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Culminating Projects

Types of projects – we offer a variety of different types of projects including the thesis, starred papers, portfolios, comprehensive exams, and capstone projects. Do these represent the types of projects that best prepare students for professional work or further education? How do we ensure that each offers a level of academic rigor appropriate for a culminating project earning a master’s degree? How does this vary by project type and academic discipline?
Communications and Processes – Communications about the processes of initiating and completing a culminating project come from the graduate school. There is a huge amount of information related to these processes. Are their better ways to communicate/organize this information? The processes are also under review. SCSU has been very flexible in terms of deadlines for submission of paperwork, papers, and other required materials. Good practice and the most common practice in graduate education is to be much more inflexible and to have set dates and timelines. What changes in the processes would be beneficial to students and faculty?
Remote participation for culminating project committees – Our current policy requires that all members of the committee and the student be physically present for the final oral defense and in most cases the preliminary meeting. The improvements and accessibility of new video conferencing and online conferencing options may have made this policy obsolete. What are  good practices in this area and what changes should we consider at SCSU? How can we continue to ensure the quality of student work, the committee experience and the academic decision making of the committee. 
Multiple student authorship on theses and dissertations – This is a growing trend in higher education. We will need to examine good practices in this area and identify how to ensure that co-authors are getting the academic experience required of a culminating project. How are individual competencies measured in a shared culminating project?
