
 

St. Cloud State Department of 
Nursing Sciences 

 
__________________________ 

 
Welcome to the SCSU Nursing Alumni Newsletter. View 
the alumni link on the SCSU Nursing Webpage where 
alumni news will be stored. Go to 
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/nursing/alumni.asp 
 

 
NURSING ALUMNI BLOG BEING 

DEVELOPED 
http://scsunursing.blogspot.com/ 
In order to post your ideas on the SCSU Nursing Alumni 
blog,  

1. Sign up to become a “follower” on 

http://scsunursing.blogspot.com/. 

2. Click on the “Follow” button on the top left side 

of the page or click on the “sign in” option by 

using an existing Gmail email account, AIM 

email account or Yahoo email account.   

a. If you do not have an existing email 

account under these sites, you can 

create one with any of these three 

companies.   

b. You can create an account on 

www.gmail.com, www.aim.com, or 

www.yahoo.com.  This process only 

takes a few minutes.   

3. Once you have signed up to be a “Follower”, 

you can post your comments. 

 
ALUMNI NEEDED TO CHAIR AND 

COORDINATE THE NURSING ALUMNI 
ORGANIZATION 

 
he nursing alumni is in need of alumni to form a 
board and direct activities for the nursing alumni. 
Organization of activities and the newsletter 

would be done by alumni who know what is needed for 
a successful and useful group. We have assistance in 
posting information to the website.  
 

 
 
 

: 

 Kristin Payne Brandt ’04 has volunteered to organize 
the 5 year class reunion. Please discuss with your fellow 
alumni and bring the ideas forward.  Please contact 
Kristin via e-mail with suggestions and contact 
information.  Kristinrose2@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CCNE Accreditation 
 
In November of 2008, CCNE made their visit and all 
went well.  The Nursing Department is accredited for 10 
more years.  

 

 
 

 

T 
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Nursing Department Updates: 

 Brown Hall renovation is scheduled to be 
complete by December 2009. 

 The Nursing Science Lab will be on the main 
campus with the renovation. 

  A twice a year admission to the nursing major 
has been implemented. 40 students will be 
admitted each January and September. 

 The second accelerated class is scheduled to 
graduate December 2009. 

 In fall of 2008, the Department of Nursing 
Science admitted the second cohort of 16 
nursing students to the Accelerated Nursing 
Program. This program admits students who 
already hold baccalaureate degrees from other 
fields and sends them through a fast paced 16 
month nursing curriculum. The group is 
scheduled to graduate in December of 2009. 
The first cohort of 6 students graduated in 
December of 2007 and had a 100% pass rate on 
the NCLEX examination.  The new class is a 
diverse group with students from Kenya and 
Cameroun, is 25% male, and includes those 
who hold baccalaureate degrees in Community 
Health, Biology, and Medical Technology among 
others. Susan Johnson Warner, Founding 
Director and Professor, took over from Mary 
Hoenig as Accelerated Coordinator this fall upon 
Mary’s retirement. 

 The Department of Nursing Science  and the 
American Indian Center at St. Cloud State 
University have entered into a partnership to 
establish an American Indian Nursing Program. 
The main goal of the program is to increase the 
number of American Indian nurses to serve 
Minnesota Indian communities. Our first 
American Indian nurse, Rebekah Fineday (Leech 
Lake) will graduate in May 2009.  Susan Johnson 
Warner RN, Ed.D , Founding Director and 
Professor, spent her sabbatical semester spring 
of 2008 planning for and working on this 
initiative.  

 
NCLEX Pass Rates 

Year  # of Students  % 

2004 20 90 

2005 32 94 

2006 37 100 

2007 39 95 

2008 44 100 

 

 
 

Alumni Updates 
 

 
 
Kristin Payne Brandt ’04:  
I am still at St Cloud hospital in the Float Pool. The float 
pool seems to keep my curiosity at bay and keeps me 
content.  The constant change and unpredictability is 
great!  Started to finish the lower level of our home. 
Having a 15 month old, that has every toy a 
grandparent can buy, has given us incentive to finish it 
early.  No plan for “number 2” as Bella keeps us 
hopping!  I want to plan a get together for the first class 
this summer.   Hope all is well with everyone!  
 
 
Nicole (Bloch) Neisen ’04:  
My biggest accomplishment lately is the birth of my 
beautiful baby boy, Kane Matthew on August 31st, 
2008, I am so in love.  I am still in CCU at the St. Cloud 
Hospital.  Married to my husband Lucas and we are 
going to visit my best friend Andrea in Palm Springs in 
March.  Nothing else too exciting at this time. 
 



Amy Hopkins ’04:  
I am still working for the St. Cloud VA, currently as a MH 
triage nurse in our outpatient MH clinic. However, I 
have just recently accepted a new position, and will be 
transferring to the VA's Home Based Primary Care 
program, working as a home care nurse as well 
as taking on the coordinator position for the Telehealth 
services with our veterans at the VA in primary care.  I 
am very excited about this new opportunity and 
challenge.  The VA has been a good, stable employer for 
me. 
My daughter Arianna is now 15, a freshman at Tech 
high school and doing well.  
 I would love to know if a reunion is in the works for our 
class, we will be going on 5 years this May?? And I have 
heard many people have married and had babies, it 
would be wonderful to see everyone again.  Any word 
from others if this is something people would like to 
do? 

 
 
Lisa Bahr ’04: 
There's not too much new here- I continue to work as 
the Director of Nursing at Annandale Care Center which 
keeps me more than busy.  We will start construction 
next month for a new wellness center, complete with a 
therapeutic pool for our residents and community 
members which is exciting.  I am currently managing the 
exercise program we do here every day with residents 
and tenants and have seen great results.  I was 
selected for the MAGEC (MN Area Geriatric Education 
Center) Fellow at the U of M in Minneapolis which I 
attend classes monthly for 5 months, that has been a 
great learning opportunity.  One of my biggest 
challenges in my job is the Human Resources aspect of 
it- they certainly don't teach you that in nursing school 
and we do not have HR so I am it!  I've learned a lot on 
that topic in a hurry.  On the personal side, I am 
spending most of my time with my nieces and nephews 
and my mother who has been dx with metastatic 
cancer; I have learned more than I wanted to about 
oncology and chemo!  Life is short, enjoy it! 
 
Stacy Gall RN BSN CHPN ‘04:  
Still working at the St. Cloud VAMC bldg 49-1---and 
LOVE my job! ;) 
 
Amanda Schulte ‘04:  
Just wanted to let you know that my husband and I 
welcomed twin boys on January 21st. Their names are 
Albert and Bradley.  Hope all is going well with you and 
the nursing program. 
 

Karen Webb ‘04:  
Hope everyone is well. Please say hello for me. I'm still 
teaching full time at a community college in Boulder, 
Co. I also work per diem on a telemetry floor-I've done 
this now for four years-hard to believe. I finished my 
master's in nursing education and have started my 
application for my PhD. I did however decide to hold off 
another year because I want to have a little fun this 
summer. I am going to New York to be a Camp Nurse for 
6 weeks! Exciting because I can take my kids.  Because I 
have a family this is the extent of what I think would be 
fun-a travel nurse.  Wishing you all a great new 
year.....Karen Webb 
P.S. My scholarly news is that I'm presenting my first 
poster at a conference in Washington D.C. this summer. 
Topic....Introducing evidence based practice to ADN 
students. What do you think? 
 
Jen Gieser ‘04:  
Gosh can you believe it's been almost 5 yrs since we 
graduated!!  Here is an update in our very busy life! 
I am still teaching childbirth education for the hospital 
(it's been over 3 yrs!) along with volunteering to teach 
childbirth ed classes for birthline in St. Cloud. I really do 
love the teaching role as a nurse.  I also enjoy seeing the 
SCSU nursing students when they attend the birthing 
classes! 
Family news is VERY busy for us right now.  We have 
finally moved to Becker. It was a stressful process but 
we were able to move into the house we built the 
beginning of Dec.  It's nice to finally be settled in.  Our 
other family news is with our oldest son Avery. Many of 
my classmates and professors might remember him- I 
had him just before senior year.  July 08 we took him in 
for toe walking and found out after many, many 
appointments with several specialists that he has a very 
rare disorder called Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (LCH).  
We were quite shocked at this diagnosis.  We had found 
it in his T3 and the tumor has crushed it. Currently 
chemotherapy is used for treatment and thankfully we 
have not had to take that route yet. For anyone who 
wishes to learn more we have set up a website for him, 
you can find out more about LCH and the long journey 
we have started upon.  
www.caringbridge.org/visit/averysjourney  So it's been 
a very busy year for us.  We are very thankful that our 
daughter Calla who is now 3 and our son Elliott who is 
18 months are healthy!  
 
 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/averysjourney


 
 
Melissa Erdahl ’05:  
I am still employed on the Polytrauma Transitional unit 
at the VAMC as the only RN and really enjoy it.  
I've started graduate school as well. I'm at Augsburg in 
their Master of Arts in Transcultural Nursing program in 
the leadership and management track. I really love the 
program at Augsburg and have many opportunities for 
travel abroad.  I am lucky to have full tuition 
reimbursement through the VA. 
Otherwise I have been a busy "hockey mom" this year 
as McCartney has decided skating was his next love 
after baseball.  My husband took a sous chef position at 
a French restaurant in uptown so no one has been 
starving either!   
 
Stacy Michalski (Dunderi) ‘05:  
I recently changed jobs at the St. Cloud Hospital.  I am 
now working in the Float Pool and loving it!  It was 
definitely a good change.  My husband, Paul, is still 
working for MnDOT.  Gavin will be 5 in May and Hailey 
is 16 months.  They keep us very busy.  Paul and I will be 
traveling to the Virgin Islands on April 1st for a friend’s 
wedding and we are very excited to get away to warm 
weather!  Hope all is well with everyone!  It would be 
great to plan a reunion to catch up with everyone!  Take 
Care! 
 
Angie Gebhardt ’05: 
OB Registered Nurse 
Monticello Big Lake Hospital 
agebhard@mblch.com 
(763) 271-2218 
I would like to add our latest addition to the family: 
Lindsey born on Nov 30.  Thanks! 
 
Cathy Keller ‘05: Cathy Keller, 
I continue to work at the CentraCare Neurosurgery 
Clinic.  We recently moved our office to the Health Care 
Plaza from River Campus.   
My daughter is at NDSU in the respiratory care program 
hoping to get an internship starting next fall with 
graduation in Dec 2010. 
My husband and I are planning a trip to Hawaii this fall 
to celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary. 
I was wondering if any of SCSU's nursing grads have 
entered a nurse practitioner program.  If so, which one 
and how do they like it? 
 

Jill Hauge ‘05: Recently we added a new member to our 
family. Brayden Alan Hauge was born on January 18.  
We are very excited to have 2 wonderful boys now.  I 
am still working part time at Woodwinds Hospital in 
Labor/Delivery. 
 
 

 
 
Nicole Ouke ’06: 

Hello classmates and instructors! Currently I am in the 
thick of graduate school work at MNSU in my third 
semester of the FNP program. I have changed my plans 
to finish in a total of 3 years, rather than the minimum 
of 2.  I am off to Nurse's Day on the Hill to meet with 
the legislator for class, again. I feel as if I am becoming a 
professional at this. I continue to work in Glencoe in 
Med/Surg, OB, and occasionally I am thrown into the 
ER. Although not everything is school and work related, 
I did have plenty of fun in Grand Cayman and Cozumel 
this winter. Look forward to hearing about your lives!  

Hilary Smith (Sigfrid) ‘06:  
I am currently living in Alabama. My husband Luke is 
stationed down here at Ft. Rucker for the Army and is 
going to flight school to be a helicopter pilot. AL is 
pretty different from MN but we are enjoying it. We are 
about 80 miles from the gulf and Panama City and enjoy 
taking weekend trips done there. I left my job at the U 
of MN PICU and am currently working in Surgery at a 
hospital in southeast Alabama. The OR is entirely 
different from the PICU but I am enjoying the Monday 
through Friday with no holidays or weekends. Hope 
everyone is doing well.  
 
Angie Mehr ‘06:  
What is new with me is that I clinical laddered to level 3 
and now work in progressive care. I am still at the 
Surgical Care Unit at the St. Cloud Hospital. In 
November I got engaged to a wonderful man; our 
wedding is May 15, 2010. Hope all is well with everyone 
else.  
 
Holly Christoffer ‘06: Just wanted to update everyone 
that Ben and I got engaged when we were on our sailing 
trip to the British Virgin Islands and we are planning a 
wedding for July 31st, 2009. Hope all is well! 
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Kari Koenig (Euteneuer) ‘06:  
Things are going great here. I can't say enough how nice 
it is to be done with school - all that homework! It is 
also nice to not be the student. I am far from being 
great at my job but no longer the novice learner. It is 
interesting to watch the students learn and grow. 
 Here are my updates: 
 I am still working at the Albany Hospital - where I was 
hired as a new grad. I can't believe in a few months it 
will be three years already. I have been working straight 
nights (MTWTh - no weekends) for about two years 
now as the charge RN. We are such a small hospital that 
my title is med/surg/peds/OB/ER. I get to do a wide 
variety of nursing skills every time I work. It is fun but 
kind of scary too.  
 I got married last summer in June. Bryan and I went to 
Maine for our honeymoon. No kids yet. No big 
vacations planned for this year at this time.  
 I don't plan on going to school anytime soon. I really 
like being a nurse but am keeping my options open. I 
am just very happy to have a job right now. 
  
Kris Kok ‘06: I am working as a Unit Coordinator on the 
Adult Health Care Unit at Rice Memorial Hospital.  
Jeston and I welcomed Lauren Grace to our family on 
September 10, 2008!  I have been on leave since she 
was born and unfortunately will be back to work in 
about a month. It has been great to be home with her.  I 
am a part of the Summer Intern Committee at Rice and 
have had the pleasure to interview some very 
exceptional St. Cloud State students!  Yeah!!!!   Other 
than that, pretty boring! 
 
James Campbell ‘06: Things are going great for me! Still 
pursuing a Masters in Nursing Informatics will be 
finished in May 2010. Just bought a house in Saint Louis 
Park and also got married to my long time girlfriend 
Amy. We had a small wedding and spent 2 weeks in 
Panama traveling for our honeymoon. I also transferred 
positions from an ICU nurse at Methodist to a 
Application Coordinator working on our new medical 
record implementation, no more scrubs for now. I really 
like my new role and I enjoy making nurses work easier 
from a medical records standpoint. That is quite a long 
list of graduates, congrats and hope all is well! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chelsea Frohlich ‘07: Tell everyone hello!! I am 
currently working on the Transitional Care Unit at St. 
Alexius in Bismarck, ND. I really like it because we get to 
see everything and it keeps me current on all my 
nursing skills!! I am also in the process of planning a 
wedding. I am getting married on July 31st this year so 
it has been busy but fun!! I am especially excited 
because we are planning the honeymoon for Jamaica! I 
also became an aunt this year, so I have been busy 
visiting my nephew in Bozeman MT. Otherwise all is 
well and I miss everyone and even school once in 
awhile! 
 
 
 
Dana Moen ’07:  

I can't believe that it has been almost 2 years since I 
graduated.  I am forever grateful that I was accepted 
into the SCSU Nursing Program and all the experiences 
that I had throughout the program.  I am so happy that I 
am a nurse!  Challenging to say the least, but I love the 
challenge.  I worked at SCH for 1 1/2 years in the float 
pool.  Floated to med 1 and 2, surg, onc, ortho, neuro, 
rehab, peds, and tele.  LOVED IT!!  Learned so much!  
And had the best supervisors ever.  Would not have left 
SCH, but always wanted to give travel nursing a try.  So 
that is what I am doing. Currently working in Palm 
Springs, CA at Desert Regional Medical Center.  I am 
working in the float pool here.  I float to same types of 
units, plus ER.  I received my ACLS certification before I 
came here.  It's a 3 month contract.  I am done the end 
of March.  I hope to find a travel assignment in MN.  I 
have 6 weddings Spring, Summer and Fall.  Plus I miss 
MN, my family, friends, and boyfriend.  Still with Casey!   
The weather has been great, but I am looking forward 
to leaving this hospital.  The quality of care doesn't even 
compare to SCH!!  It has been quite the experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jess (Hommerding) Baumann’07:  
Since graduation in Spring of 2007, I've changed a few 
jobs and forged some major relationships. I started out 
in the Family Birthing Center at the St. Cloud Hospital, 
which is where I thought I always wanted to be. After 
figuring out that it wasn't quite for me, I did a short stint 
as a Case Manager for a home care agency before 
settling down as a Public Health Nurse for Stearns 
County. Currently, I'm working in the jail, where 
everyday seems to bring something new and exciting! 
On November 29th, 2008 Roger and I finally tied the 
knot in front of our family and friends. I think everyone 
was so excited that, after almost seven years together, 
we finally took the plunge! We bought a house in Sartell 
in May of 2008 and recently added a dog, Tanner, to our 
family. We're definitely keeping busy and loving every 
moment we can together. Best of wishes to everyone 
else, and we hope you're doing just as well! 

 
Kris Nord ‘07:  
Things are going really well for me. I am now working at 
Buffalo Hospital in the ED. It is really nice to be so close 
to home. We now have 3 children. Hannah is going to 
be 4 in March. Our second child was born on Dec 7, 
2007. Her name is Kalah. She is now a happy and crazy 1 
year old. We found out that we were pregnant again 
last April which was a BIG surprise. I had my little boy, 
Josiah, on Oct 29th last year. He was 10 weeks early. He 
spent some time down at Minneapolis Children's 
hospital in the NICU. He came home at the beginning of 
December and is doing really well now. He was 4 
pounds 4 ounces when he was born but now weighs 11 
pounds. We are tired, but happy that everyone is doing 
well. Otherwise, not much new to report. I love where I 
am working and have all I can handle at home:) 
 
Amy Cruser ‘07:  
Hello nursing class of 2007. I hope everything is going 
well for each of you. I am still working in the ER in 
Brainerd and on the ambulance. I have one semester of 
school left and then have one year of clinical where I 
will specialize in critical care. I am expected to graduate 
in spring 2010 with a master’s degree as a clinical nurse 
specialist. I am currently working on my thesis project 
which is actually a continuation of a project I started in 
undergraduate school about family presence during 
invasive procedures and resuscitation. I am looking 
forward to Oct 09 in which I get to go to Mexico for my 
friend’s wedding. 
 
 
 
 

Kelly (McCarney) Tomczik ‘07:   
I got married Oct. 4, 2008, so now I am Kelly McCarney. 
I am still working at the St. Cloud Hospital in the ICU and 
loving it. I am also still coaching the Sartell Sabre Dance 
Team and we are headed to the State Tournament next 
weekend for the 5 year in a row. Other than that, 
nothing else much new, went on a trip to Mexico after 
the wedding which was wonderful to take my 1 real 
"paid vacation" from work! 
 
Alla Savchuk ‘07:  
I'm currently employed at Fairview Southdale Hospital 
working as an L/D Nurse (finally!). I worked on the 
surgical unit after graduation, then post-partum for 6 
months, and have finally made my way to L/D which I 
absolutely love!! I've had a second baby since I've 
graduated, another boy. Kaleb will be 3 years old April 
1st, and Aiden will be 1 year old May 7th. We're taking 
our first family vacation this month, tomorrow actually. 
We'll be going to Anna Maria Island in Florida for 1 
week. No scholarly events or projects, I still haven't 
read a book since nursing school... I'm still taking a 
break from all that reading and "school stuff". That 
sums it up for me. Hope all is going well for the SCSU 
Nursing program can't wait to hear what the others are 
doing. 
 
Hillary Brown ‘07:  
This past summer I got married, my new name is Hillary 
Waldum. We have also bought a house on the river in 
Sauk Rapids, and I am currently working in a outpatient 
dialysis unit at the health Plaza. 
 
Magdelene Akumah ‘07:  
I hope you are doing well and happy New Year. Am 
doing good and am a mom now to a one month old girl 
her name is Sadie-Iris and I got married to my 
wonderful husband Floyd last year. I worked at Mercy 
Hospital full time part of last year in the med-surg unit 
and later I took a charge nurse position in an assisted 
living facility in Minneapolis- Mount Olivet Home. I 
enjoy it and the schedule is perfect being a new mom. 
This year am going back to school hopefully fall for 
masters degree in public health. Have a great week. 
 
Nina Weber ‘07:  
The only news I have about myself is that I work in a 
Trauma hospital (ICU) in Tacoma Washington and do 
per diem travel assignments in Seattle. I will be taking 
my CCRN exam before May 6th and I will be applying to 
grad school in December in Portland in hopes of getting 
into CRNA School.  Hope all is well! 



Jennifer Schumann ‘07:  
Employment: Working at Abbott Northwestern in the 
CV surgical ICU, primarily recovering post open heart 
patients 
Family news: Only addition is a now 9 month old yellow 
lab named Scout. 
Vacations/fun activities: Taking a trip to the Dominican 
Republic this spring to enjoy the sun and the sand, get 
away from this cold weather! 
Scholarly events/projects: Just passed the CCRN 
certification this January, I was excited to do it, but am 
very glad now that the extra studying is done. 

Jodi Kariniemi ‘07: 
I can't believe it has been almost 2 years that I have 
been a nurse! Time just flies by. I am still working 
straight nights in the Pediatric ICU at the Children's 
Hospital in Minneapolis and I still love it as much as I did 
when I started! I can't imagine doing anything else so I 
have no plans to make any career changes anytime 
soon. I just joined the Unit Council and by the time this 
update goes out I will have gone to my very first 
meeting. I am living in an apartment in Plymouth and I 
am finally taking a well deserved vacation to Cabo San 
Lucas in March. My goal for the next year is to do more 
traveling! 
 

 

Jill Libbesmeier ‘08:  Still at the St. Cloud Hospital in 
Oncology.  I've also been enjoying spending a lot of 
quality time with my Grandpa. 

Leeah Hannigan ‘08:  
I started working in June at Mercy Hospital in Coon 
Rapids on the Family Care Unit. I have a wonderful 
mixture of pediatric, post-partum and medical/surgical 
patients. It is mainly a women and children’s floor but I 
have been getting experience in SO many different 
areas. I am planning my wedding as I am getting 
married in September in my hometown, White Bear 
Lake. We are planning on moving out of state in a year 
or two, and are highly considering Denver CO. I have 
enjoyed finding time again to see friends and family! 
Hope all is well with everyone.  
 
 
 
 
 

Jackie Saulsbury (Leuze) ‘08:    
Employment- Rice Memorial Hospital, Willmar, MN : 
Med/Surg floor, rotating shifts; and I also work for a 
Collaborative part-time with grant writing for 
Eliminating Health Disparities in minority youth. 
Family news- Married to my husband Mike(August 
2008) and have 1 daughter, Edyn,6, hoping try for more 
this fall 
Vacations/fun activities- Went for a 2 week Alaskan 
land/sea cruise for honeymoon. Saving for that Disney 
trip for our daughter! 
Scholarly events/projects-continue to work as a nurse 
and looking for master's programs as a Midwife or NP. 
Not sure yet.  
Anything you would like to know from your former 
classmates- Great to be a nurse and be doing what I 
love. I find a lot of enjoyment in it. I can't believe I'm 
done with school, at times it is still surreal. I am so 
proud of the SCSU nursing program and to have been a 
part of it. 
Can't wait to see what everyone's up to!  
 
Jackie Knese ( Hillstrom) ‘08:  
I am currently working in Moose Lake at the same rural 
hospital I did my capstone at.  I love it.  I am ICU trained 
and will have my ACLS in a few weeks.  I get to jump 
in and help in all departments.  Since I have started here 
I have been involved in many codes, even a stat c-
section where we had to bag the baby.  I help PACU and 
back in ER when they need it.  It has been a great first 
year and must say I am thankful for the education you 
guys provided me.  I feel so prepared.  Thank you for 
that!  
Say Hello to all the others!  
 
Michelle Jungels ‘08: I'm working at St. Cloud Hospital 
on the Surgical Care Unit (4NW).  I see and work with a 
lot of students in hunter green and white!  (I still get a 
little bit of anxiety when I see those uniforms)  :)  It's 
hard to believe I've been an RN for almost a year 
already! 
Eric and I just bought our first house in January.  It's in 
Sartell.....we got a really great deal on a foreclosure so 
that's been a fun project! 
Eric just left for another deployment the second week 
of February.  He'll be in Iraq for a year.  So....I'm gearing 
up for another long year apart....hoping I can keep 
myself at least HALF as busy as I was when I was in 
nursing school last time he was gone.  You girls (and 
boys) were a good distraction and good support last 
time he was gone.   
Hope all is well with everyone! 
 



LaRissa Wagner ’08:  
I am currently employed at Fairview Southdale on their 
Med/Surg Oncology Unit.  The last 8 months have really 
gone by fast.  I have learned a tremendous amount 
about oncology, and have even picked up a few new 
skills.  My nursing career thus far has been extremely 
rewarding, and I take great pride in being a nurse.  I am 
excited to announce that I have just become a mommy.  
Our pride and joy Noah arrived on February 5, 2009.  
My husband Todd and I are truly smitten!  We are all 
happy and healthy and are living in our hometown of 
New Prague. 
 
Susan Tollefson ‘08:  
Dan and I love Colorado and have been adjusting well.   
-I am working at Denver Health, which is Denver's 
county hospital.  I am on the Step Down Unit.   
-In December I got engaged and we are planning a 
Minnesota wedding for Oct. 10th, 2009 
 
Lisa Jacobsen ’08: I've been working at Mercy Hospital 
in Coon Rapids since August on a med-surg, orthopedic, 
and oncology floor and am moving to St Louis Park in 
May.  

 

 
 
Abilgail Rossing  ’07:- Not much is new.  I'm still 
working at St. Joe's in Saint Paul on their neuro/ortho 
unit.  I would love to take a vacation but seeing as I am 
still pretty low on the seniority list I might have to wait a 
while.  We had our class "reunion" last November and 
hopefully we will have another one this summer. 
 
Courtney Taufen ’07:  
I am working full-time on the Surgical Care Unit at the 
St.Cloud Hospital.  I am still learning a lot, and really 
enjoying it, most all the time.  We added another baby 
boy to our family, which makes 3.  Aidan John was born 
on July 18th and has been such a wonderful addition to 
our family.  His two older brothers love him to death 
and are proving to be great "big brothers".  We are very 
blessed to have three happy, healthy, and active boys.  
My husband was elected as the fire chief of the St. 
Joseph fire dept this year and we are all very proud of 
him.  We have not had the opportunity to go on any 
real fabulous vacations, but spend as much time as we 
can at our cabin in Walker with our family and friends.  
We are all doing well and keeping very busy. 
 
 

Justin Anderson ’07:   
I'm still working at regions in the SICU. It is just as 
humbling as ever to be up here. The nurses around me 
set the bar pretty high. I've started floating to the 
medical and burn ICU's but I prefer my home on the 
trauma unit. I love the frenzied yet calm challenge a TTA 
patient, and I especially enjoy working with fresh CABG 
pts. Still kicking around the idea of picking up the books 
again and applying to CRNA school, but I've got a LOT to 
learn before I can make that jump. 
I've been able to squeeze a few trips in as well. In 
august I went to Norway to visit a good friend for three 
weeks. Lots of hiking and sea kayaking on that trip. I've 
also been able to sneak out to Colorado, Montana and 
Canada this winter for a few weekends of skiing and ice 
climbing. I'm also dating a nurse who started traveling 
in October - what a great excuse to go visit. I just got 
back yesterday from spending a week with her in San 
Francisco. Who knows, if my plans for more school 
change; I may have to pack my bags and stomp around 
the country. 
 
 
Lynn Lampi ’07:  
Love working at SCH-surgical care unit! and I work with 
Courtney and sometimes Deidra:)   Just returned from 
10days in Hawaii, have made it out to Colorado skiing 
every month, and Lola is still lovely and logging lots of 
sleep hours; I've been meaning to call that boy from our 
class... 


