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M.S. STUDENTS 
JILL ANDEL:  Jill was recently promoted to 
Assistant Director of Admissions and Trans-
fer Coordinator for the Office of Admissions 

at St. Cloud State University.  Congratula-
tions, Jill! 
AMANDA BAXTER AND SU HOON TAN:  
Amanda and Su Hoon participated in the 
MCPA Case Study Competition on October 
15th with their partners (Anna Hunter and 
.Ŝƴ IŀƴǎŜƴΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅύΦ  !ƳŀƴŘŀΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ 
ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜέτgreat job! 
JESSICA GADACH AND ÁLVARO            
MARMOLEJO DAVIS:  Jessica and Álvaro 
will be presenting at the MCPA Drive-In 
Conference at Augsburg College on Novem-
ber 14, 2009, with Dr. Imbra.  The sessions 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ά/ŀǊŜŜǊ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ IL95έ ŀƴŘ 
άtǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  
JOE LASLEY:  Joe is attending the UMR-
ACUHO (Upper Midwest Regionτ
Association of College and University Hous-
ing Officers) Conference October 28-30, 
2009, where he will moderate programs  
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  WƻŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀπ
tions include a critique of Emotional Intelli-
ƎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳπ
Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΦέ  
LI HAO:  Hao is spending October in China 
participating in the 30th Anniversary of 
Zhejiang Economic and Trade Polytechnic 
College.  He is involved in international 
higher education partnerships between 
China and other countries. 
ÁLVARO MARMOLEJO DAVIS:  Álvaro is 
presenting a paper at the First Triennial 
Conference on Latino Education and Immi-
grant Integration held October 26-28, 2009 
at the University of Georgia.  The title of his 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ 5w9!a !Ŏǘ ŀƴŘ 
Higher Education: An Exploration of Its Out-
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƳǇŀŎǘΦέ 
ROBIN ROBATCEK:  Robin recently moved 
from Rasmussen College to Anoka Ramsey 
Community College where she is now the 
Director of Business and Technology.  
Bravo, Robin! 
 
 
 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: MARGARET SARNICKI:  Margaret was recently 
offered and accepted a position as Program 
Coordinator in Student Life and Development 
at SCSU.  In addition, she co-authored, with 
Vice President Wanda Overland, the 
άhǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Stu-
dent Affairs Practice in Higher Education.  
Great news, Margaret! 
 

ED.D. STUDENTS 
ADAM KLEPETAR and JODI KUZNIA (Cohort 2):  
Adam and Jodi will be presenting a session, 
"Enhancing At-Risk Students Success Through 
Best Practice Approaches" at the NASPA Re-
gion IV-E Conference in Lombard, IL, Novem-
ber 8-10, 2009, in collaboration with several 
other colleagues. 
JIM KNUTSON-KOLODZNE (Cohort 2):  Jim is 
Chair of the Evaluation Committee that will 
assess the National Indian Education Associa-
tion Conference held in Milwaukee, WI, Octo-
ber 22-25, 2009.  He has a five-person team 
assisting him with evaluation of each session 
and the overall conference evaluation. 
XINGCAI LIU (Cohort 2):  Xingcai has coordi-
nated two SCSU delegations to Hebei Univer-
sity of Technology in Chinaτone delegation 
was led by President Potter and the other was 
led by   Associate Vice President Radwan. 
SIDNEY SMITH (Cohort 1): Sidney and col-
ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ άό.ƛύ {ŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
млмέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ !ǎǎƻπ
ciation (MCPA) Conference in Minneapolis, 
October 15-16, 2009. 
MARY TOSCH (Cohort 2): Mary presented a 
session at the MCPA Conference in Minneapo-
lis, October 15-16, 2009.  The presentation was 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΥ ! aƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ .ŀŎƪΣ aƻǾƛƴƎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΦέ  Mary is also a 
program reviewer for the upcoming American 
College Personnel Association (ACPA) and Na-
tional Association for Student Personnel Ad-
ministrators (NASPA) conferences. 
MATT TROMBLEY (Cohort 2) and RYAN 
YUNKERS (Cohort 3) presented a session at the 
MCPA Conference in Minneapolis, October 15-
16, 2009, with several colleagues.  They partici-
ǇŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wƛǎƪ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 
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FEATURED STUDENT 
My name is Julie Lo. I was born and raised in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, a city that is home to 
many refugee Hmong immigrants from Laos 
and Thailand who immigrated to the United 
States for a better life and opportunity after 
the end of the Vietnam War.  My parents were 
among those refugees and arrived in the U.S. 
in 1984.  I am the second child of six children.  
As the second oldest, I had many responsibili-
ties that included: setting a good example for 
my siblings, translating and helping my parents 
with the English language, and taking care of 
paper work at home.  Although I had many 
responsibilities, I was determined to do well in 
high school and go to college.  
 
The high school that I went to was structured 
into focus areas where students could choose 
their own study of interest during their junior 
year, similar to choosing a major in college.  
Out of the different focus areas, I chose infor-
mational technology.  I had a great learning 
experience and enjoyed all of the subjects 
taught.  Outside of class, I joined an after 
school program called Admission Possible.  
This program helped prepare me for college.  
Through this program, I had the opportunity to 
visit and apply to many colleges, and receive 
help in preparing for the ACT.  
 
I started college in the fall of 2004 at St. Cloud 
State University (SCSU).  I was undecided 
about my major the first two years.  However, I 
eventually became interested in cultural an-
thropology.  I declared my major in cultural 
anthropology my junior year with a minor in 
ethnic studies.  While taking classes, I also 
worked as an office assistant in the Multicul-
tural Student Services (MSS) Office.  My duties 
included: administrative work, providing assis-
tance to students and faculty members with 
questions and concerns, and promoting events 
as well as carrying out the MSS mission.   
 
I graduated in spring 2009 with a B.A. in cul-
tural anthropology and minor in ethnic studies.  
I then enrolled in the Higher Education Admini-
stration program, and applied for and received 
a graduate assistantship in MSS. I believe the 
HIED  program will give me the knowledge and 
experience that I need to work with students 
in a college or university setting.  So far, the 
faculty and staff members have been great in 
helping me begin to accomplish my educa-
tional goals. 

PAGE 2 
H IGHER EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION (HIED) 

GROWING OUR OWN  

 

Currently, 74% of our M.S. 
students and 80% of our 

Ed.D. students are 
employed at MnSCU 

institutions.  In addition, 
66% of the women who 
participated in the 2009 

Summer Leadership 
Institute for Women in 
Higher Education are 
employed at MnSCU 

institutions. 

The Higher Education 
Administration Programs 

(M.S. and Ed.D.) at St. Cloud 
State University are 

committed to preparing the 
next generation of HIED 
administrators for the 

MnSCSU system.  St. Cloud 
State University is the only 

MnSCU institution 
conferring the M.S. and 
Ed.D. degrees in Higher 

Education Administration. 

 

NEW STUDENT ORGANIZATIONτ
EMERGING COLLEGE AND UNIVER-
SITY PROFESSIONALS (ECUP) 

Do you want to network with peers in higher edu-
cation? Graduate students in the Higher Education 
Administration (HIED), and College Counseling and 
Student Development (CCSD) programs, have re-
cently started a new organization for future higher 
education professionals. Emerging College and Uni-
versity Professionals (ECUP) is open to students 
who are interested in or currently pursuing a career 
in higher education.  

HIED graduate student Amanda Baxter and CCSD 
graduate student Anna Hunter were interested in 
starting a network for young professionals in their 
programs. Word quickly spread to their peers, 
many of whom were supportive of the initiative, 
and soon ECUP was formed. 

ECUP intends to extend the socialization of stu-
dents who are pursuing careers at the college or 
university level. The mission is to extend knowledge 
of current higher education issues, further extra 
curricular growth, serve as a resource, and create 
an inclusive environment for all participants inter-
ested in a career in higher education.  

ECUP aims to recruit student members who are in 
the HIED and CCSD programs, students who are 
currently working in a college or university setting, 
and those who are interested in working for a 
higher education institution. ECUP also welcomes 
doctoral and commuter students.  One of the goals 
of ECUP is to be inclusive towards the commuter 
and non-traditional student population.  

Amanda and Anna are currently working on finaliz-
ing the student organization requirements. The 
organization has faculty co-advisors, Dr. Imbra 
(HIED) and Dr. Macari (CCSD).   

Please keep an eye out for officer and membership 
applications which will be available in the near fu-
ture. For more information, contact Amanda Baxter 
at baam0903@stcloudstate.edu.   

Article submitted by  Su Hoon Tan                         
M.S. student in Higher Education Administration 

ANNNOUNCEMENT 
Álvaro Marmolejo Davis was identified by SCSU as 
a top academic student scholar and as such has 
received an exclusive invitation to join the Golden 
Key Honour Society, άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ 
ƘƻƴƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ   #ƭǾŀǊƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aΦ{Φ ƛƴ 
HIED program and is from Chile.  Felicitaciones! 

 

"The courses that I have 
taken have allowed me to 
reflect on my own leader-
ship style and are guiding 
me in refining my leadership 
abilities to be better pre-
pared for a career in higher 
education."   

                      Jessica Gadach                       
M.S. Student 
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FACULTY UPDATES 
CHRISTINE M. IMBRA:  Dr. Imbra was invited back 
to Bemidji State University (BSU) on October 1, 
2009 to serve on a panel of four distinguished 
ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ .{¦Ωǎ нллф IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ²ŜŜƪΦ  

Dr. Imbra will be on sabbatical spring semester.     

MICHAEL R. MILLS:  Dr. Mills is now serving on the 
Editorial Board for the ASHE Reader.  If you are 
considering publishing an article he would be a 
wonderful resource.           

GABRIELA J. SILVESTRE:  Dr. Silvestre is the new 
Coordinator for the M.S. in HIED.  In addition, she 
will present a paper at the American Educational 
Studies Association (AESA) Conference in Pitts-
burgh, PA, November 4-8, 2009.  The paper is enti-
ǘƭŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9Řǳπ
cation from a Doctoral Student and Latina Per-
ǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜŜǊ- reviewed presentation is 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ ά5ŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 
Education, K-нлέΦ 

Dr. Silvestre and a colleague, Silvia Borzutzky, co-
ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊΥ ά/ƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎΥ 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŜέ ǘƘŀǘ 
will be published in the next special issue of the 
Journal of Pacific Rim Studies. 

            SUMMER COURSE                   
HIED faculty members hope to pilot a new course 
this summer, ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ hǳǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΥ  ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ŀƳǇǳǎΦέ  This course (HIED 430/530) is 
targeted at undergraduate students who want to 
know more about working on a college campus, 
and graduate students who are not enrolled in the 
HIED program but are interested in working on a 
college campus after graduation.  To learn more 
about this course contact Dr. Silvestre at 
gjsilvestre@stcloudstate.edu.   

PRACTICUM STUDENTS 
Eleven M.S. students will be in the field this aca-
demic year working on a variety of college cam-
puses across the region with an administrative 
mentor.  The students will present their primary 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎǳƳ  ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /9I99t 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
Annual Spring Showcase Poster Session in April 
2010.  Practicum students include:  Jill Andel, 
Kevin Hammond, Katie Jensen, Chris Lambertz, 
Joe Lasley, Ekaterina Leek, Hao Li, Alvaro Mar-
molejo Davis, Dennis Mergen, Paul Nelson, and 
Sheryl Olson.     

 

 

Dr. Silvestre, Angela Erickson-Grussing, Evan Schaefer, and Laura 
Hoffman at the 2009 Spring Showcase Poster Session  

Commencement 2009 - HIED Students - Brian Trewartha, Judy Teb-
ben, Evan Schaefer, Laura Hoffman, Angela Erickson-Grussing, 

Deanna Voth, and Robin Robatcek with Dr. Imbra 

2009 Summer Leadership Institute for Women in Higher Education -The 
panelists are (from left to right):  Provost Rita Knuesel (CSB/SJU), Vice 

President Wanda Overland (SCSU), Dean Luanne Kane (ARCC), Chancel-
lor Kathryn Martin (UMD), and moderator Dean Diana Lawson (SCSU) 



SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 2010 Summer 
Leadership Institute for 

Women in Higher Education 
has been scheduled for 

Thursday, June 17, 2010.  
The Summer Leadership 

Institute will be held at SCSU 
in the Atwood Center from 

8:30 a.m.τ4:30 p.m.    

 

We had a fantastic response 
to the first annual event, 

held Thursday, June 18, 2009 
at SCSU. Over 130 women 

and graduate students from 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

North Dakota were in 
attendance and conference 
evaluations indicated that 

participants found the event 
worthwhile, necessary, and 

informational.  

 

Watch the HIED website for 
more information 

www.stcloudstate.edu/hied 
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SURVEY RESULTS 
This fall, HIED faculty members distributed 
an on-line survey to all current HIED Ed.D. 
and M.S. students, asking for feedback 
about potential elective and/or interdisci-
plinary courses.  There was a response rate 
of 56%.  We asked two questions:  What is 
your interest level in the proposed courses, 
and which courses would you take if of-
fered?   

The top three courses of interest were, 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
IL95έΣ ά9ǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ wŀŎƛŀƭ LŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
IL95έΣ ŀƴŘ άbŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƴπ
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ IL95έ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
order. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŀƴƪŜŘΣ άbŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ IL95έΣ 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
IL95έΣ ŀƴŘ ά9ǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ wŀŎƛŀƭ LŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ 
ƛƴ IL95έ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
would take if offered by the department.                                                 

ALUMNI NEWS 
[!¦w! IhCCa!b όΨлфύΥ  Laura was offered 
and accepted a position at the University of 
Memphis this past summer, serving as the 
Assistant Coordinator of Student Activities.  
²ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ [ŀǳǊŀΗ         
MARAH JACOBSON-{/I¦[¢9 όΨлуύΥ 
aŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {/{¦ 
School of Graduate Studies, by HIED faculty 
members, for the Distinguished Thesis 
Award.  The title of her thesis is, 
έ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
employed at Midwestern postsecondary 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ                                              
/IwL{ [9tYh²{YL όΨлуύΥ  Chris  is awaiting 
the publication of  a peer-reviewed article:  
Lepkowski, C. C. (in press). Gender and the 
career aspirations, professional assets, and 
personal variables of higher education ad-
ministrators. Advancing Women in Leader-
ship. Chris is working on her Ph.D. at the 
University of Minnesota where she serves 
as a graduate research assistant in the Post-
secondary Education Research Institute.   

HIED PANEL    

On November 17, 2009 M.S. and Ed.D. stu-
dents in HIED will be presenting, 
άDƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Higher Education:  Country-ŎŀǎŜǎέ ƻƴ ŀ 
panel moderated by Dr. Kathryn Johnson.  
Contact Dr. Silvestre for more information 
at gjsilvestre@stcloudstate.edu.    

Seven students were awarded an M.S. in 
Higher Education Administration this past 
academic year.  Below is the list of students, 
the institution where they are employed, and 
their culminating experience (thesis, project, 
or efolio): 

LAURA HOFFMAN:  University of Memphisτ 
Efolio                                                           
MARAH JACOBSON-SCHULTE:  College of St. 
.ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅτ
Understanding the experience of parents em-
ployed at Midwestern postsecondary institu-
tions (thesis).                                                                           
ERIKA KELLEN:  Ridgewater CollegeτGuiding 
transfer students to success (project).                                  
EVAN SCHAEFER:  Efolio                                              
JUDITH TEBBEN:  Minnesota West Commu-
nity and Technical CollegeτBridging the gap 
between liberal arts and technical college 
faculty members at Minnesota community 
and technical colleges (thesis).                                            
BRIAN TREWARTHA:  Minnesota School of 
BusinessτEfolio.                                               
ERIN TRUHLER:   U.S. Foreign Serviceτ
Leadership skills gained through student em-
ployment at the College of St. Benedict and St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όǘƘŜǎƛǎύΦ 

ACPA: The 2010 Annual Conference is sched-
uled for March 20-24, 2010 in Boston, MA.  
The conference theme is:  Innovative Ideas, 
Revolutionary Results.                                     
AERA:  The 2010 Annual Conference is sched-
uled for April 30τMay 4, 2010 in Denver, CO.  
The conference theme is:  Understanding 
Complex Ecologies in a Changing World.   
ASHE:  The 2009 Annual Conference is sched-
uled for November 4-7, 2009 in Vancouver, 
British Columbia.  The conference theme is:  
Advancing the Next Generation of Higher Edu-
cation Scholarship and Scholars.                    
HLC:  The 2010 Annual Conference is sched-
uled for April 9-13, 2010 in Chicago, IL.                      
NASPA:  The 2010 Annual Conference is 
scheduled for March 6-10, 2010 in Chicago, IL.  
The conference theme is:  Live the Legacy, Be 
the Movement.                                                       
NASPA Region IV-East:  The 2009 Regional 
Conference is scheduled for November 8-10, 
2009 in Lombard, IL.  The conference theme 
is:  Changing Times, Enduring Values. 

2008-2009 GRADUATES 

CONFERENCES 

 

TWIN CITIES GRADUATE 
CENTERτMAPLE GROVE 

We are offering the following 
HIED courses in Maple Grove 
this academic year: 

FALL:  HIED 604 (02)  on         
November 5, 6, 20, 21, and 
December 4 and 5. 

 SPRING:  HIED 614 on             
February 26 and 27, March  
19 and 20, and April 23 and 
24  

 


