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Executive Summary

Á Students appreciate the convenience of living on campus, 
especially the community and social aspects.  Students move off 
campus in order to live more independently, have more living 
space, as well as a private kitchen and bedroom, and to have 
more convenient parking.

Á Students believe it is most important to provide housing for first 
year students and international students.

Á SCSU offers housing to 22% of enrollment, which is near the 
median of its peers (24%) as is its occupancy (95%). Rates for 
traditional housing are close to the median.

Á The off -campus market offers students a variety of choices with 
little new housing in the pipeline.

Á There is incremental demand for approximately 1,340 renovated 
or new beds of housing. 
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Methodology of Marketing Research 

Á Focus Groups

Á 9 focus groups

Á 90 participants

Á Peer Institutions

Á 11 peer institutions

Á Off-Campus Market

Á Rental complexes (individual and by -the-unit leases)

Á Rental company websites

Á Survey

Á E-mail sent to all current students

Á Cash prizes offered as incentive

Á 3,057 valid responses ð2,083 off -campus responses, 974 on-campus 
responses
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Focus Groups Feedback

Positives of Living In University Housing

Á Convenience

Á Proximity to campus 

facilities and events

Á Maintenance services 

provided

Á No need to commute or 

drive late at night

Á Community environment

Á Ability to meet other 

students

Á Ease of involvement in 

extra -curricular activities

Á More awareness of campus 

events

Á Stronger connection with 

the University community

Á Security
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Student Survey

Importance of Providing Housing
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Student Survey

Impact of Current Housing: Decision to Attend 
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Student Survey

Satisfaction with Housing 
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Student Survey

Satisfaction with On -Campus Housing 
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Student Survey

Funding Housing 
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Student Survey

Reasons for Moving Off Campus
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Rules, regulations, and policies in general

Preference for private/semi -private bath

My friends were moving off campus

Campus alcohol restrictions

Normal progression to move off after 1st or 2nd yr

Preference for private bedroom

Inconvenient parking on campus

Ability to cook meals in own kitchen

Needed more living space

Desire for more freedom & independent lifestyle
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Housing Preferences
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Student Survey

Factors Considered in Choosing Housing

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

Physical condition of the housing

Safety and security

Availability of parking

Quiet living environment

Ability to cook my own meals

Freedom from rules and regulations

Proximity to campus facilities and services

Adequate living space within the unit

Personal space/privacy

Affordable cost

Ability to cook my own meals

Satisfy parentsõ wishes

Quiet living environment

Adequate living space within the unit

Personal space/privacy

Safety and security

Ability to be on a meal plan

Affordable cost

Ability to meet other students/social atmosphere

Proximity to campus facilities and services
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Student Survey

Desired Facility Improvements
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Emergency blue lights in parking lots

Moveable/improved furnishings within the unit

Individual room temperature controls

Modernization of community bathrooms

Sound insulation

Personal storage space

Private or semi -private bathroom

Air conditioning

Private bedroom

Larger rooms

Improved elevator service

Private bedroom
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Moveable/improved furnishings within the unit

Increased number of electrical outlets

Sound insulation

Individual room temperature controls

Air conditioning

Larger rooms
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Student Survey

Desired Amenity Improvements

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

Convenience store

Improved quality of washers and dryers

Study lounges

Community kitchens

Late night food spots

Weight or aerobics rooms

Laundry rooms on every floor

Computer labs

High speed and/or wireless Internet

Convenient parking

Convenience store

Weekend cleaning services

Weight or aerobics rooms

Community kitchens

Improved quality of washers and dryers

Laundry rooms on every floor

Computer labs

Late night food spots

Convenient parking

High speed and/or wireless Internet
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Student Survey

Desired Student Life Improvements

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

In-hall review sessions

Educational seminars for residents

In-hall writing help center

Opportunities to interact w/ faculty out of classroom

Programs to develop leadership skills

In-hall academic advising

In-hall tutoring services

Ability to live near those in my same academic year

Ability to live in a common interest community

Opportunities for social interaction

In-hall review sessions

Educational seminars for residents

Opportunities to interact w/ faculty out of classroom

In-hall writing help center

Programs to develop leadership skills

In-hall academic advising

In-hall tutoring services

Ability to live near those in my same academic year

Ability to live in a common interest community

Opportunities for social interaction
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Student Survey

Tested Units and Semester Rents 

Á Existing Renovated

Bedroom only shown

Renovated 
Traditional 

Double

Renovated 
Benton Hall

Renovated Stateview

$2,360 per Semester
$2,620 per Semester

$3,145 per Semester
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Student Survey

Tested Units and Semester Rents 

Á New Construction

Two - Double - Bedroom 
Semi - Suite

Two - Double - Bedroom 
Suite

$2,685 per Semester
$2,915 per Semester
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Student Survey

Tested Units and Semester Rents 

Á New construction

Group - Style Housing

$3,765 for 
single bedroom

$3,200 for 
double bedroom
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Student Survey 

Unit Preference
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Ren. Trad. DBL

New 2-DBL BR Semi-Suite

Ren. Benton Hall

New 2-DBL BR Suite

New Group - DBL

New Group - SGL

Ren. Stateview

Ren. Trad. DBL

New 2-DBL BR Semi-Suite

Ren. Benton Hall

New 2-DBL BR Suite

New Group - DBL

New Group - SGL

Ren. Stateview
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