Policy Statement on Upper Division Writing Requirement

SCSU is committed to the university goal of enhancing academic achievement by strengthening standards in teaching and learning.  In meeting that goal, university faculty support an Upper Division Writing Requirement for all students (approved by the General Education Committee 5/5/1998 and by FA Senate in the Fall of 1998).  

By action by the faculty senate and administration, any course or element in a sequence of courses meeting the upper division writing requirement should minimally involve either (a) a research/documented paper or report of substantial length and function appropriate to the student’s major field, or (b) a portfolio representing different types of writing appropriate to the student’s major field.  Implicit in this requirement is the understanding that this paper/report or portfolio is the work of an individual student, not a group-produced product.  These written papers should be reviewed, revised and finished relative to professional expectations in the discipline and will demonstrate appropriate writing proficiency relative to the discipline.

Within the framework of these general criteria, departments have reported for all major programs their UDW requirement policy, indicating 3-5 additional program-specific criteria as to what constitutes writing proficiency for their students.  Criteria have included such issues as organization, format, thought, analysis, terminology, audience appropriateness, documentation conventions and others.  

The UDW committee has responded to these departmental UDW reports with feedback taking into account the need for future assessment of the UDW requirement.  In particular, the committee reviewed all departmental UDW reports in terms of the following standards:

1) Were UDW Criteria clearly identified and addressed completely and thoroughly?

2) Were UDW Criteria phrased in terms of learning outcomes?  

3) Could UDW Criteria be assessed with direct measures?

4) Did  the Criteria reflect discipline-specific content for the writing required?

5) Did the Criteria reflect discipline-specific conventions for the writing required?

Any new courses proposed to meet the UDWR should indicate in the curriculum proposal how it addresses the general criteria and what the specific criteria are.  Curriculum Committees should review all such proposals using the assessment-oriented standards.  

Beginning in the 2007-8 academic year, departments should include in their yearly assessment reports a UDWR assessment review focusing on at least one or more criteria, identifying concerns and over time documenting improvement.  Templates for the Annual Assessment Report for Upper Division Writing were approved on 4-10-2007 by the SCSU FA Senate for use on a pilot basis for 2006-07 assessment reporting.  We recommend continuation of this practice.

(From the UDWR Committee, 5/1/2007)

