WOMEN ON WEDNESDAY
Spring 2007                 
GLOBAL WOMEN TRANSFORMING THE WORLD! 
Atwood Theatre


Noon to 1:00 p.m. *

· Unless otherwise noted, all sessions will be held on Wednesdays from noon to 1:00 p.m.
All events are free and open to the public.

Transnational feminist movements continue to expose and respond to the current conditions of women globally, including violence, discrimination and inequality. Gender bias, discrimination and violence are deeply embedded in societies throughout the world, including the U.S., but women continue to keep their eyes on the prize -- a world in which women have ample opportunity for education, political influence, healthy families, and freedom to make choices that are best for them and their families.  Whether women organize through resistance, women’s empowerment, lobbying for public policy changes or education, transformation is occurring at many levels.

 

This series has been designed to build upon the fall semester program of addressing women’s lives from a global viewpoint, with a clearer focus on international women’s perspectives and issues.  The Women’s Center is featuring presentations from international women and on international women’s issues that examine the ways that women have organized on their own terms to improve the lives of women and to fight multiple forms of oppression. It is in the spirit of global women’s resilience and their inspiring efforts that we offer this program on the SCSU campus! 
 

January 31  -- Three great events to attend!

Women, Health and Family Planning
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Atwood Theatre

Our presenter will theorize on the concept of family planning accessibility in Non-Western countries. The talk will pay particular attention to the extended family concept--which has not been changed by conflicting foreign cultures--and to the complexities of inserting a Western-developed construct into the lives of Non-Western people.  People who restrict their family size are taking a leap into the unknown, as having a limited number of children is alien to some Africans.  For example, couples may not have the sexes of children they want (two boys and one girl, or vice versa) and other issues arise, as well, for couples who try to imitate foreigners by having a fixed number of children.  Join us for an important discussion on the implications of family planning on an international level.  

 

Presenter:

Dr. Patience Togo is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Work at SCSU.  She holds BSW and MSW degrees from Carleton University in Canada, and a Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota.  Prior to joining SCSU, Togo worked with diverse communities and underserved populations in Canada, Japan and the U.S.  She has experience working in domestic violence program management, curriculum development, training, and applied research.  Togo’s research interests include anti-racist/anti-oppression pedagogy, multicultural education, community organizing, violence against women research in communities of color, and parenting practices among African immigrants and refugees
One Person Can Make A Difference
6:00-7:15 pm *
Ritsche Auditorium, Stewart Hall
 

Cindy Sheehan is an internationally-known mom and peace & social justice advocate whose son, Army Specialist Casey A. Sheehan, was killed in action in Sadr City, Baghdad, on April 4, 2004.  Sheehan is founder of Gold Star Families for Peace, an organization of Americans who have had loved ones killed in wars. In August 2005, as an act of protest against the war, Sheehan took a stand outside of George Bush's home in Crawford, Texas asking for what noble cause her son died. Her protest drew worldwide attention and galvanized the anti-war movement. Sheehan's memoir, Peace Mom: A Mother's Journey Through Heartache to Activism is available from Atria Books, a Division of Simon & Schuster.

 

A booksigning will be held in Atwood Theatre Lounge from 7:15-8:00 p.m.
Sponsored by NOVA.
Co-sponsors: Women’s Center. PUP, CodePink and WALL.
Sustainable Development, Democracy and Peace:  A Critical Link 

A Keynote Address by Dr. Wangari Maathai
7:30 p.m. *

Ritsche Auditorium, Stewart Hall

•
2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

•
Founder, The Green Belt Movement

•
Visiting Fellow at Yale University’s Global Institute for Sustainable Forestry

Wangari Maathai was the first woman in East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree.  She pioneered the concept of mobilizing communities to protect their environment through tree planting in 1976, while an active member of the National Council of Women of Kenya.  A year later, she developed this idea into a grassroots organization, The Green Belt Movement. Today, Professor Maathai is an elected Member of Parliament and serves as Deputy Minister of Environment in Kenya’s government.

The Green Belt Movement started with tree planting, a simple, elegant, and pragmatic solution to the problem of environmental degradation. The central philosophy of The Green Belt Movement is the empowerment of individuals so that they can take action to improve their lives. Through its process of mobilizing people to take action, The Green Belt Movement has lead to the planting of over 30 million trees in Kenya, the improvement of the lives of hundreds of thousands of women and their families, and peaceful democratic change at the national level. Dr. Maathai’s vision for the future is “a world in which the environment, democratic space and peace are secure and citizens (young and old) are empowered to take action.”

Sponsored by the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning

Co-Sponsors: NOVA, Women’s Center, Organization for the Prevention of AIDS in Africa, Residence Hall Association, African Studies Association, Center for International Studies, and Multicultural Student Services

February 7 – Bride Kidnapping in Kyrgyzstan
This presentation will show excerpts from the film entitled, “Bride Kidnapping in Kyrgyzstan.”  The presenter will discuss this phenomenon from a human rights perspective, as well as the broader issue of forced marriage and its many forms.  We will learn about some of Minnesota Advocates’ findings regarding women’s human rights in other countries relating to marriage and human rights, including Tajikistan and Sierra Leone.  Finally, we will learn what people can do to further educate themselves on the issue.  

Presenter:  

Rosalyn Park is a Staff Attorney with the Women's Program and Special Projects at Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights. She received her J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School and her B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Prior to her fellowship with Minnesota Advocates, Park interned with Anti-Slavery International in London as an Upper Midwest International Human Rights Fellow. She is admitted to practice in Minnesota.

February 14 – French Civil Union and Immigration Policies: A Traditional Division of Labor All Over Again?

This presentation will explore the impacts of recent sexual and immigration policies on the everyday life of bi-national gay migrants in the context of the European Union.  Using data from in-depth interviews and observation at various sites, the presenter will explore the impact that immigration regulations, imposed on gay couples who desire residing in France, have on gay couples everyday in public and private spheres.

By examining the intersections among sexuality, immigration and the state, the presenter’s research creates a bridge between scholarship in immigration, law and society, and gender and sexuality studies. Such bridges are important in providing theoretical frameworks that address the lives of those who possess multiple identities and who, therefore, simultaneously have to negotiate multiple borders, whether sexual, national or European.  

            

Presenter:

Sandrine Zerbib is a French sociologist and new faculty in the Sociology and Anthropology department at St Cloud State University.  She focuses on the PACS (Pacte Civil de Solidarité), a French law legalizing gay and lesbian domestic partnership which grants gay couples several benefits that are similar to marriage, including visas for gay and lesbian migrants in partnership with French, European or non-European gay citizens.  

February 21 - Darfur Crisis: The Unbearable Burden Women Carry 

The current conflict in Darfur is complex, caused by a host of political, social, economic and environmental problems. The result is a humanitarian crisis affecting millions of people, especially women and children, who frequently suffer the effects of displacement, famine and disease, most sharply, and are most in need of health services.  They experience higher odds of being raped than finding food. When a complication arises in delivering a baby, they are lucky if they are transported to a makeshift clinic on the back of a horse-drawn cart down a rough road. ARC’s women’s health program in South Darfur focuses on improving the health and lives of women and children. The importance that ARC places on women’s health signifies a crucial step toward women’s empowerment and towards lifting the “unbearable burden” they now carry. 

Presenter: 
Connie Kamara, MPH, is a Senior Technical Advisor – Global Health, America Refugee Committee (ARC) in Minneapolis.  She provides technical advice to ARC’s health programs in various countries around the world.  Kamara received her Masters in Public Health from Tulane University’s School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine. She has more than 15 years of experience in development, relief and international health care, and specializes in participatory and multisectoral approaches to women’s health issues.  

February 28 – Women’s Body Image: A Global Perspective
It is well-documented that the U.S. media impacts the lives of women in this country in dramatic and, often, negative ways.  Not only does it permeate the lives of women in this country, it also impacts women across the globe, as well.  Anywhere that U.S. driven media has been made available, pervasive body image problems for women follow. Western media portrays the ideal woman as white, thin and flawless in all ways.  This portrayal now dominates the socially-constructed ideal of, especially, young women in many countries with an image that is attainable for very few but is desired by the majority. Join our panel of students, from around the globe, as they discuss how this media influence impacts their lives and the women around them.
Panelists:
Reetu Hyoju is an international student from Nepal.  She is a graduate student majoring in Social Responsibility, and is currently working as a graduate assistant in the SCSU Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 
Farhia Said was born in Somalia, migrated to the U.S. in 1993, and was raised in Rochester, Minnesota. She is a third year student studying Community Psychology and is active in numerous SCSU student organizations.
In commemoration of Eating Disorders Awareness Week
March 14 – Muslim Family Feminism:  Are we happening?    
Muslim women’s rights have been a major topic of debates in many discourses.  This presentation attempts to decolonize the imagination by integrating postmodernism in challenging colonial, postcolonial, and White Western feminists’ views of Muslim women’s status and rights by arguing that Islamic feminism has been the most viable option and inextricably embedded in understanding Muslim family dynamics. Muslim women’s struggles for equality, their progress and achievements in the cultural context of Iran are also evaluated. The goal is to offer a comprehensive analysis of Muslim feminists’ struggles for equality and their achievements within the framework of “Muslim family feminism.”
Presenter:  Manijeh Daneshpour is the coordinator of the Marriage and Family Therapy Program at St. Cloud State University.  She teaches marriage and family therapy graduate courses and, as a licensed marriage and family therapist, works with individuals and families in her private practice. Daneshpour provides supervision to post degree Marriage and Family Therapy students and mentors supervisors who are providing supervision to others in order to become AAMFT approved supervisors. She is from Iran and identifies herself as a Muslim feminist.  Daneshpour’s research interests and her publications are also in the areas of diversity, social justice, third wave feminism, and impact of trauma on family functioning. 

March 21 – Hmong Women’s Leadership:  Organizing and transforming their communities
This panel presentation will discuss ways that Hmong women organize in order to overcome oppression and to improve the lives of women in their community.  Panelists will discuss how they have resisted various forms of oppression -- and how they respond to barriers and overcome strict gender roles.  They will also discuss how gender roles are changing in the Hmong community, and how the same issues that divide many in U.S. culture, such as the war in Iraq, also divide members of the Hmong community.  
Tzong Chang is an Assistant Director of Admissions, Transfer Coordinator at St. Cloud State University.  She graduated with her Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and is currently pursuing her Masters in Science in Higher Education Administration at SCSU.  In 2006, she was co-chair of the special events committee for the Hmong National Development Conference in Minneapolis.  She is also helping plan the National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum Conference in St. Cloud, Minnesota.    

Kathy Mouacheupao has been the Executive Director for the Center for Hmong Arts and Talent (CHAT) since December 2005. After graduating from Concordia University in 2001, with a BA in Education and a minor in Sociology, she took the position as the Outreach and Educator for Asian Women United of Minnesota (AWUM) and the House of Peace Shelter, a nonprofit organization dedicated to ending domestic violence. In 2003, Mouacheupao made the life-changing decision to continue her community work through the arts with CHAT. She believes that the arts focus on the positive and productive parts of the community and can be used as a vehicle to strengthen the community by addressing all issues experienced in life. In addition to her daily responsibilities, Mouacheupao writes for Hmong Today newspaper, is an active member of the Hmong Women’s Giving Circle, and serves on the Steering Committee for TakeAction Minnesota.
Douacha Vang is a 2005 graduate of St. Cloud State University with a Community Psychology degree.  At SCSU, she participated in Student Government as a Senator, Co-Chaired the Women’s Equality Group, and received an Excellence in Leadership award as well as the Multicultural Student Services Director’s Award.  After graduation, Vang became the Program Coordinator at the Association for the Advancement of Hmong Women in MN working with new Hmong refugees.  She also helped organize the 2006 Hmong National Development Conference, which brought a record-breaking 1,000 participants to downtown Minneapolis for the 3 day conference. 
March 28 – Negotiating With The State:  Understanding women’s family role construction in post-Mao China
This presentation will examine workplace engendering processes that reshaped urban married women’s family roles in urban China during the recent economic reforms marked by decentralization, privatization and open-door policies. While the above reform strategies were designed to provide individuals with incentives and opportunities to improve their livelihood through competition, the reform processes are often fraught with paradoxes, producing mixed and, sometimes, denigrating results to workers.  The presenter will demonstrate how the denigration of labor partly accounts for some urban women’s shift from their devotion to work to their domestic responsibilities.

Presenter:  Dr. Jiping Zuo is a Professor of Sociology at SCSU. She has been focusing her research, in the past three years, on state-family relations in China. Zuo’s presentation is based on her fieldwork in 2005 funded by an American Sociological Society FAD grant and a National Science Foundation grant.
April 11 – The History of Women's Rights in Afghanistan 
After the Constitution of 1964, women gained a number of important rights in Afghanistan.  From the 1960s until the beginning of the 1990s women were educated, held high level positions in many sectors of society, and enjoyed a full range of human rights.  When the US-backed fundamentalists took power in 1992, women lost their rights, and they continued to lose even more rights when the Taliban came to power in 1996.  Five years after the fall of the Taliban, women are still struggling in all aspects of society.  Come to this presentation to learn more about the history of Afghani women’s rights and the current struggle to reverse the brutal gender bias in Afghan culture.

Presenter:
Fahima Vorgetts grew up in Afghanistan and, from a young age, she was involved with the early women’s rights movement in that country.  She opened new schools for girls and literacy classes for women, created income-generating projects for widows to help them become self-sufficient, and distributed warm clothing, among other numerous humanitarian and educational projects.  Vorgetts also arranged for the shipment of medical and other supplies to Afghanistan and has been actively involved in consciousness-raising and fundraising for many years, including her leadership for the Afghan Women’s Fund.  She is the winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award “for Extraordinary Contribution to Peace and Justice,” awarded by the Ann Arundel Peace Action Organization in 2002.  
April 18 – Violence Against Women in Mexico
Since 1993, the cities of Chihuahua and Juarez, near the US-Mexico border, have been killing fields for young women.   Almost 400 women and girls have been raped and murdered and more than 70 remain missing. A significant number of victims work in the maquiladora sector - sweatshops that produce for export. The maquiladoras employ mainly young women, at poverty level wages. Yet despite the crime wave, they offer almost no protection for their workers, and the Mexican government has been unable or unwilling to crack down and solve this crime wave in a community known as the “city of fear” by women.  This presentation will feature excerpts from the film, “Señorita Extraviada” and a discussion about the perceptions of this crime from both sides of the border.
Presenter: Lucia Mendez is a recent graduate of SCSU. She is originally from St. Paul’s West Side where social activism was a big part of her life. Upon arriving at SCSU, Mendez found a community within the Chicano Student organization, M.E.Ch.A., where she was an active participant for five years. She has been, and will always be, a social activist advocating for various issues that surround marginalized groups seeking justice.
In commemoration of Sexual Assault Awareness Month

April 25 –  Resisting Sexual Violence as a Performance of Gender in Democratic Republic of Congo

This presentation represents and interprets the historical realities of all human struggles against persecution, oppression, poverty, war and all forms of social upheaval and aggression that occurs in Africa, particularly in DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo), where rape forms a part of the daily reality for women and girls.   It is not about a place, a people, or a time but about the collective will of the human spirit to seek freedom and justice. This challenges us to remember, to ponder, and to strive for a better world as history has taught us that “whenever the people come together, the walls of oppression come tumbling down.”
Presenter:  
Dr. Lindah Mhando is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at SCSU. She did her field work in Rwanda and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where she captured the oral narratives of women and girls, many of whom are victims of sexual violence. Mhando’s teaching interests cover a broad range of chronological and thematic topics.  She has taught courses on women and the world system, race and ethnic relations, subaltern and feminist jurisprudence, and sociology of inequality.
In commemoration of Sexual Assault Awareness Month

