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M.S. STUDENTS

TZONG CHANG: Tzong left her position in
Admissions at St. Cloud State University
this past year to take a position at DePaul
University in Chicago, IL, where she is serv-
ing as an Assistant Director of Transfer
Admission.

ANGELA ERICKSON-GRUSSING: Angela is
an Instructor of Spanish at CSB/SJU and
serves on the Hispanic Studies Department
Assessment committee. She is currently
participating in an assessment training
financed by a Teagle Foundation grant.
BEN HEDLUND: Ben was featured in a
front-page article in the Sunday, Novem-
ber 9, 2008 edition of the Minneapolis Star
Tribune, Culture change 101. The article
highlights Ben’s work as a Male Peer-
Educator, particularly as it relates to end-
ing sexual assault and violence.

LAURA HOFFMAN: Laura was featured as
one of twelve student leaders at SCSU dur-
ing President Potter’s annual Convocation
Address. Laura was honored in part for
her work with the University Program
Board where she works supporting stu-
dents in leadership development and orga-
nizing campus events. Along with her work
on campus, President Potter noted that
Laura is currently serving as a student rep-
resentative on the National Association for
Campus Activities (NACA) Board of Direc-
tors.

DENNIS MERGEN: This fall Dennis was
promoted to Associate Director of the
SCSU Lindgren Child Care Center.

ANGELA O’HARA AND HOLLY SCHUCK:
Angela and Holly presented a workshop
this summer, Facebook? YouTube? Getting
student staff off the internet and back to
work!, at the Minnesota Association for
College Admission Counseling (MACAC) Tri
-State Conference in Madison.

EVAN SCHAEFER: Evan had an article pub-
lished, Decisions that matter: Integrity in
programming, in the September 2008 edi-
tion of Campus Activities Programming, a
NACA journal.

EDUCATION

ED.D. STUDENTS

ADAM KLEPETAR (COHORT 2): Adam re-
cently took a new position as the Adminis-
trative Director of the Division of General
Studies and University Placement Testing,
at St. Cloud State University. Prior to taking
this position, he was Assistant Registrar at
SCSU. In addition, on November 21, 2008
he will be presenting at the Collaboration
for the Advancement of College Teaching &
Learning conference, on using conflict in
the classroom, Culture matters: Designing
learning environments to foster awareness
and intercultural competence.

TERESA LAMO-NESLON (COHORT 1):
Teresa returned to the SCSU Special Educa-
tion Department this fall as a Field Experi-
ence Supervisor. She also serves on the
College of Education’s Graduate Student
Advisory Committee. Teresa also repre-
sented the COE at Education Minnesota in
October 2008.

KYLE LIU (COHORT 2): Kyle assisted Dr.
Silvestre with a presentation,L et ' s
about qualitative research, during the
Qualitative Research Group meeting in the
College of Education on November 12,
2008.

MARY TOSCH (COHORT 2): Mary pre-
sented at the NASPA-IV East Regional Con-
ference in Indianapolis, IN, November 2-4,
2008. The presentation was titled, Strate-
gic planning in student affairs: Sowing
seeds for the future. Mary co-presented
with Dr. Lisa Erwin, Vice President for Stu-
dent Development and Enrollment at
Bemidji State University.
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As A BUSY MOTHER AND
ACTIVE MEMBER OF MY
COMMUNITY, | KNEW IT
WAS TIME FOR ME TO
PRIORITIZE MY OWN
EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER
GOALS. IN ORDER TO BE
COMPETITIVE IN THE
MARKET FOR CAREERS IN
HIGHER EDUCATION
ADMINISTRATION, A
MASTER’S DEGREE BECAME
A NECESSITY FOR ME. THE
FLEXIBILITY OF A WEEKEND
PROGRAM, SMALL CLASS
SIZES MEETING IN A
COHORT-BASED MODEL,
AVAILABILITY OF
PROFESSORS,
AFFORDABILITY, AND
GRADUATE ASSISTANT
OPTIONS ALL CONTRIBUTED
TO MY DECISION TO
COMPLETE MY MASTER’S
DEGREEATS CS U . ”
MARAH JACOBSON-
SCHULTE
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ALUMNI

LUANNE KANE (‘08): Luanne was recently
offered and accepted the position of Dean of
Educational Services at Anoka-Ramsey Com-
munity College after serving as Interim Dean
since 2004. Luanne credits obtaining her
M.S. in HIED for being offered the perma-
nent position.

CHRIS LEPKOWSKI (‘08): HIED faculty mem-
bers nominated Chris’ thesis, Effects of gen-
der on the career aspirations of administra-
tors in the Minnesota state colleges and uni-
versities system, for the St. Cloud State Uni-
versity 2008 Distinguished Master’s Thesis
Award. In addition, Chris started a new po-
sition May 2008, in the Herberger College of
Business at St. Cloud State University, serv-
ing as the Dean’s Special Projects Director.
MICHAEL OLESEN (‘08): In July 2008, Mi-
chael was appointed Director of Information
Technology, Biosciences, and Research at
the University of Minnesota Rochester
(UMR). Michael is charged with building an
IT infrastructure at UMR to support its tran-
sition to a coordinate campus within the
University of Minnesota system. Prior to
taking this position, Michael was the Associ-
ate Director of Facilities and Programs at the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities.

PROGRAM GRADUATES

Nine M.S. students graduated last academic
year. Below is the list of students, the insti-
tution in which they are employed, and their
thesis/project title:

GINA BOECKERMANN: MnSCU Chancellor’s
Office, An exploratory case study: The Saint
Paul college transfer center.

BRENT GLASS: Inver Hills Community Col-
lege, Evaluating learning communities at
Inver Hills community college.

LEAH KADELBACH: Ridgewater College, An
academic advising manual for first-year advi-
sors at Ridgewater college.

LUANNE KANE: Anoka Ramsey Community
College, Community college leadership
needs: Will they be filled?

KAREN KEDROWSKI: MnSCU Chancellor’s
Office, A study to predict factors that influ-
ence the cost of general education instruc-
tion within MnSCU.

CHRIS LEPKOWSKI: St. Cloud State University,
Effects of gender on the career aspirations of
administrators in the Minnesota state colleges
and universities system.

JOAN MILLER: Bemidji State University, An
adjunct handbook and online orientation pro-
gram at Bemidji State University.

MICHAEL OLESEN: University of Minnesota
Rochester, Impact of intellectual property con-
tract language on university/industry research
consortia.

ANTHONY RIESBERG: North Hennepin Com-
munity College, Inclusion of mentoring in lead-
ership skills development.

FAcCuULTY
CHRISTINE IMBRA: Dr. Imbra received the
2008-2010 IFO Feminist Issues grant to ex-
plore, The effect of personal status on profes-
sional status: Female IFO members in the
MnSCU system. This grant is awarded to one
faculty member every two years. A variety of
individuals are assisting with grant activities,
including faculty members (Silvestre and Wil-
son) and HIED students, graduate assistants,
and alumni (Christoff, Kuznia, Lepkowski, Liu,
Patterson, and Schaefer).

Dr. Imbra will be presenting, Higher education
leadership competencies, dispositions, and
assessments at the Annual NASPA Conference,
March 2009, in Seattle, WA.

GABRIELA SILVESTRE: Dr. Silvestre attended
the 2008 Annual Conference organized by the
Association for the Study of Higher Education
(ASHE), held in Jacksonville, FL, November 5-9,
2008. At the conference she participated in
the first Early Career Faculty Teaching Work-
shop organized by the Council for the Advance-
ment of Higher Education Programs (CAHEP).
This workshop specifically focused on teaching
higher education administration, and on dis-
sertation/thesis supervision responsibilities.

Dr. Silvestre also gave a presentation entitled,
Higher education reform policies and their ef-
fects on perceptions on academic professional-
ism at two universities in Argentina, based on
her dissertation research.
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DO YOU HAVE A CREATIVE
NAME FOR OUR HIED
NEWSLETTER? IF SO,
PLEASE SEND YOUR
SUGGESTION TO
CMIMBRA@STCLOUDSTATE.EDU
—IF WE CHOOSE YOUR
SUGGESTION YOU'LL RECEIVE
A CENTER FOR DOCTORAL
STUDIES MUG FILLED WITH
CHOCOLATE!

FEATURED STUDENT

My name is Katya Leek. | was born and grew
up in what is now the Russian exclave in the
European Union, a city called Kaliningrad,
Russia. The Kaliningrad region is in the most
western part of Russia situated on the Baltic
Sea and borders Lithuania and Poland. Many
cultures and ethnicities are represented in a
relatively small territory of the Kaliningrad
Region: Russians, Belorusians, Ukrainians,
Lithuanians, Latvians, and Poles. | grew up in
this blend of cultures and appreciation of di-
versity for me is a natural state of mind. After
the fall of the “Iron Curtain” one could hear
nearly all the languages of Western Europe on
the streets of Kaliningrad, which was a closed
zone during Soviet time.

So, it was a natural choice for me to study
linguistics at Kaliningrad University, where |
learned to speak English, German, and Polish
and participated in multiple study abroad
programs in Poland and Germany. After
graduating in 2000 with an M.A. in Linguistics
| was selected among three first Russian re-
cipients of the Robert Bosch Scholarship to
teach Russian language and serve as a study
abroad advisor to international students at
Albert —Ludwigs University, in Freiburg, Ger-
many. The experience gained during the time
spent teaching and working at the Albert-
Ludwigs University was the most rewarding
and inspirational for me. | taught 3 Russian
courses and organized a study abroad pro-
gram for 7 international students to St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia.

After several years dedicated to family and
children, I am very excited to join the Higher
Education Administration program at SCSU,
where | believe | can gain the necessary
knowledge and experience working in the
international environment of today’s Ameri-
can universities, as well as to be able to con-
tribute to cross-cultural understanding and
diversity in U.S. higher education institutions.
My research interests include student mobil-
ity, the Bologna Process, and international
student exchange. | am enjoying studying and
working with the highly knowledgeable and
professional faculty members in the program.

PRACTICUM STUDENTS

Eight M.S. students are in the field this aca-
demic year completing their practicum—they
will present their primary practicum project at
a Poster Session during the Annual Spring
Showcase, on April 24, 2009.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUSTAINABILITY AND SAFETY GROUPS: Ed.D.
students in Cohort 1 designed and developed
two reports in their Community Building (HIED
803) course, spring 2008. The reports were
presented to Kate Steffens, Dean of the Col-
lege of Education, who was so impressed with
the reports that she formed two college-wide
groups this fall to implement the recommen-
dations made by the students.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE: February 1, 2009 is
the deadline to submit an application for the
various scholarships available to current M.S.
and Ed.D. students in HIED. To view the schol-
arship opportunities, and download an applica-
tion, go to www.stcloudstate.edu/coe/
students/scholarships.asp.

STUDENT RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM: Our HIED
students are encouraged to present at this
event, being held on April 24, 2009. Student’s
are able to present their final or preliminary
findings from a thesis or project, feature a
poster at the Poster Session, or present an e-
folio. To learn more about the 2009 Collo-
quium and deadlines for submission, go to
www.stcloudstate.edu/src.

SUMMER LEADERSHIP INSTITIUTE FOR
WOMEN IN HIED: A group of HIED faculty
members and students are planning a Summer
Institute at St. Cloud State University. The In-
stitute will be sponsored by the HIED programs
and the Minnesota Chapter of the American
Council on Education (MN-ACE). If you are
interested in serving on the planning commit-
tee, or taking a leadership role on one of the
many tasks, please contact Dr. Silvestre,
gjsilvestre@stcloudstate.edu.

COMMENT/SUGGESTION/SUBMISSION: If you
have a comment, suggestion, and/or submission for
the spring newsletter please send to
cmimbra@stcloudstate.edu.




