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A $250,000 grant to St.
Cloud State University’s col-
lege of education will help
— the school
| form a rela-
tionship with
a university
in Moldova.
The United
States Infor-
mation

Schnellert  Agency grant
Program will comes from
help establish the State De-

technology link z
partment’s

Bureau of Education and
Cultural Affairs and is the
first the university has re-
ceived from the organization.
It will help link St. Cloud
State with Balts Alecu Rus-
so State University in
Moldova. The school has
about 20,000 students.
“This is a faculty ex-
change program,” said Gary
Schnellert, associate profes-
sor and chairman of leader-
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ship and educational ad-
ministration at St. Cloud
State.

Joane McKay, dean of the
college of education, said
the program supports the
college’s goals.

“Ultimately, we want to
target certain areas of the
world where we can have
this kind of relationship,”
McKay said. “I've always
said the world is big
enough for all of us, we just
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need to learn how to work to-
gether; and this is a beginning.”

The program will focus on cur-
riculum revitalization, graduate
faculty development and dis-
tance education.

“Their curriculum is predomi-
nantly Sovietlike, and theyre in-
terested in other styles,”
Schnellert said. “They don’t have
post-graduate courses in specific
areas. We also want to establish
a technology link with them.”

Making the trip

This three-year project took ef-
fect Sept. 5, and the first trip to
Moldova will be Oet. 19 by four
St. Cloud State faculty members.
The members will determine the
needs and areas of interest for
the project.

“These are four outstanding
professors, all who have previous
experience in international pro-
grams,” McKay said.

Pamm Minden, director of re-
search for the col-
lege of education,
Paula Bradfield-
Kreider, associate
professor of mid-
| dle and high
I school education,
Maxine Bauer-
meister, assistant
professor of child
and family stud-
ies, and Schnellert
form the initial
team.

“I think we were
drawn to each
other because of
our international
travel  experi-
ences,” Bradfield-
Kreider said.
“They are flexible
folks, with a good
sense of humor
and good heart
for people. And
theyre  pretty
savvy about trav-
eling so I feel
good about travel-
ing with them.”

Plamen Mil-
tenoff, an assis-
| tant professor and

special projects li-

brarian at St.

Cloud State who
is from Bulgaria, will assist the
team in its preparations for the
four-day trip.

During spring semester, a
group of faculty members will go
to the Moldovan university for
the first exchange. They are
scheduled to stay for two
months.

“We don’t know who's going to

on vat hnt diffarant nannle have

Bradfield-
Kreider

Plamen
Miltenoff

Moldova will come to St. Cloud
State, and will stay for two
months to a semester. Simulta-
neous exchanges could take place
in the future.

A big part of the money from
the grant will go toward technol-
ogy. :
“We'll provide them with tech-
nology, like computers, software,
Internet access, slide projectors,”
Schnellert said. “And of course,
the money will go to travel ex-
penses, t00.”

Student exchange

Student involvement is a fu-
ture possibility.

“It’s still very early to tell, but
we may have some of their top
students come here and work
with our people, then they can go

back and help their professors set
up a graduate program,”’
Schnellert said.

If there are classes taught in
English, St. Cloud State students
could potentially study in Moldo-
va in an exchange program.

“Overall, this program will give
us a model for the way we want to
do international programming in
the college (of education),” McK-
ay said. “We want to establish
tangible goals that fit the mission
of global education, and what bet-
ter way to start than in a country
that is asking for our help. We
know we will learn from them.”

Apart from preparing on a
professional level, personal
preparation also needs to take
place.

“I'm trying to figure out layers
and how to look professional but
still stay warm,” Bradfield-Krei-
der said.

The group is also looking for
small gifts for the Moldovans

Moldova at a glance

Where: Between Romania
and Ukraine

Size: 33,700 square kilome-
ters

Population: About 4.33 mil-
lion in 1996

Capital: Chisinau

Language: Moldovan, which

is a Romanian dialect, and
Russian

Currency: Leu

Government: Parliamentary
republic

Background: Declared inde-
pendence from the Soviet
Union in August 1991

they’ll meet. Exchanging gifts is
a big part of the culture.

“My research base is immers-
ing in a culture not your own,”
Bradfield-Kreider said. “I think
when you do this kind of work so
much of the culture depends on
the language, and we don’t have
that. So many misunderstand-
ings could happen without the
language. T know we'll make a lot
of mistakes, but we’ll have the
best of intentions.”

The project is an opportunity
for St. Cloud to be an ambassa-
dor to a sister city in Moldova,
she said.

“I've had international experi-
ence in the past and it’s always
been beneficial,” Schnellert said.
“The one thing I really enjoy is I
always feel like a child, so tc
speak. Everything is new; I look at
things in a different light, meet
new people, develop new friend-
ships.”



