
First Annual Summer Leadership Institute for Women in Higher Education Administration 
The Professional Life Cycle of Women in Higher Education Administration 

St. Cloud State University – Atwood Memorial Center 
June 18, 2009 

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

Time Event Location 
 

8:30-9:00 a.m.  Registration 

 Continental Breakfast 

Cascade Room 
 
 
 

9:00-10:15 a.m.  Welcome – Kate M. Steffens, Dean of the College of Education, St. Cloud State University 

 Introduction of Keynote Speaker – Wanda I. Overland, Vice President for Student Life and 
Development, St. Cloud State University 

 Keynote Address – Sharon McDade, American Council on Education, Washington, DC 

 Q&A 

Cascade Room 
 
 
 
 

10:30-11:45 a.m.   Breakout Session I:  Impact of the Obama Administration on Higher Education 
Moderator – Judith P. Siminoe, Special Advisor to the President, St. Cloud State University 
Presenter – Melissa Fahning, Government Relations Specialist, MnSCU Chancellor’s Office 

Voyageurs -  North 
 
 
 

10:30-11:45 a.m.  Breakout Session II:  Professional Socialization of Female Administrators 
Moderator – Kate M. Steffens, St. Cloud State University 
Presenter – Jill Abbott, Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs, Minnesota State 
Community and Technical College 

Voyageurs -  South 
 
 
 

12:00-1:30 p.m.  Lunch hosted by the SCSU Center for Continuing Studies 

 Panel Presentation:  IFO Feminist Issues Research Grant 
Moderator – Christine M. Imbra, Professor of Higher Education Administration (HIED),   
St. Cloud State University 
Panelists - Christine C. Lepkowski, graduate of the SCSU M.S. in HIED program; Xingcai Liu, 
Ed.D. student in HIED; Gabriela J. Silvestre, Assistant Professor of HIED - St. Cloud State 
University 

 Q&A 

Cascade Room 
 
 
 

1:45-3:00 p.m.  Breakout Session III: Career Outlook for Women in Higher Education Administration 
Moderator – Kate M. Steffens, St. Cloud State University 
Presenters – Diana R. Lawson, Dean of the Herberger College of Business, St. Cloud State 
University  

Voyageurs - North 
 
 
 

1:45-3:00 p.m.  Breakout Session IV:  Impact of the Financial Crisis on Higher Education Institutions 
Moderator – Judith P. Siminoe, Special Advisor to the President, St. Cloud State University 
Presenter – Kathy Sheran, Senator, Minnesota State Senate 

Voyageurs -  South 
 
 
 

3:15-4:30 p.m.  Dessert Reception hosted by the SCSU College of Education 

 Panel Presentation:  A Voice of Our Own:  The Professional Life of a Female Administrator 
Moderator – Diana R. Lawson, St. Cloud State University 
Panelists – Kathryn A. Martin, Chancellor, University of Minnesota – Duluth;  
Rita Knuesel, Provost, College of St. Benedict/St. John’s University;  
Wanda Overland, Vice President for Student Life and Development, St. Cloud State 
University; and  
Luanne Kane, Dean of Instructional Services, Anoka-Ramsey Community College  

 Q&A 

Cascade Room 
 
 
 

 


