
Unofficial Transcript acceptance with Graduate School Application Materials

Process proposal
The School of Graduate Studies will accept unofficial domestic and limited international transcripts to be used by the graduate program for an admission recommendation.

Rationale
Streamlining the graduate admission process is a major initiative of the School of Graduate Studies (SGS).  At the 2011 NAGAP conference close to 50% of graduate institutions represented accept an unofficial domestic transcript for admission decision review purposes.  Graduate schools that offer a provisional admission based on unofficial transcripts include the University of Minnesota and the University of Missouri.   Submission of unofficial transcripts at point of application saves the applicant money and greatly reduces the time from application to decision.  The acceptance of unofficial transcripts may also reduce negative feelings of volumes of work spent on applying for applicants who are denied admission.

Procedure
1) Applicants with domestic and select international transcripts will be requested to upload an unofficial transcript within the online graduate admission application.  Unofficial transcripts can be uploaded by the applicant within the new Hobson online application.  

2) Following an admission decision admitted students will be responsible to submit official transcripts when 15 or more credits has been earned at an institution.  Official transcripts will need to be submitted to the SGS before enrollment or within a few weeks of the start of the term.  The SGS will provide newly admitted students with numerous e-mail reminders of this need and warnings of the potential of non-enrollment if not addressed.

3) If a first term of enrollment is finished and official transcripts have not been received an applicant will be blocked from further registration.

4) The School of Graduate Studies would be responsible for the collection of official transcripts.  Review and the address of irregularities of the official transcript will be in the purview of the School of Graduate Studies.

5) Applicants with international transcripts are welcome to upload an unofficial transcript but will be informed that review of the application will not take place until a transcript evaluation (if required) is received.  A link to the web page that details international transcript exceptions will be provided.
The new process is slated to start with the launch of the Hobson online application during fall semester 2011.
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