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òPiles of these materials are stacked all around, on desks, tables, and floor, and 
they [students] have diligently read their way through most of them, taking 
copious notesñcomputers bulge with information and threaten to explodeó 
(103).

~Irene L. Clark, Writing the Successful Thesis and Dissertation



È ò[I]s an account of what has been published on a topic by 
accredited scholars and researchersó (Dena Taylor, Director, Health 
Sciences Writing Centre,and Margaret Procter, Coordinator, Writing 
Support, University of Toronto). 

È ò[D]iscusses published information in a particular subject area, 
and sometimes information in a particular subject area within a 
certain time periodó (University of North Carolina website).

È ò[I]s a body of text that aims to review the critical points of current 
knowledge on a particular topicó (Wikipedia3-19-07).
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òA Literature Review Surveys scholarly articles, books, 
and other sources (e.g., dissertations, conference 
proceedings) relevant to a topic for a thesis or 
dissertation.  Its purpose is to demonstrate that the 
writer has insightfully and critically surveyed relevant 
literature on his or her topic in order to convince an 
intended audiencethat the topicis worth addressingó 
(105)

~from Writing the Successful Thesis and Dissertation: 
Entering the Discussion

By Irene L. Clark 
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È An annotated bibliography

È A list of seemingly unrelated sources

È A literary survey containing authorõs bio, lists 
of works, summaries of sources

È Background information or explanations of 
concepts 

È An argument for the importance of your 
research (although the LR can and often does 
support your position)
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È Formulate problem or primary research question ñ
which topic or field is being examined and what are its 
component issues? 

È Choose literature ñfind materials relevant to the 
subject being explored and determine which literature 
makes a significant contribution to the understanding 
of the topic .

È Analyze and interpret ñnote the findings and 
conclusions of pertinent literature, how each 
contributes to your field .
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