Graduate Deans Advisory Council
DRAFT Meeting Notes
March 17, 2010
Atwood Mississippi


Attendees: Ahmed, Buske, Fuller, Greenberg, Herath, Kayona, Mills, Mumm, Pfohl, Restani, Silvestre, Thompson, M.A., Worner, Nunes, Guentzel (Others??)

I. Graduate Assistantships Updates
Dr. Nunes shared that his recommendations to the Provost on Graduate Assistantship allocation held constant with last year the total number of assistantships allocated to graduate programs. In other words, the recommendations included no decrease in the total number of assistantships to graduate programs. The total number of assistantships overall including those allocated to academic support and administrative units has declined. He also recommended that the GA stipend be decreased to $10,000 for a FT GA and that the amount of tuition waiver available to half-time GA's be reduced to 6 credits per semester.

If this allocation recommendation is approved, the allocations will be made out to the graduate programs based on the formula used in that process which reviews the number of graduates, number of full-time graduate students, and total number of graduate credits generated by each program over time. He hopes to have information on assistantship allocations out to graduate programs in a week or so.

II. Discussion of Policy Language Allowing Alternate Arrangements for Committee Meetings
The council had an initial discussion regarding the use of synchronous electronic communications and telecommunications for preliminary and final committee meetings. A proposed minimum policy for The School of Graduate Studies will be brought to the council for further discussion before being referred to the FA Graduate Committee for discussion. 

III. Continuing Enrollment Policies and Course numbers
The doctoral continuous registration policy and the graduate enrollment policy previously discussed by the advisory council have been reviewed and recommended for implementation by the FA Graduate Committee. Both policies have been forward to the Provost for discussion by the Academic Affairs Council and Meet and Confer if needed. The FA Graduate Committee recommended the creation of two all-university course numbers for the purposes of continuing enrollment, 691 and 891. These numbers have been approved by the UCC and Academic Affairs and will be available for use by students in all graduate programs beginning Fall 2010.

IV. Other Items for Discussion

