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PART 1: Praxis — General

Information
«

-The Praxis Series is an ETS (Educational Testing
Service) program which provides state exams and
services utilized in teacher certification. —

: \
YEducational
‘WWW.ets. Ol’g E TS® Testing Service

-Each state determines which Praxis exams are
required for certification.

In Minnesota, teacher candidates must take the
Praxis | and Praxis Il test series.



Praxis — General Information Cont.
o

- Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Tests or PPST)
should have been taken early in your college
career and should be completed at this point.

-Praxis Il tests include the Principles of Learning
and Teaching (PLT) AND subject matter/content
tests. These tests should be taken sometime
around your last semester of student teaching.
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Praxis — Which tests do | take? &

1. A first time teacher licensure candidate must take one of
the four tests of professional knowledge depending upon
what grade levels you plan to teach:

- PLT Early Childhood

- PLT K-6

- PLT 5-9

- PLT 7-12

2. Besides the PLT, you must take a Content/Subject
matter test(s) for the licensure area you are applying
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Part 2: Which tests do | take? C

e All K-12 majors, including Special Education can
take any PLT, however, the SPED department
recommends they take the K-6 PLT.

e The Minnesota Board of Teaching is considering
doing away with the PLT 5-9, so in the past we have
told students that it is best to take the K-6 or 7-12
test.



Which tests do | take? @

e By taking the PLT 7-12 teacher candidates are not prevented Iin
any way from teaching in a K-6 setting, and vice verse. It really
depends on which age group you know and understand from a

pedagogy stand point.

e The tests you will need to take will depend on your major and

cognate/content.

— If you are an elementary ed. major you will have to take the K-6 PLT, EL.
Ed. Content Test and a middle school content test (i.e. Social Studies,
Math, English or Science).

- If you are a secondary ed. major you will need to take the PLT 7-12 and
your cognate area.

- If you are a k-12 cognate, you can take either the K-6 or 7-12 PLT and
your cognate.



Principles of Learning & Teaching (PLT)




Test of Professional Knowledge -
Praxis |l

Select the test within the grade range of scope of
practice. Applicants are only required to take one
PLT test.

e 20521 Principles of Learning and Teaching:
Early Childhood

e 20522 Principles of Learning and Teaching:
Grades K-6

e 20523 Principles of Learning and Teaching:
Grades 5-9

e 20524 Principles of Learning and Teaching:
Grades 7-12



http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/pdf/0521.pdf
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/pdf/0522.pdf
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/pdf/0523.pdf
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/pdf/0524.pdf

What is the PLT?

e 2 hour standardized test

e 12 short-answer questions and 24 multiple-
choice questions

e Format: 4 case studies, each with 3 constructed-
response questions and 24 multiple choice
guestions

e Focuses on basic principles of learning and
teaching essential for running a classroom

e Drawn from theoretical foundations provided by
educational theorists and developmental
psychologists



Content/Subject Assessments




Elementary Ed. Content Examinations

e All candidates for licensure to teach elementary
students in grades K-6, with grade 5-8 or
preprimary specialty must complete the
***Elementary Education: Content Knowledge test (10014).

e Candidates for K-6 plus a
5-8 specialty must also take a
middle level specialty test for
grades 5-8.

- (For example: Science , Math, Social Studies, Literature)




Secondary & K-12 majors -
Content Examinations

e The Subject Matter / Content Test(s) that
secondary majors take will depend on their
specified field of licensure.

— (For example: Biology, Chemistry, Earth & Space
Science, Physical Education, etc.)

e Again, to find out which tests you specifically need to
take:

— Ask someone who works in the Praxis Center ©
— Check on www.ets.org/praxis



http://www.ets.org/praxis

SPED Majors-
Content Examinations

e SPED Majors are required to take
Education of Exceptional Students:
Core Content Knowledge (#20353).



CFS Majors-
Content Examinations

e CFS Majors are required to take Early
Childhood Birth — Age 8

— Early Childhood: Content Knowledge (#10022)



Part 3: Registration

e Fill out online reqgistration at:
Wwww.ets.org/praxis

e Obtain and submit official registration
form via U.S. Mail or Online.

- The form is located online at the Educational
Testing Services website (www.ets.orq)

— At the Praxis Center ED. building B113-C



http://www.ets.org/praxis
http://www.ets.org/

Part 4: Test Dates and Fees

TEST DATE | REGISTER BY

11/14/09 10/15/09
1/9/10 12/10/09
3/13/10 2/11/10
4/24/10 3/25/10

Total Praxis Il Costs (first time

testing this year, all taxes included):

Elem. Educ. Majors: $310.00
Spec. Educ. Majors: $205.00
Sec. Educ./All Other Majors: $220.00

Fees

PLT: $90

Middle School Content
tests (Social Studies,
Science, Math,
English/Lang. Arts) : $90

Special Education (all
fields) : $65

All other subject and
specialty areas: $80

$50 registration fee (one
time per year)




Part 4: Praxis |l Online Resources
N

e Minnesota Teacher Testing Requirements

— http://leducation.state.mn.us/html/intro teacher test
req.htm

e ETS Praxis Online Registration:
- http://ets.org/praxis/prxreq.html

e Test preparation study guides
— http://www.ets.org/praxis/prxorder.html

e Out of Session Registration instructions
— http://education.state.mn.us/content/086003.doc



http://education.state.mn.us/html/intro teacher test req.htm
http://education.state.mn.us/html/intro teacher test req.htm
http://ets.org/praxis/prxreg.html
http://www.ets.org/praxis/prxorder.html
http://education.state.mn.us/content/086003.doc

Plan your study and study your plan

Remember that the PRAXIS Il is your licensure test. Just like law students
study for the bar exam and finance students study for the CPA exam,
education students need to study for the PRAXIS Il in order to pass and do
their very best. Please complete this study plan. The content is listed in
you “Tests at a Glance” booklet.

List the content
that is covered

How well do |
know this
content?

What
resources do |
have for
studying the
content?

What
resources do |
need?

Where could |
find this
resource?

Date and time |
plan to study
(individually,
pairs, groups)

Date
completed




Get plenty of sleep!!

Be awake: “Educational research indicates the mind
is not fully activated until three hours after waking.”

Eat a healthy breakfast prior to the exam
Wear layered clothing

Bring your photo ID with you (drivers license,
passport etc.) Don’t bring food, hats, paper, or drink

Be prepared to wait in line while checking in and plan
accordingly

Don’t get to the testing site too early, but definitely
not late! Allow for about 20-30 minutes.



Are you Ready??

e Reduce your test anxiety:

v

Are you familiar with which tests you need to take?
Have you followed all test registration procedures?

Do you know what topics are covered in each test you are
planning to take?

Have you reviewed textbooks and course notes related to
topics covered?

Are you familiar with tips and test-taking strategies?

PREPARE, ORGANIZE, and PRACTICE!!!



SCSU Praxis Center
Fall 2009 Hours

e Mondays: 10a.m.1 7p.m.
e Tuesdays: 9a.m.i 6p.m.
e Wednesday: 10a.m.7 8 p.m.
e Thursdays: 9a.m.i Noon

4p.m.T 7p.m.
e Fridays: Available by appointment

*Private Sessions by Appointment only

= Contact:

= Laura Vaughn Veatch & Keeley Christoff
»  Graduate Assistants
320-308-3645
E-mail: praxis@stcloudstate.edu



mailto:praxis@stcloudstate.edu

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENDANCE!!
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SCSU Praxis Center

Services __ Offered: Educ. Bldg. Room B113 -C
*Registration Help 320 -308 -3645

‘Walk -In Q& A praxis@stcloudstate.edu
«Study Worksheets & Packets

*Materials for Check -out
Individual Appointments

PPST & Praxis Il Workshops
*Practice Tests

www.stcloudstate.edu/oce/praxis



General Questions?




