Discussion of Language Allowing Alternate Arrangements for Committee Meetings

Plan A: Thesis Preliminary Conference 
Students on Plan A (Thesis) must arrange for a preliminary thesis conference. This preliminary conference may be scheduled after the student has been fully accepted into a graduate program, if the graduate grade point average is at least 3.0, and after the student's program of study has been approved by the graduate dean, but at least one semester prior to the final oral examination. In consultation with the student's adviser, an outline of the proposed thesis is prepared and one copy is submitted to the School of Graduate Studies two weeks prior to the time requested for the preliminary conference. The student should then schedule a preliminary thesis conference. The student's adviser, one other graduate faculty member from the major department, and one graduate faculty member from a related field (approved by the graduate dean) comprise the faculty representation. The preliminary committee meeting may take place in person with the student and all members in attendance or use another form of simultaneous communication such as conference call, online conferencing or similar with all members participating. These conferences are not scheduled during final examination week. 
 
Plan A: Thesis Final Oral Examination
At least seven weeks prior to the close of the semester in which graduation is anticipated, the student must schedule a final oral examination. At this time one copy of the thesis, containing an abstract, must be submitted to the School of Graduate Studies. 
1. The final oral examination is conducted by the final evaluation committee, consisting of three members. Membership consists of the same committee that served on the preliminary conference. 
1. The final oral examination may take place in person with the student and all committee members in attendance or may use another form of simultaneous communication such as conference call, online conferencing or similar with all members participating. 
1. A majority vote of the final evaluation committee is required to pass the final oral examination. 
1. A minimum of three weeks prior to graduation, the student must submit the final approved thesis for approval of form and style. See deadline on the academic calendar. 

