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Table 4  

Next we are going to ask you to rate the responses of different people and 
organizations to the 35W bridge collapse.  After each choice, please respond 

with one of the following: Excellent, Pretty Good, Poor or Unacceptable. 
(questions randomly rotated) 

 

The first responders, such as police, fire fighters, divers and hospital 
emergency people? 

Response Frequency Percent 

Excellent 477 78 

Pretty Good 110 18 

Poor 6 1 

Unacceptable 0 0 

Donôt Know 18 3 

Total 609 100% 

Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty? 

Response Frequency Percent 

Excellent 98 16 

Pretty Good 329 54 

Poor 85 14 

Unacceptable 41 7 

Donôt Know 56 9 

Total 608 100% 

Minnesota Transportation Commissioner Carol Molnau? 

Response Frequency Percent 

Excellent 40 7 

Pretty Good 202 33 

Poor 148 25 

Unacceptable 80 13 

Donôt Know 135 22 

Total 604 100% 

Federal Agencies such as the Department of Transportation and the National 
Transportation Safety Board? 

Response Frequency Percent 

Excellent 69 11 

Pretty Good 333 55 

Poor 104 17 

Unacceptable 31 5 

Donôt Know 70 12 

Total 607 100% 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 5  

Generally speaking, do you think the condition of bridges in Minnesota is a 
major problem, minor problem or not a problem at all? 

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Major Problem 221 36 

Minor Problem 303 50 

Not a Problem at all 48 8 

Donôt Know 39 6 

Total 611 100% 
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Table 6  

Would you support or oppose a ñfive cent-ten centò increase in the stateôs gas tax if it 
is used solely to increase the building and maintenance of roads and bridges in your 

area of the state? 
 

 Five Cent Ten Cent 

Response Frequency Percent Frequency Percent 

Support 326 53 169 28 

Oppose 258 42 418 68 

Donôt Know 28 5 24 4 

Total 612 100% 611 100% 

 
 
 

 
Table 7  

Do you support or oppose a one-half cent increase in the Twin Cities metro 
areas sales tax for expanding Light Rail in the Twin Cities metro area? 

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Support 330 54 

Oppose 222 36 

Donôt Know 59 10 

Total 610 100% 

 
 
 
  



 

 
Table 8  

Several counties in Minnesota charge a five dollar fee, called a wheelage tax, 
to help pay for building and maintaining their county roads and bridges.  This 

fee is collected when you pay your vehicle license tabs.   
 

Do you support or oppose your county charging a wheelage tax of five dollars a 
year to build and maintain your county roads and bridges? 

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Support 391 64 

Oppose 196 32 

Donôt Know 24 4 

Total 610 100% 

 
 
 
 

 
Table 9 

Which of the following Minnesota state or local government taxes do you 
believe is the least fair? 

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Sales Tax 65 11 

Property taxes on home, 
businesses and apartments 

263 43 

Income Tax 222 37 

Donôt Know 55 9 

Total 605 100% 

 
 
 
 

 
Table 10 

Do you feel you pay more than your fair share in state income taxes, less than 
your fair share, or is the amount you pay about right? 

 

Response Frequency Percent 

More Than Fair Share 252 42 

Less Than Fair Share 19 3 

Pay About Right 312 52 

Donôt Know 22 4 

Total 605 100% 

 



  



 
Table 11 

Do you support or oppose an income tax increase on the highest 2% of 
Minnesotaôs income earners if the increase was used for property tax relief?  

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Support 350 57 

Oppose 224 37 

Donôt Know 37 6 

Total 610 100% 

 
 

 
Table 12 

Some states tax food and clothing but allow lower income families to 
completely deduct their tax payments on food and clothing. 

 
If lower income families could deduct their tax payments, do you support or 

oppose a sales tax on CLOTHING in Minnesota if the increase in revenue was 
used for property tax relief?  

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Support 194 32 

Oppose 384 63 

Donôt Know 32 5 

Total 611 100% 

If lower income families could deduct their tax payments, do you support or 
oppose a sales tax on FOOD in Minnesota if the increase in revenue was used 

for property tax relief? 

Support 163 27 

Oppose 425 70 

Donôt Know 22 3 

Total 611 100% 

 
 
 

 
Table 13 

Do you support or oppose holding constant property taxes on the homes of low 
income disabled and retired individuals?  

 

Response Frequency Percent 

Support 361 60 

Oppose 194 32 

Donôt Know 47 8 

Total 604 100% 
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