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AGREEMENT TO MEDIATE

The parties agree to participate in mediation to attempt to resolve one or more issues relating to family or child matters.

1. Duty to meet.  The parties will attend scheduled mediation sessions unless they notify the Institute of their inability to attend at least 24 hours (1 business day) before the session.  
2. Termination of mediation.  Mediation may be terminated without cause by a party or mediator.
3. Information.  Each party will fully disclose all pertinent information.  The parties will not give false information.

4. Mediator.  The mediator does not represent either Party.  The mediator has no duty to provide advice or information to a party or to assure that a party has an understanding of the problem and the consequences of his/her actions.  The function of the mediator is to promote and facilitate voluntary resolution of the matter, and the mediator has no responsibility concerning the fairness or legality of the resolution.

5. Confidentiality.  Under Rule 114 the parties will not:

a. Subpoena Institute mediators or any records or documents of the mediator or Institute.
b. Attempt to discover or use as evidence in any proceeding relating to the matter or in any other dispute between the parties any communication made in or related to the mediation process or any document, including the meeting notes, developed in or as a result of the mediation process.

6. Mandatory Reporting.   Institute mediators are required to report child abuse or abuse regarding vulnerable adults.
7. Fees.  The parties agree to pay for services at the rate of $300.00 per session. Sessions are approximately 2 hours and session fees are due at the beginning of each mediation session.  All session and drafting fees will be shared equally between parties.
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