To: 
Department of __________

From: 
Upper-Division Writing Requirement (UDWR) Committee

            Judy Litterst, Chair

Re:   
Feedback on Submitted Upper Division Writing Criteria

Date:
March 26, 2007

This year the UDWR Committee has begun the task of reviewing the criteria for writing proficiency submitted by each department.  The intent of this process is not to be judgmental or prescriptive, but rather to give you feedback on how to strengthen your assessment efforts, thus yielding more useful results.

First, we developed our own rubric for checking criteria:

(1) UDW criteria are clearly identified & addressed completely and thoroughly

(2) UDW criteria are phrased in terms of learning outcomes

(3) UDW criteria can be assessed with direct measures

(4) Criteria reflect discipline-specific content for upper-division writing

(5) Criteria reflect discipline-specific conventions for upper-division writing.

We pilot tested the rubric on sample submissions to make sure that we were all consistent.

Then, we asked two individuals from our committee—one from your college and another member from outside the college—to review your submission.  

____We believe that you have met all criteria.  Good luck with your assessments!

____We believe that you have met most criteria, but offer some friendly suggestions for strengthening your assessment efforts:

We ask that you incorporate data analysis and any changes in UDW Assessment into your annual departmental assessment plan and report.  When the General Education Assessment Plan is fully established, we may have an alternative assessment reporting process.  You will be receiving information on assessment reporting from the University Assessment Director, Jim Sherohman.

It is our hope to begin collecting exemplars of Upper-Division Writing assessment plans, criteria, and rubrics so that we can share them campus-wide, either on the Assessment web site or at Faculty Forum presentations.  Since it is also important to “close the assessment loop,” we are also interested in how you are using assessment results to improve your programs.  Please contact our committee if you are interested in this initiative or in sharing with others your successes in Upper-Division Writing Assessment.
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