election was held today, who would you vote for?

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid Dayton 184 40 40 40
Emmer 139 30 30 71
Horner 89 19 19 90
Other 24 5 5 95
Not Sure 22 5 5 100
Total 458 99 100

Missing System 4 1

Total 462 100




Likely Voters

Definitely or Leaning DAYTON

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid  Definite 113 24 61 61
Leaning 71 15 39 100
Total 184 40 100
Missing System 278 60
Total 462 100
Likely Voters
Definitely or Leaning EMMER
Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Percent
Valid Definite 88 19 63 63
Leaning 51 11 37 100
Total 139 30 100
Missing  System 323 70
Total 462 100




Likely Voters

Definitely or Leaning HORNER

Cumulative

Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Percent

Valid Definite 28 6 31 31
Leaning 61 13 69 100
Total 89 19 100
Missing  System 373 81
Total 462 100
Likely Voters
Definitely or Leaning OTHER
Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Definite 3 1 13 13
Leaning 21 4 87 100
Total 24 5 100
Missing ~ System 438 95
Total 462 100




Likely Voters

Percent within Do you consider yourself a...

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Do you consider yourself a... Democrat 82% 4% 14% 100%
Republican 5% 72% 23% 100%

MN Independence Party 36% 24% 40% 100%

Other Party 29% 25% 46% 100%

Not Political 40% 20% 40% 100%

Total 44% 34% 21% 100%

Likely Voters

Percentwithin Geographic Region

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total
Geographic Region Seven County Metro 47% 31% 21% 100%
Outstate 42% 36% 22% 100%

Total 45% 34% 22% 100%




Likely Voters

Percent within Gender

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Gender Male 40% 37% 24% 100%
Female 51% 30% 19% 100%

Total 45% 34% 21% 100%

Likely Voters

Percent within Household Income

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total

Household Income Under $15,000 75% 17% 8% 100%
$15,000 to $25,000 64% 24% 12% 100%

$25,000 to $35,000 43% 38% 19% 100%

$35,000 to $50,000 49% 31% 20% 100%

$50,000 to $75,000 37% 36% 27% 100%

$75,000 to $100,000 56% 29% 15% 100%

$100,000 or more 36% 33% 31% 100%

Total 45% 32% 23% 100%




Likely Voters

Percent within Age

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total
Age 18to 24 48% 39% 13% 100%
25t0 34 53% 25% 22% 100%
35to 44 38% 31% 31% 100%
45to 54 36% 40% 24% 100%
Reason for Voting for Candidate
Top 6 Reasons
Percent of
Percent of
N Respondents Responses
Budget Position 64 7% 12%
Don't like Opposition 63 7% 11%
Education/School 55 6% 10%
Same Political Ideology 131 14% 24%
Same Political Party 71 8% 13%
Taxes 57 6% 10%
55 to 64 51% 30% 20% 100%
65 and over 49% 38% 12% 100%
Total 45% 34% 21% 100%




The six reasons were included because they received over 10% of

the responses.

Top 6 Reasongy Candidate

Who are you definite or leaning toward?

Dayton Emmer Horner Total
Six most commonly cited reasons for voting for person  Budget Position Count 19 34 10 64
Percent 30% 53% 16%
Don't like Opposition Count 18 20 20 58
Percent 30% 35% 35%
Education/School Count 39 9 7 55
Percent 71% 17% 12%
Same Political Ideology  Count 60 49 21 130
Percent 46% 38% 16%
Same Political Party Count 30 35 5 71
Percent 43% 50% 7%
Taxes Count 25 22 11 57
Percent 44% 38% 19%
Total Count 146 118 56 320

Percentages and totals are based on respondents.

The six reasons receiving over 10% of the responses given.
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