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News

Cutting edge music classes |
cultivate DIY electronic art

Becky Kuschel
- STAFF WRITER

In anticipation of a new
bachelor's degree, the music

department debuts a trie of non-
traditional courses 1his fall,

The new classes gracing
the fall lineup are Electronic
Sound, Do-H-Yoursell (DY)
Audio and ElectroAcoustic
Arls Ensemble.

These courses hreak away
from traditional music classes
and combine the scicnce of
glecrronics and the art of mo-
s,

Students will lcamn some
history. about composers of
clectronie musie, Lxperiment
with classical analog  studio
techniques using modern soft-
ware, create thelr own composi-
tion and perform live electronic
works by composers [rom Lhe
past 20 years.

In DY Audio, students will
do “circuit bending.”

“In thiz coursec, students
will break cut a soldering gun
and wire together balteries,
wires, capacitors, phomoelec-
tric cells and whatever bits of
hardware we can find to create
chaotic cybernetic sound are,”
said Kristian Twombly, profes-
gor of Mew Media and History
of Rock and Eoll, “Well build
microphones, ampliliers, oscil-
lators aned then stick them to-
gether and make art.”

Twombly's moal with the
new cowrses 15 to expand a
student™ way of thinking aboul
music. He hopes they'l]l be-
come more open feowhat sound
arl can b,

“Today’s modern musician
has to rely on a variety of skills
in order o And employment,”
Twombly sad, “We hope to
give our students the skill and
EXPCTICNCES NCCESSATY W move
into felds like composition,
web design, video game design,
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SI udents will break out a soldering gun
and wire together batteries, wires, capaci-
tors, photoelectric cells and whatever bits of
hardware we can find to create chaotic cy-

bernetic sound art.”

Christian Twombly
Professor of New Media

music production, really any-
thing that combines technology
and sound.”

Collaboration amongst stu-
dents to form new works of
moltimedia art is the center-
picce of these courses.

Twombly is even looking
for teamwork owtside of SC-
51's campus.

“We hope o collaborate
with & group of gradoate sto-
dents at the TIniversity of Min-
nesota who are also doing this
kind of cxpenmenting in their
spare  time,” Twombly  said.
“They don’t have a course like
thiz at the University of Min-
nesora,”

The three clusses are the

bepinning of what could he-
come a new bachelors degree in
New Media in Music,

“We  have always  been
aware of a segment of the sto-
dent population that was inter-
csted 1n music from a somewhat
non-traditional approach,” said
Terry Vernullion, the new chair
of the department and percus-
sion studies Instructor. “Stu-
dents have expressed an interest
in making music that functions
in a very specific niche outside
of the traditional band, orches-
tra of cholr. Many expressed
an interest in learning how Lo
make music for films and vid-
ens, how to make soundscapes
utilizing compulers or  how
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€ set out to design a new compo-
nent within our department’s curriculum
that approaches musical expression in a
manner different from the established edu-

cational approach.”

Terry Vermillion
FPereussion Studies Proféssor

to record music with a simple
compter setup,

We ser out o design a
new  componenl  within our
department’s curricubum  that
approaches musical expression
in a manner different from the
established  educational ap-
proach, This does not in any
way undermine the importance
of the irditional approach to
music edocation, but instead it
ig a cuwrriculvm for those whe
simply wish 10 function in a
different musical niche.™

Hired in 2005, Twombily
came in to teach History of
Rock and Roll and some new
media and muosic courses. By
then, professor Scott Miller had
already established & number of
courses that focus on computer
applications in music and the
history of electronic music.

Then, together, Twombly
and Miller came up with 11
mostly new courses.

"I las readly been in the
last year that we went from
the idea stage to the proposal
slage. [nally submitting the
courses for approval last fall,”
Twombly said. “The music de-
partment and College of Fine
Arts and Humanities has been
incredibly supportive and have
cnoouraged the development of
courses in music and new me-
din.

department,” Vermillion said.
“We are hoping for new ma-
jors, new students in the classes
and new intorest in a program
that hopes to reach a new aundi-
ence.”

Although these new courses
are designed for music majors,
they can be laken by anyone.

“The new courses should
- have a positive effect on the

Tt is best, Twombly said, to |
check with the instructor before |

registering o make sure the |

student is ready to attempt the |

COUrse,




