A “starting point” for thinking about general education mission.  I’m attaching the results of a preliminary Google search on general education mission just to get us thinking about crafting our own mission statement.  This isn’t intended to be an exhaustive listing, but truly a “starting point.”  We will also want to be sensitive to the SCSU Mission as we begin our work.
There is also a good site you may want to consult.  Check out the American Association of Colleges & Universities section on General Education at http://www.aacu.org/issues/generaleducation/index.cfm.  There are some good readings here, too.

Schools listed here:

Washington State University

Portland State University

North Carolina State University

Minnesota State University-Mankato

Winona State University

Southwest Minnesota State University

Bemidji State University

University of Northern Colorado

UCLA

Cal Poly Pomona

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Dixie College

University of Northern Iowa

Chippewa Valley Technical College

University of Missouri-Columbia

Montgomery College, MD

Shawnee State University, OH

University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign

Wichita State University

North Dakota State University

Utica College

Eastern Kentucky University [plus faculty discussion forum idea]
********************************************************************

From AAC&U:

Educating for Personal and Social Responsibility

This planning project brings together leading educational researchers to examine the possibility of measuring the “value-added” provided by college attendance for student personal and social responsibility. This project sees ethical, social, and personal responsibility as key outcomes of a quality liberal education. AAC&U’s report, Greater Expectations: A New Vision for Learning as a Nation Goes to College, suggests that a 21st century liberal education should create learners who are “empowered through intellectual and practical skills, informed by knowledge and ways of knowing, and responsible for personal actions and civic values.”

To develop the competencies and commitment of responsible learners, AAC&U has called on colleges and universities to intentionally foster in students the following skills and capacities, among others:

· Intellectual honesty and engagement in ongoing learning 

· Responsibility for society’s moral health and for social justice 

· Active participation as a citizen of a diverse democracy 

· Discernment of consequences, including ethical consequences, of decisions and actions 

· Deep understanding of one’s self and one’s multiple identities that connect habits of mind, heart, and body 

This project seeks to discover ways to identify the best indicators of personal and social responsibility, character, and moral development in college. The project will produce an annotated online bibliography of existing research in this area and a special issue of AAC&U’s award-winning journal, Liberal Education, on the topic. It is the first project in a planned series of AAC&U projects designed to gather evidence about preparation for, and achievement of, liberal education outcomes widely believed to be essential to college learning.
This project is funded by The John Templeton Foundation. 

***********************************************************************

Washington State University

http://www.wsu.edu/gened/curric-outcomes/goalsoutcomes-index.html
Definition and Purposes of General Education 

While the greater part of students' courses of study will be devoted to their major field or specialization, the foundation of the undergraduate curriculum is the General Education Program. General Education is designed to accommodate the increasing specialization of the University within the broader, traditional objectives of higher education while encouraging students to develop themselves to the fullest extent possible. The role of General Education in the modern higher educational curriculum is to address needs and objectives not adequately served by academic specialization. It encompasses the following aims:


Realizing Individual Student Potential
One purpose of higher education is to foster and nurture potentials in the individual; hence, General Education aims at personal enrichment, cultural awareness, and breadth of knowledge. These goals imply a curriculum that emphasizes the aesthetic and appreciative faculties, encourages experiment and creativity, and offers opportunities for introspection and the testing of one's own values.


Preparation for Membership in the Community
General Education is also a recognition of the role of higher education within the larger community; it prepares people for their common activities as citizens in a free society. Thus, it should provide opportunities for leadership and service while attending to "education for the common life." Shared values growing out of common educational experience help to bind society together and to make communication possible. Consequently, the General Education curriculum attempts to define and explore the ever-changing body of knowledge which is valuable for all to know. The needs of citizens also include formal literacy; writing proficiency is accordingly a priority at WSU, and all students must satisfy writing proficiency standards for graduation. The curriculum is designed to emphasize study of the relevant past, with the objective of developing an informed, mature, and critical mind. All these goals are designed to contribute to the development of higher level intellectual skills, such as critical thinking.


Providing a Foundation for the Major
"Education for the common life," however, must also include the skills and knowledge useful as a base for careers as well as for citizenship. Communication and reasoning skills have multiple functions; they serve as a base for the major, and they enhance the student's overall abilities and intellectual maturity. To function well in the workplace, one must be able to see beyond its confines. Consequently, exposure to different values, perspectives, and cultural traditions is a valuable preparation for the kinds of work that college graduates do, and the General Education curriculum can enrich the student's sense of the context and meaning of his or her career activities.


Methodological Competence and Integration of Knowledge
The organization of the General Education curriculum is an expression of our historical experience of how new knowledge has been acquired in the past and how it is likely to be acquired in the future. Consequently, the curriculum stresses the acquisition of a working knowledge of a broad range of scholarly disciplines. One of the goals of General Education is therefore "understanding of the major fields of knowledge and the interrelationships between them." However, since students cannot possibly learn everything they need in the four or five years of their undergraduate experience, the curriculum prepares students for continued, life-long learning. Library skills and a general competence with computers are increasingly important in "learning to learn."


These four goals of General Education promote not only awareness of the world, but self-awareness within the students' expanding knowledge. They also encourage integration of the students' anticipated economic roles within the whole of their experience. Toward the attainment of those goals, the faculty has established minimum standards in terms of credit hours, grade points, and distribution requirements within the General Education Program.

As outcomes of their education, WSU students must be able to: 

A. Reason critically 

1. Define and solve problems 

2. Integrate and synthesize knowledge 

3. Assess the accuracy and validity of findings and conclusions 

4. Understand how one thinks, reasons, and makes value judgments 

5. Understand diverse viewpoints, ambiguity and uncertainty 

6. Understand differing philosophies and cultures 

B. Conduct self-directed or independent learning projects 
1. Demonstrate research and information retrieval skills in the library and on the internet 

2. Evaluate data and apply quantitative principles and methods 

3. Show evidence of continued self-directed learning 

4. Demonstrate creativity in framing and solving problems 

5. Understand how one thinks, reasons, and makes value judgments 

C. Understand the roles of normative views and values, including ethics and aesthetics 
1. Understand distinctions between value assertions and statements of fact; recognize and evaluate evidence 

2. Derive the premises upon which systems of value are grounded 

3. Understand historical and contemporary systems of political, religious, and aesthetic values 

4. Understand diverse viewpoints and respect the rights of others to hold them; understand the contingent nature of truth; tolerate ambiguity and incertainty 

5. Develop aesthetic sensibilities in regard to art, literature, nature 

D. Communicate conclusions, interpretations and implications clearly, concisely and effectively, both orally and in writing
1. Critically analyze written information 

2. Define, evaluate, and solve problems 

3. Organize for clarity and coherence in writing and speaking tasks 

4. Show awareness of contexts--audiences, styles, & conventions 

5. Be able to use correct standard English 

6. Show evidence of copy-editing skills 

7. Work cooperatively 

E. Acquire and assimilate knowledge in a variety of modes and contexts and recognize diverse disciplinary viewpoints and methods 
1. Understand and apply scientific principles and methods 

2. Understand and apply quantitative principles and methods 

3. Understand and apply the principles and methods of the arts and humanities 

4. Understand and apply the principles and methods of the social sciences 

F. Understand the historical development of human knowledge and cultures, including both Western and non-Western civilizations 
1. Demonstrate awareness of a broad overview of human past 

2. Understand perspectives linked to race, gender, ethnicity both in American society and in international contexts 

3. Understand differing philosophies and cultures 

4. Understand the interaction of society and the environment 

5. Recognize one's responsibilities, rights, and privileges as a citizen 

***********************************************************************

Portland State University
http://www.pdx.edu/unst/goals.html
Welcome to University Studies
In 1994, Portland State University adopted a general education program, University Studies, which provides students with a coherent and cohesive program of integrated learning experiences. The ultimate goal of University Studies is to facilitate the acquisition of the knowledge, abilities, and attitudes that will form a foundation for lifelong learning among its graduates. This foundation includes the capacity to engage in inquiry and critical thinking, to use various forms of communication for learning and expression, to gain an awareness of the broader human experience and its environment, and appreciate the responsibilities of persons to themselves, to each other, and to community.

The Four Goals of University Studies
	Inquiry and Critical Thinking
Students will learn various modes of inquiry through interdisciplinary curricula—problem-posing, investigating, conceptualizing—in order to become active, self-motivated, and empowered learners.

Critical Thinking and Inquiry Rubric (word, pdf)
	Communication
Students will enhance their capacity to communicate in various ways—writing, graphics, numeracy, and other visual and oral means—to collaborate effectively with others in group work, and to be competent in appropriate communication technologies.

Writing Rubric (word, pdf) 
Quantitative Literacy Rubric (word, pdf)

	The Diversity of Human Experience
Students will enhance their appreciation for and understanding of the rich complexity of the human experience through the study of differences in ethnic and cultural perspectives, class, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ability.

Diversity of Human Experience Rubric (word, pdf)
	Ethics and Social Responsibility
Students will expand their understanding of the impact and value of individuals and their choices on society, both intellectually and socially, through group projects and collaboration in learning communities.

Ethics and Social Responsibility Rubric (word, pdf)


***********************************************************************

North Carolina State University

GER Mission Statement: (endorsed by CUE 1/18/02)

Rationale: The program in General Education established the foundation for a lifetime of intellectual

discovery, personal development, and community service while preparing students for advanced work in

various academic and professional disciplines.

Objectives:

The General Education program will:

1. Provide instruction that enables students to master basic concepts of a broad array of the

intellectual disciplines,

2. Help students develop versatility of mind, an ability to examine problems individually and

collaboratively from multiple perspectives, including ethical and aesthetic perspectives,

3. Provide students the guidance and skills necessary to become intellectually disciplined, to be

able to construct arguments that are clear, precise, accurate, and of relevant depth and breadth,

4. Encourage students to take personal responsibility for their education, including the ability to find,

evaluate and communicate new information, setting the stage for life-long learning.
[There is also good information on assessing General Education at their website: http://www.ncsu.edu/undergrad_affairs/assessment/files/ger/assess_plan.htm
***********************************************************************
Minnesota State University-Mankato
See General Education and Cultural Diversity Bulletin at: http://www.mnsu.edu/acadaf/pdfs/04-05CDGenEd.pdf
***********************************************************************
Winona State University

UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM (USP) 

The University Studies Program (46 semester hours) provides a broad base of skills and knowledge to equip students for informed, responsible citizenship in a changing world. It, thereby, distinguishes a college degree from a technical or occupational training program certificate. The program provides opportunities for students to evaluate their cultural and social inheritance critically, to think scientifically in both the natural and social spheres, to think beyond the boundaries of their own culture, and to understand the expressive arts. It also enhances reasoning, analytic, and communication skills that students will need to perform well in a wide range of occupations and postgraduate programs. Finally, the program provides the opportunity for students to explore how an understanding of the connections among these diverse bodies of skill and knowledge enhance their ability to live well and ethically in the contemporary world. Page 20 provides an overview of the University Studies subject areas and semester-hour requirements. Page 21 lists the courses approved for University Studies credit at the time this catalog was published.

All students, including transfer students, must complete the University Studies requirements in order to graduate from WSU: 

	· 
	Transfer students who have satisfied specific goals of the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum, as identified in the Admissions section of this catalog (page 8), will be considered to have satisfied the equivalent components of the University Studies Program. 

	· 
	Transfer students who have received an Associate of Arts degree from a community or technical college have automatically satisfied the Basic Skills, Arts and Sciences Core, and Unity and Diversity components of University Studies but must, nevertheless, complete the University Studies Program Flag requirements at WSU. 

	· 
	Transfer students who have received an A.S. or A.A.S. degree from a community college or university can usually anticipate that they will meet the WSU University Studies requirements once they have completed 40 or more semester credits. Those 40 hours must include humanities, the natural sciences and social sciences (as defined by WSU) and course work equivalent to the courses required in the basic skills. 


************************************************************************
Southwest Minnesota State University

See their Core Curriculum at: http://www.southwestmsu.edu/catalog/catalog_pdf/corecurriculum.pdf
***********************************************************************

Bemidji State University (Liberal Education Requirement)

[Each goal area includes goal description and student competencies.  Click on links.]

UNIVERSITY GOAL STATEMENT 

To be the Midwest’s premier student-centered university integrating liberal arts with career development to prepare students for life-long learning and leadership in a global society. 

LIBERAL EDUCATION MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Bemidji State University's Liberal Education curriculum is to create an environment where students of diverse backgrounds and abilities can acquire the knowledge, the skills, the values, and the confidence necessary for effective and responsible participation in our changing global society.

LIBERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

Category 1: Communication (2 courses, 6 credits)
Category 2: Critical Thinking (requires completion of the rest of the Liberal Education program)
Category 3: Natural Science (2 courses, including 1 with lab, 7 or more credits)
Category 4: Mathematics (1 course, 3 or more credits)
Category 5: History and the Social and Behavioral Sciences (2 courses, 6 or more credits)
Category 6: Humanities and the Arts (2 courses, 5 or more credits)
Category 7: Human Diversity in the United States (1 course, 2 or more credits)
Category 8: Global Perspective (1 course, 3 or more credits)
Category 9: Ethical and Civic Responsibility (1 course, 2 or more credits)
Category 10: People and the Environment (1 course, 3 credits)
Category 11: Performance and Participation (1 course, 1 or more credits) 

Required Credits: 42
If the required courses are completed in less than 42 credits, additional Liberal Education credits must be taken, from any category, to bring the total to 42. For students planning to use the completed program to satisfy the general education requirements of another state institution, as provided by the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum, forty credits must be in Categories 1 through 10.

Category 11 is a Bemidji State University graduation requirement. Students who have completed the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum prior to transfer to Bemidji State University and students who already hold an AA or baccalaureate degree are exempted from the Category 11 requirement.

**********************************************************************
The University of Northern Colorado

Every student at the University of Northern Colorado is required to devote approximately a third of his or her undergraduate studies—a minimum of 40 hours of course work—to General Education. 

The mission of the General Education program is to foster the competencies and perspectives that enrich and enhance our life experiences. A liberal arts education extends beyond the teaching and learning of vocational skills and the acquisition of specialized knowledge to provide the skills and abilities that strengthen an individual’s capacity not only to make a living but to have a satisfying life. It promotes an understanding of circumstances and events that may exert a strong influence on the ability of others to read, hear, or understand your views even if they’ve done little to shape your own personal development before now. 

The skills component of General Education is designed to foster growth in critical thinking, computational ability, self-expression in written, oral, and graphic forms, and physical competence. All these skills improve your ability to understand or develop new ideas and to present them to others. 

The content component of General Education is designed to give you a sense of the complexity and integrated nature of knowledge. It focuses on the paradigms and patterns of inquiry of many disciplines and the fundamentally multidisciplinary character of true understanding. The many different approaches to subject matter and problem-solving practiced in the humanities, the social sciences, the natural sciences, and mathematics all contribute to an appreciation of diversity and the value of inquiry. The interdisciplinary, multicultural, and international courses provide a grounding in the wealth of human experience and the necessity of taking this diversity into account throughout our lives. 

Together, the skills and content components of the General Education program provide the framework for lifelong learning and personal growth. They provide an understanding of and perspective on our history, current events, and future challenges. This foundation increases the ability of students to make more effective use of the knowledge they acquire in their majors, in their minors, and in the other parts of their undergraduate program. 

UCLA (2002)
Mission

 

The College of Letters and Science requires its students to participate in a number of general education courses at UCLA.  The aim of these courses is to provide students with an intellectual foundation that will help them to understand the purpose of a research university, achieve professional success, and play an active role as a citizen in our multicultural democratic society.  In order to achieve these ends, the College’s departments and interdisciplinary programs of study have created a wide range of course offerings that 

 

      Expose students to the ways that research scholars in the arts, humanities, social and natural sciences create and evaluate new knowledge.

 

      Introduce students to the important ideas and themes of human cultures.

 

      Foster student appreciation for the many perspectives and the diverse voices that may be heard in a democratic society.

 

      Develop the intellectual skills that give students the dexterity they will need to function in a rapidly changing world.  This entails the ability to:

 

        Make critical and logical assessments of information, both traditional and digital;

        Deliver reasoned and persuasive arguments; and

        Identify, acquire, and use the knowledge necessary to solve problems.

***********************************************************************

Cal Poly Pomona (2005)

IGE MISSION STATEMENT (Interdisciplinary Gen Ed) 

IGE provides an interdisciplinary undergraduate general education experience that prepares students to lead globally conscious, socially responsible, productive, satisfying, and ethical lives in a changing diverse world. 

OUR GOALS 

· To provide a supportive learning community as well as a stimulating intellectual environment for each participant's academic, civic, and personal growth; 

· To contribute to the ongoing development and practice of creative learner-based pedagogy that integrates teaching, learning, service, and research; 

· To strengthen our partnerships in CEIS, across Cal Poly, and with the community in order to foster a culture focused on the recruitment, retention, and success of students; 

· To exercise leadership on the campus and in academe at large in the area of general education so that we may serve as a peer model and contribute to the ongoing development of liberal arts education. 

**************************************************************************************************************************
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Mission and Purpose of the UW-Madison General Education Requirements 

The purpose of the General Education requirements is to ensure that every graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison acquires the essential core of an undergraduate education that establishes the foundations for living a productive life, being a citizen of the world, appreciating aesthetic values, and engaging in life-long learning in a continually changing world. For this reason, these core requirements provide for breadth across the humanities and arts, social studies, biological sciences and physical sciences; competence in communication, critical thinking and analytical skills appropriate for a university-educated person; and investigation of the issues raised by living in a culturally diverse society.



****************************************************************

Dixie College (older)
General Education Mission Statement: 

General Education at Dixie College will help students achieve their academic, career, and life goals. It will include three main elements: basic skills (or those that are prerequisite to achievement), core content (or a foundation of knowledge), and distribution content (or knowledge that broadens and enriches students). It will help students establish and expand their world views by effectively communicating, evaluating, and appreciating-- 

· global awareness, human values, and sensitivity, 

· social behavior and interactions, historical contexts, government and political awareness, 

· artistic expression, 

· scientific thought processes, 

In order to achieve the above knowledge, appreciation and understanding, Dixie College's general education program will provide students with prerequisite skills, including-- 

· reading skills, 

· written and oral communication skills, 

· mathematical and quantitative analysis skills, 

· critical thinking and abstract reasoning skills, 

· research skills, 

· and computer skills. 

The above goals encapsulate the following underlying values: 

· General Education should be composed of three elements: basic skills, core content material, and distribution content material. 

· Basic skills are prerequisite to success in academics, careers, and other endeavors. While the skills listed above are "general" and in this sense "basic," other skills such as the ability to play a musical instrument, operate a microscope, and design an effective house plan are discipline-specific, and thus are not considered part of general education. 

· Core content is knowledge that forms the foundation of academic study. For example, the states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) is part of the core for chemistry, and without this core knowledge students will not succeed in chemistry; however, the debate about chemical causes of so-called "cold fusion" is not part of that same core. 

· Distribution content is broadening knowledge that, while not part of the foundation for academic study, enriches and broadens one's world view. A "generally educated" person has this broad world view and is thus able to think deeply, critically, and independently, avoiding what one person has called "intellectual bamboozlement." 

· Of the three elements of General Education, Dixie College's philosophy of General Education values most highly distribution content's enrichment of students' lives. However, because basic skills and core content are prerequisite to this enrichment, they are valued also as necessary steps toward that broadened world view. 
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INTENT: Listed below are descriptions of the goals of General Education at Dixie College. The intent of these goals is two-fold: First, it is hoped that individual teachers at Dixie College will recognize the importance of the overall goals of General Education and seek to play appropriate roles in accomplishing those goals; second, it is hoped that curriculum decisions are made in the context of these goals, and that these goals become a decision-making tool for those in charge of approving new courses and changing the status of existing courses. 

APPROPRIATE ROLES: Individual instructors should recognize that, while all teachers at Dixie College share the responsibility of accomplishing these goals, not all courses lend themselves to all goals. In the first place, there are two broad types of goals--"skills" goals and "knowledge" goals. Some courses emphasize skills; others emphasize knowledge. Next, it should be recognized that some goals are inappropriate for some types of classes; for example, a literature course may not lend itself to teaching computer skills, a biology course may not lend itself to teaching artistic appreciation, and a music course may not lend itself to teaching scientific thought. Every general education course, however, should dedicate itself to accomplishing some "skills" goals and some "knowledge" goals. Individual general education courses may set out to accomplish general education goals in a variety of ways. It is important, though, that teachers recognize appropriate roles and consciously set out to accomplish those goals well. 

DECISION-MAKING TOOL: Quarter after quarter, individual decisions are made that affect the curriculum. Perhaps a course is added, a course is deleted, a requirement changed, or a course is given General Education status. These decisions may be based on many important variables--the convenience of students, the cost of instruction, the facilities of the college; however, central in these decisions should be the goals of General Education. If these goals are not central, the curriculum may lose its philosophical mooring and drift away from the original intent and planning of the General Education program. It is hoped that these descriptions of goals will form, like the US Constitution, a basis for decision-making and a firm mooring for a General Education program. In broad terms, general education courses have expansive, inclusive curricula rather than narrow, in-depth approaches to individual topics; also, courses designed to meet the needs of a specific career are not general education courses.

**********************************************************************

University of Northern Iowa

NOTE:  This is an interesting program, and the school web page includes an article worth reading from the Provost on “From General Education to Liberal Arts Core—What’s In a Name?” at http://fp.uni.edu/lac/
Purpose of the Liberal Arts Core (LAC)
The Liberal Arts Core is the part of UNI’s undergraduate curriculum which encompasses knowledge that should be held in common by all UNI graduates. This knowledge, organized into curricular categories each consisting of one or more courses, is foundational for realizing one’s potential within and contributing to modern societies.

The Liberal Arts Core serves three purposes. First, it develops the broad base of knowledge and intellectual proficiencies that is characteristic of well-educated people. Second, the Core expands student awareness of their selves and of the worlds—natural, social, artistic, and others—in which they live, hopefully instilling a life-long desire to learn about these worlds. Finally, without directly teaching values, the Liberal Arts Core fosters those values and dispositions upon which effective inquiry, personal achievement, and societal well-being depend.

The success of the Liberal Arts Core is ultimately reflected in the extent to which UNI graduates go on to lead lives that are thoughtful, productive, personally meaningful, and socially responsible.
  

Goals of the Liberal Arts Core

Knowledge taught in the Liberal Arts Core pertains to four realms of thought and five intellectual proficiencies. The program’s educational goals can be expressed in terms of these realms and proficiencies. One of LAC’s most important goals is that students develop an integrative understanding so they can relate knowledge and apply proficiencies across different realms of thought. Realms are broad areas of human knowledge, the major topics one can know something about. Learning about a realm may include the development of realm-specific skills and the acquisition of related values. Most LAC categories and courses address particular realms. Proficiencies are interrelated sets of skills, most of which apply within all realms and, indeed, to most human endeavors. Some proficiencies are targeted by particular LAC categories and courses; others are addressed across the LAC curriculum.
  

The four realms and related educational goals are described below.
  

The Natural Realm
This realm is studied by the physical and life sciences. Students should understand the principles and processes—natural selection, for instance—that prevail in the natural world. They should know how science is done, the methods it employs, the intellectual products—theories, laws, models—it creates, and the disciplinary practices and values—rigor and fallibilism, among others—that have made it successful. 


The Social Realm
This realm encompasses the human beliefs, practices, and institutions that constitute a culture or civilization. Students should understand Western civilization, its historical development, and distinctive characteristics. They should know about non-Western cultures in order to appreciate other worldviews, the holistic nature of culture, and the differences and commonalities to be found among human societies. Students should appreciate how culture influences human behavior and should be able to analyze behavior from various perspectives. Student understanding of the social realm promotes the development of values—notably tolerance—that are foundational for citizenship in democratic societies. 


The Personal Realm
Addressed by various disciplines, this realm focuses on individuals, their nature and development. Students should become aware of common human characteristics, “human nature,” and the ways in which individuals, themselves included, diverge from these norms. They should appreciate the internal and external forces, nature and nurture, that shape human development. This knowledge enables students to understand themselves and to relate in positive ways to other people. It also helps them provide for their own physical and emotional well-being. Most importantly, knowledge of the personal realm allows students to direct their maturation towards ends that are personally meaningful and fulfilling. 


The Realm of Human Creations
This realm, more than any other, is multi-faceted owing to the wide-ranging products of human thought that have appeared in all cultures. Three broad families of human creations will be differentiated.
  

Arts and Literature
These are human creations that serve expressive or aesthetic purposes. Students should become aware of their range and variety, across cultures, artistic forms, and genres. They should develop an appreciation for and understanding of artistic products and the processes by which they are created. They should be able to analyze and evaluate these creations.

Philosophy and Religion
These creations reflect our deeply felt need to understand and find meaning in human existence. Students should become aware of enduring philosophical questions—the mind-body problem, for instance—and the methods and mental practices philosophers use to address them. They should also be cognizant of the variety of religious beliefs and their powerful role in individual lives and societies.

Technology
Technology includes the world of artifacts humans have created to serve their practical purposes. Students should understand the relationship between science and technology, and how the latter can affect human lives and the natural world. They should be able to anticipate and evaluate the effects of technological developments so they can participate intelligently in important societal deliberations and decisions on such issues.


The five proficiencies are as follows:
  

Communication
Students should be able to speak, listen, read, write, and view effectively, adapting appropriately to the audience and material at hand.

Information
Students should be able to use both traditional sources and modern technologies to access, analyze, and manage information.

Thinking 
Students should be able to address complex issues and problem situations with sound reasoning, reflective judgment, creative imagination, and a critical, analytical bent of mind.

Inter-Personal
Students should understand human emotions, motivations, and idiosyncrasies, and be able to participate effectively in relationships, groups, and citizenship activities.

Quantitative
Students should be able to make effective use of quantitative data, and to intelligently apply relevant mathematical and statistical concepts and methods on appropriate occasions.

A final, over-arching goal of the Liberal Arts Core encompasses all these realms and proficiencies. It is for students to recognize the connectedness of things, to develop the disposition to perceive reality as a whole, seeing beyond partial disciplinary perspectives. 

The Liberal Arts Core strives to help students achieve an integrative understanding of the connections and interactions between different parts of the human and natural world, the values week seek, the actions we take, and the consequences that ensue.
**********************************************************************

Chippewa Valley Technical College, Eau Claire WI

General Education Mission Statement
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General Education is an integral part of all educational programs. General Education should reflect those competencies that comprise a level of skill needed to enable the individual to understand and appreciate his/her culture and environment; to develop a system of personal values based on accepted ethics that lead to civic and social responsibility; and to attain skills in analysis communication, quantification, and synthesis necessary for success in an occupational area and for further growth as a lifelong learner and a productive member of society.

************************************************************************************************************

University of Missouri Columbia:

About General Education
General education courses are the foundation of knowledge upon which all University of Missouri-Columbia degrees are built. 

As an MU graduate, you must be able to understand complex problems that go beyond your academic field and accept the responsibilities given to you as a well-educated leader of society. Through your studies, you will acquire: 

· Skills, knowledge and attitudes expected of informed and responsible citizens. 

· Proficiency in writing, speaking, mathematics, computer use and information management. 

· Increased understanding of the nature of knowledge and the ways of thinking in the social and behavioral sciences, in the physical and biological sciences, and in the humanities and fine arts. 

Montgomery College, MD:
	General Education
(Spring 2005)




	
In the belief that all students who earn a degree from Montgomery College should exhibit both breadth and depth of knowledge, the College requires a General Education component in all degree programs. This program, originally introduced in 1986, was revised in 1994. It was revised again in 1996 to conform with the new MHEC Academic Regulations on General Education and Transfer. These statewide regulations guarantee that students completing Montgomery College's General Education program will receive credit for lower level general education courses at any public institution in the state. 

The goal of the revised General Education program is to provide to all students, in both career and transfer curricula, a common, broad-based, well-rounded educational experience. The General Education program directs students to courses in English composition, mathematics, speech, health, arts, humanities, social and behavioral sciences, and natural sciences. Such courses continue the process, begun earlier in students' lives, of exposing them to the human, cultural, and natural world that surrounds us all. 

The General Education program, in addition to specific course content, seeks to develop critical literacy; respect for others; creative expression; effective communication, both written and oral; and respect for the intellectual community tempered with skepticism about unchallenged "truths." 

In short, the goal of the General Education program is to be a part of the process of improving skills and broadening awareness of the world in which we live. 


************************************************************************
Shawnee State University, OH:

Shawnee State's General Education Program is committed to: 
 
· Providing you with an undergraduate education that includes competence in written communication, oral communication, scientific and quantitative reasoning, critical analysis, and logical thinking. 

· Providing you with a breadth of knowledge that goes beyond education for a specific discipline or profession. 

· Providing you with a breadth of experience that includes knowledge and understanding of multicultural factors. 

· Ensuring that you have the ability to reflect carefully upon ethical issues and can enter into reasoned dialogue about these issues. 

· Preparing you to become an independent and continuing learner.
As part of our commitment to your success, Shawnee State University has adopted the goal of integrating information literacy and computer literacy into the courses included in the General Education Program. 

************************************************************************
University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign:

Why Have General Education Requirements for Students?

General education is an important component of students' education at the University of Illinois. In order to be a well-educated, successful, and valuable participant in our rapidly changing global community, students need more than a professional or vocational training. When they graduate, they will enter a world in which they can expect to hold different jobs, and indeed even work in a succession of careers over the course of their lives. In order to prepare for this exciting, challenging future, they need during their college years not only to specialize in a major and train for a career, but to become more broadly educated, conversant with at least some of the many rapidly changing disciplines. They need to gain a sense of our past achievements, present developments, and future possibilities. As undergraduates at the University of Illinois, students can expect to enlarge their perspectives (historical, aesthetic, cultural, literary, scientific, philosophical), to improve their critical and analytical thinking, and to learn skills in finding, managing, and communicating knowledge. General education requirements are meant to help students fulfill these goals.
***************************************************************************************************************

Wichita State University:

    Program Vision and Mission Statement [image: image5.png]



             
A. Vision in tune with WSU’s MISSION & METROPOLITAN ADVANTAGE
To facilitate the acquisition of knowledge in quality general education and provide opportunities to enrich students’ life long pursuit of learning and quality of life, capitalizing on WSU’s mission and metropolitan advantage.
 B.  Statement of purpose – General Education:
Focus on: reading-and-writing-intensive skills, acquisition of skills appropriate for a changing environment, understanding and critically evaluating information, appreciating human diversity, and communicating knowledge and ideas clearly.
 C. General Education Goals
The goals of the Wichita State University General Education Program are to educate students who:
1) understand the humanities and how they explore the complexity of human experience; 
2) understand and appreciate various art forms;
3) understand human functioning and behavior in individuals, groups, institutions and societies;
            4) understand the natural sciences, their application in technological innovation and development, and their 
                impact on society;
            5) study and apply basic mathematical principles; 
            6) study and apply principles of written and oral communication.
*******************************************************************
North Dakota State University:
General Education Program

The purpose of general education at NDSU is to ensure that students acquire knowledge, perspectives, and skills associated with a university education. The program is designed so that graduates will be able to adapt to and anticipate changes in their profession and in society. Graduates also will be able to integrate and use the knowledge and perspectives they have gained to live productive, intellectually rewarding and meaningful lives.

Intended Student Outcomes

The intended student outcomes resulting from general education include the following abilities:

1. Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats.
2. Locate and use information for making appropriate personal and professional decisions.

3. Comprehend the concepts and perspectives needed to function in national and international societies.

4. Comprehend intrapersonal and interpersonal dynamics.

5. Comprehend concepts and methods of inquiry in science and technology, and their applications for society.

6. Integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent and meaningful manner.

7. Comprehend the need for lifelong learning.
*******************************************************************************************

	Utica College:
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to write logically, clearly, precisely and persuasively through accurate reading and observation; and to acquire, organize, present and document information and ideas. 
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to speak logically, clearly, precisely and persuasively through accurate reading and observation; and to acquire, organize, present and document information and ideas. 

3. Students will demonstrate competency in a language other than English and an appreciation of its culture. 

4. Students will demonstrate proficiency in mathematics, and an understanding of quantitative reasoning. 

5. Students will demonstrate skill in using digital technology, such as computers and the internet, to gather, analyze and present information. 

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of literary and fine, visual, or performing arts and their cultural context by expressing an informed response to artistic creations. 

7. Students will demonstrate the ability to develop a critical perspective, to analyze and evaluate arguments, and to use arguments to arrive at rationally justified belief. 

8. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method of inquiry and/or standard experimental techniques and knowledge of the natural sciences. 

9. Students will demonstrate an understanding of history and heritage; the individual, culture, and society; and social institutions and processes. 

10. Students will develop an awareness of and an appreciation for the importance of interacting effectively with people of diverse backgrounds. (This goal will be met in part through the requirement that students enroll in at least one course designated as a diversity course.) 

11. Students will demonstrate the ability to make informed, ethical choices, to weigh the consequences of those choices, and to act independently. 

12. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationship of various disciplines and the ability to apply different modes of inquiry across a variety of disciplines. 

Academic Assessment
Return to Academics Home


	


****************************************************************

Eastern Kentucky University:

Proposed Objectives 

The general education program provides a coherent foundation for lifelong learning. It equips students with skills and knowledge that enable them to become informed, independent thinkers who can comprehend, evaluate, and address the issues they will face in their personal lives, in their careers, and in community and public affairs.

Students who are successful in the general education program will be able to:
Write, speak, and listen effectively
· Practice standard conventions of written and spoken English

· Create texts and presentations that include clear theses, adequate and relevant supporting evidence, appropriate documentation, and clear and valid assumptions and conclusion

· Examine the principles and techniques of organization, style, delivery, and audience awareness that shape effective oral or written communication 

· Practice techniques of interpersonal, small group, and public speaking 

Critically analyze both information and reasoned arguments
· Examine their own thoughts, beliefs, and assumptions and those of others

· Understand why human problems require careful reflection, continual research, and provisional resolution

· Enhance their critical reading, listening, thinking, and writing skills in the direction of sustained reasoning

Use research tools and information technology effectively
· Evaluate the many sources of information that provide the basis for personal and social judgment

· Demonstrate their ability to use various forms of technology to support and enhance written compositions or oral presentations

Use quantitative reasoning to aid their understanding of intellectual and practical matters
· Recognize and use a variety of mathematical forms, structures and, operations

· Interpret and use tables, graphs, statistics, and mathematical models

· Apply logic, critical thinking, and numerical methods (such as estimation) to enhance problem solving methods

· Recognize the aesthetic qualities of mathematics in art and nature

Participate in fruitful intellectual dialogue and work effectively with others on issues of personal and public importance
· Become familiar with and effectively apply the content and methods of various disciplines

· Examine the ways in which disciplines analyze and assess issues of personal and public concern

· Demonstrate a knowledge of problem solving methods from different disciplines

· Exercise interpersonal, small group, and public speaking skills and research skills in a disciplinary context

Examine and understand the fundamental physical, chemical, and biological processes of the world and of themselves as part of that world
· Examine how to evaluate the evidence and reasoning used in scientific discourse and learn to distinguish science methods from other ways of obtaining knowledge

· Explore the physical, chemical, and biological composition of the world

· Investigate the mechanisms by which the physical, chemical, and biological world functions

· Use mathematics to model scientific data

· Recognize the need to apply scientific knowledge to matters of human concern

Examine and understand the cultural, geographic, political, economic, psychological, and historical influences that account for the similarities and differences among human beings
· Explore the economic, political, religious, social, cultural, gender, and sexual differences that define human beings

· Examine the geographical and historical contexts in which human beings live and illustrate the significance of time and place in human experience

· Use information about the past to understand the present

· Recognize the need to develop appropriate criteria for comparing their own political, economic, religious, and philosophical presuppositions and systems with those of others, both historical and contemporary

Examine and understand the values that underlie both their judgments about moral and civic responsibility and their aesthetic sensibility
· Recognize the importance of examining their own value systems

· Explore culturally and historically diverse alternative approaches to understanding both human happiness and public and private morality

· Examine significant issues and controversies that arise in any effort to understand and justify judgments about human happiness and public and private morality

· Consider some combination of literary, philosophic, religious, and artistic works to understand, analyze, and critique views about human happiness and public and private morality

· Demonstrate the ability to make informed, sensitive aesthetic judgments

Integrate their knowledge in ways that will deepen their understanding of, and will inform their own choices about, issues of personal and public importance
· Explore the purposes of a university education and the links between general education, career development, and lifelong learning

· Explore the physiological, environmental, psychological and social/political factors that affect personal and public wellness

· Apply concepts and knowledge from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities to health and wellness issues

· Consider how knowledge of various types affects the nature and resolution of social issues

· Apply imaginative thinking to particular situations to explore possible courses of action or to generate new ideas and hypotheses

· Apply knowledge from a variety of disciplinary sources to solving a human problem

· Demonstrate an understanding of how their major discipline contributes to the larger body of human knowledge and experience

[Includes Invitation to Join the General Education Discussion Forum—see website at:

http://www.academicaffairs.eku.edu/gened/objectiveswithgoals.htm]

