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The Upper Division Writing Requirement Committee has been trying to complete the attached matrix of UDWR requirements for each program in each of your departments.  It is important that we have an accurate and complete list to forward to Academic Affairs and to the University Curriculum Committee.  As you know, all students admitted in the Fall of 2005 are held accountable to this requirement, and departments will very soon need to be assessing students who take UDWR courses in their majors.  This also applies to any B.E.S. majors in your college.

This year the UDWR Committee has begun the task of reviewing the criteria for writing proficiency submitted by each department.  The intent of this process is not to be judgmental or prescriptive, but rather to give departments feedback on how to strengthen assessment efforts, thus yielding more useful results.  In many cases we have received information in a timely fashion.  In some cases, departments have not responded to our request for criteria.  Included is a copy of information sent (either by letter or electronically by your college UDWR representative) and the UDWR Feedback Form.

You will see from the attached matrix that we are still in need of information from your departments.  It is important that we receive this information from you as soon as possible, so that we can send our report to Academic Affairs and UCC by March 1, 2007 at the latest.

We need information from several programs in ___________.  With numerous courses that satisfy UDWR in various programs, we need to see criteria for each (or, we need an indication that the same criteria hold for all).  We also need information from the following programs: ______________________

In many cases, what is missing is a set of criteria and a rubric. In checking criteria, we will check to see that:

(1) UDW criteria are clearly identified & addressed completely and thoroughly

(2) UDW criteria are phrased in terms of learning outcomes

(3) UDW criteria can be assessed with direct measures

(4) Criteria reflect discipline-specific content for upper-division writing

(5) Criteria reflect discipline-specific conventions for upper-division writing.

The UDWR Committee is in the process of checking criteria from those departments who have already submitted them for review, and we will be in contact with department chairs with suggestions for strengthening assessment efforts.  

Departments will need to submit UDWR assessment data and/or updates in their annual reports.  Information on reporting will be forthcoming from the University Assessment Director, Jim Sherohman.
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