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Mark Schroll Joins Kern Family Foundation 

Former Technology Teacher at Nationally Ranked Science Academy 
to Coordinate Foundation’s Project Lead the Way Initiative

(September 10, 2007) – Mark Schroll joined the Kern Family Foundation in August, 2007 in the role of Program Coordinator for engineering and innovation programs, including Project Lead the Way (PLTW). PLTW is a nationally recognized science and technology curriculum for middle and high schools students. 
The Foundation supports PLTW at 217 middle and high schools in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois. Milwaukee Public Schools, a partnering district, received the Public Policy Forum’s 2007 “private-public cooperation” innovation award as part of its annual “Salute to Local Government” program for the district’s commitment to and participation in PLTW.
Drawing on his experience with pre-engineering curriculum and instruction, Mr. Schroll facilitates the application review and grant monitoring processes. He also collaborates with grantees to develop networks of strong partnerships and sustainability plans.
Since 1989, Mr. Schroll taught technology at the Science Academy of South Texas, a school situated in the Rio Grande Valley that has been recognized by the Washington Post’s 2005 Challenge Index as 11th in the country and was placed 8th on Newsweek's "America's Best High Schools" list in 2003.  As part of the original staff, he co-authored and implemented a unique four-year pre-engineering curriculum and later worked to implement the PLTW program at his school, teaching PLTW courses and training teachers. He has conducted PLTW summer college programs at Rochester Institute of Technology (NY), University of Houston (TX), University of Texas at Tyler (TX) and Weber State University (UT).
Mr. Schroll received a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Technology Education from Saint Cloud State University (Saint Cloud, MN) and a Master of Arts degree in Education and Human Development with a specialization in Educational Technology Leadership from the George Washington University (Washington, D.C.).  He has published extensively with a focus on engineering and systems curriculum guides and currently serves as a member on the National Academy of Engineering’s “Committee on K-12 Engineering Education.”
Established in 1999, the Kern Family Foundation is a prominent, strategic foundation that invests in the future through values, education and innovation. The Foundation aims to effect systemic change through broad-impact, long-term programs in order to preserve the tradition of private enterprise which has enabled the American nation to thrive intellectually and economically.  Programs include Project Lead the Way, Pastoral Ministry Program, Kern Entrepreneurship Education Network and Education Reform.  
For more information about the Kern Family Foundation, visit the Web site at www.kffdn.org. 
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