See top-notch performances for modest pri

he Paramount Theatre kicks off
| ils 2001 Loscal Roals Congert
Series with an evening of jacz
by sultry singer Charmin Michalle and
saxophonist Kim Gast and The Jaze

Imports
The musle begins at 7230 p.m. Satur
day
=Charmin Michelle iz this wonder
ful, sexy. sultry jazz singer, and Kim
Gast is one of the most terrilic saxoe
phonists to walk the planct,” Laurie
Jobnson sabd. *This 15 & band that be
longs on the stage at the Dakota.”
Johmson is the Paramount™s directar
of performing aris. She created the
Local Bools Copcert series o Vears
B0 10 showenss liscar] tnlent
“T'm thrilled nnd very, Very |'-|'||-||d
of the Locnl Boots series,” Johnson
sabd. “1 carry the torch for the local
performers. [ work just as hard
io get the average Joe on Lha
sireetl up on the siage
as | work
[0 gel

The Jayhawks op on the stage.

Jobnson said she spolted Charmin
Michelle and The Jazz Imports whin
they were plaving ai The White Horse
about # year ago and couldn't wait to
get them on the Poramount stage. She
hopes Lhe larger venoe and low Ticke
prices will introduce the band to a
whale new audience

Local talent

S1. Choud musician Kim Gast ks the
lecal conmection Ffor the lirst concerl
of the Local Roots series. A Ltalented
eaxophonist, he's pliged with a num
ber aof Twin Citiez” bands ineluding Ce-
dar Avenue Big Band, Solid Senders,
Siud Brothers, Steve Vechi Big Band
and Walverinaes Jour Orchestra

Gost also i o music professor g
St Clowed Stote University where
he teaches jazz studies. He said he
formed The Jaze Imports ahaut 15
venrs ago in an effort 1o bring live jazz
fo the St Cloud music sCene.

Joining (rast in The Jaze Impors
quartet are three Twin Cithes musi-
cians: Mark Asche on piane, Bruce
Heine of bass and Dave Schemalen
herger of drums

The Jazz Inrports

locus is modern jaze,
which inclhudes music

* . o [rom the 1940z Be-
Bop perimd through
conlemparary jJaee

muic.
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we're dolng is

VETY Bccossi-
ble,” Gast snid

il

By Jane Laskey, tpecal 12 1hs Tires

The Local Roots Concert Series is
the brainchild of Laurie Johnsen, Par-
amount Theatres director of perform-
ing art=. While Johnson was proud
of the headline scts the Parnmount
brimgs ta S0 Closd, she wanied o in-
crease local programming,

*The bricks and moriar of this build-
ing serve many purposes,” Johnson
said. "Even though we are TorTunate
enouih to have Jonn Baez and the Oak
Fidge Bovs and all these glokal icons
walking on cur stage, when all is sakd
and dome the Paramount Theaire is
atill Central Minnesda's regionsl arts
center, 1t's the hame of our cHBmunity

“There'll be plenty of standards that
people are Temiliar with like “Love for
Sule ™

Ciaist revels in rve spopianeous n-
ture of jazz. He zald each show is a
unkque experience as the band never
plays a song the same way twice, “1
lowve jaxx. | love the improvisalory as-
pect of performing, | find it refreshing
and creative,” Gast smid. *It doesn't
matter how many Umes you |P]il:- il
rung. (s new mnd dif ferent every Uime
yaa pluy.”

Charmin Michelle

Whenever aJazz Imports perfor-
mance requires a singer, Charmin Mi-
chelle joins the band. Gast sadd he met
Michelle years apo when they were
both performing with the Solld Send-
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ers. They've becn perlorming together
CVET B,

“She sings like o bird,” Gast saikd.
=“Charmin nover oversiotes anvihing
Her articulation and enunciation is
unparilleled and her delivery is righ-
on ... She's just an A number one per-
farmer.”

Michelle iz a formidable performer
in her own right. Norn in Birmingham,
Ala., she maved to the Twin Cities as a
child and still calls i1 home.

Sl was classically trained in
pano, violin and fute bat had never
dreamed of & singing career. Then one
day a chance encounter changed ev-
erything.

*1 wns an adult singing ‘Happy
Birthday® at & party when somecne
noticed my voice,” Charmin Michelle

smid. “They axked me lo sing back
groaund vocals for Jesse Johnson's
Revue,™

Thar was in 1985, Miclelle has
Been working mon-SE0p EVer since,
accumulating more than 30 years of
concert tours in the Midwest and Fu-
rigre and rebeasing four Cis along the
WHY.

Michelle puts her heart and soul inio
her music. Her smooth contralio volce
has been described as sultry, seductive
and sublime. She describes her singing
style ms almost conversational

I don't do o lot of woecnl gymnas-
tics,” Michelle said. “I'm n storyieller
I like to tell @ story with a song. A lot
of time people have sung the chorus of
a sang and don't know the rest of the
words,"”

Recently Michelle played Billie Hol
iday ar Psoneer Place on Fifth in
3. Clouad. She's also paid musical trib-
ule 1o the legendary Ella Fitzgerald's
carly work in a bour af Spakn.

Thouwgh Michelle tips her hat 1o the
legendary women of jaze, she brings
her own unigue style to each perfor
mbfnce. To Keep jaze standards fnesh,
ghe researches the music, loking lor
the meandng behind the wards and the
way the chord progressions support
the Iyrics.

“1 nzed to just pick songs because
| liked them. Now it's different,™ Mi-
chelle said. “I think more about how
the song was written. the meaning of
it ... | listen toa variety of singers and
versions of a song and think about how
I would doit.”

Local Reots series highlight area talent

theater, the 51, Cloud Singing Saints,
the Hing af Kerry and other local
groups and performers. They walk in
the door and they feel like they re at
home.”

Johnson felt there were many gifued
performers in the community who
simply didn’t hove the resources o
play the Paramount.

“There's 50 muoch cool 2tull going
on here that cither doesn't have the
maoney 1o play on the Paramount sthge
or couldnt drow a crowd to (0 the
spooe af regular ticket prices,” Laurie
Juhnson said. “That's so wrong. Isa |
cHmmunity arts Center and commu- |
nity performers should be able to get

anto the stage.”

S0 Johnson decided to try sumething
new, Bhe staged two “Local Roots™
aoncertd in the winter ol 20003010,
The concept was simple. The Para-
mint Kept ticked prices and costs low
1a help bring new talent in the door,

“We pald every musician who
showed up on the stage a nominal Fee,
put their name on the ma an
menke the tickets dirt cheap,” Johnson
smid. “They loved .=

The concerts wene such a i that
the series s now a stapdard part of
the Parnmount programmbng, with
eight or nine performances scheduled
each yvear, Ta be eligible for the serbes,

musical groups miost have ar beas one
performer who lives in or grew up in
thie Brea.

Johnson handplcks the Local Roats
aels, irying (o showcise a wide range
of musicul styles cach season. The
current series includes jaez, blue-
grass, traditkonal German and classi-
cil music.

The low ticket prices and wide
variety of muzical sivies in the sc-
ries brought new audiences to the
Paramount. According o Johnson, the
audience for many of the Local Root=
groups is Righ school students and col-
lege Kilds who might not otherwise be
alrle 1o alford a Paramount concert



