$5 MILLION GRANT TO DEVELOP TEACHERS
FOR A NEW CLASSROOM MODEL

MENTORING PROGRAM TO HELP
GIRLS OF COLOR REACH FOR THE TOP

group of St. Cloud area junior and senior high school girls of color are
exploring their potential through a Women and Girls Mentoring Project that
pairs them with SCSU student role models.

With $22,980 in grant funding from the Women'’s Foundation of Minnesota, SCSU
Cultural Diversity Funds and SCSU Sponsored Programs, SCSU professors Dr. Niloufer
Merchant, who teaches community psychology, and Dr. Lalita Subrahmanyan, whose field
is teacher development, have organized the mentoring program aimed at building
students’ self-esteem and motivating interest in professional career fields.

Ten SCSU women students are serving as mentors in a structured service-learning
program, sharing their experience and helping guide and advise younger girls to develop
goals and plans for their future. Decontee Kofa, president of the student organization
Today’s Women, serves as student coordinator for the project.

The crossgenerational, crosscultural group meets weekly at the SCSU Women's Center to
talk about issues and motivate each other, through personal stories and encouragement,
fo explore career fields and expand the students’ expectations for the future.

“We want to help girls discover and make plans to achieve their potential long before
they reach a college campus,” said Merchant, project coordinator.

14



