Changes For Traction Industry Possible

By Lynn Kelfior

metton prociict makes, sellers and nsers nay have 1o wtwist siwds

from Lhelr tracks. The eptestiot now ks when,

A Jolut Conference Comunlitee of the Minnesola Sinte Leglsintwre s
declding how (o hacorporate twction product leglalation o n bill, At
press tline, the commiltiee Ixul not come 1o decislon, Wisever U devi-
sion), though, It coulkd mcemt changes for those In tlic inctlon lncdusary

The odyhal wording, and the one approved by e Minvesola Sen-
ale, called for a st han on it] paved swduees, This would have includ-
ed voad crossings axl all paved-tmils. The House, bowever, amended
the bill to sty the efleet of tracion products on paved surficces over
the next two years.

Since the tmction Jegistation bs pant of & 1mueh hrger bill, i may inke n
couple af weeks belore nuy declsions are announcecl. ‘This sune bl also
includes leglslation covering persobul waneremlt,

Rob Mussehunn, president of Hope, Mich.-busec International Engl-
neering and Muoulacturlng, which makes Woodlyd brnd traction prod-
ucls, isnt (00 worried sbowt the ouome, He also sivongly feels that there
will be the Iwo-year study periock

"Il everybocly thinks tvis will bury s, they're wrong,™ Musschoan sald.
*Minnesotn s the second lrgest state b icomis of siowmobile swners in
the nntion, but there are more thny 1.3 miition snowmvblles reglstered in
the US, alone,”

Minnesoians accouol lor 275,000 snowmobiles.

Whese i lmetion product ban would Inui, e satd, wns witlin rcing
snd ihe support tractlon produict cotpetiles give t races, A fruction ban,
he predicts, woukt elso do umensiumble danige Lo the mmount of revenue
snowinobllers putmp fino rumd Minmesotn,

*1 wouldy wond 10 be the he af the Depariinent of Tourlsm I that
pissed,” he suld,

The hingiage of the pmpuud was dmngud to specily innetlon prodicts
uscd on sowinoblle inwcks, skl Greg Sorcison, preskdent of Miunesol
Uniied Showmohllers Assodatlon. "We dont bave o worry about car-
bicles,” Sorenson said.

The proposal waa brought sbow by the Minnesota Seisue Euvlmu—
menl Finance Comniliee,

“AL this polw, we don'l oppose a b because of the deamngze (0 xved
iralls,* sl Nancy 1tuondes, of the Bulocement office for e Minucsota
Department of Nekural Resoaurces.

What leppens in Minnesotn could set 1 precedent for nelghboring
stutes, suld Sorenson,

Michign leglshors huve come ctown on the skle of supporiing traction
product use, sald Mussehnan, bit Wisconsin decision-makers are wadling
10 sec what happens 111 1ts westerly neighbor,

“Prom a sfety standpolin, (here Is a place for studs espedinlly ju south-
cmm parl of state where Lhe (rafls wre miore tey,™ sndd Vie Koasnxu, a reglon-
ol trwtinlag oflicer for the Minnesota DNR,

*| w1 w 600, tise s bide wenr 1ods, wouldn't do without them, Koos-

See Traction, Page 15.



