
 

 

Common Reading Program 2014-15 
Essay Competition Writing Prompts 
 
 
The Common Reading Program is sponsoring an essay competition in conjunction with the Common Reading book, Fire and 
Forget, edited by Roy Scranton and Matt Gallagher.  Four scholarship prizes will be awarded for the Spring semester 2015: 
First Prize: $500 scholarship  
Second Prize: $250 scholarship  
Third and Fourth Prizes: $125 scholarships  
 
Eligibility: 
Student must be a first-semester SCSU or SCTCC Connections student this fall, continuing on for their studies at SCSU in 
Spring 2015, and they must submit an essay to the Common Reading Program Essay Competition according to the guidelines 
laid out herein.    
  
Students may choose 1 of the prompts below: 
 

A. Colum McCann’s Foreword to the collection begins with the line, “All stories are war stories somehow,” and he goes 
on to say, “We are all scripted by war.” In an interview with the editors (available at the Common Reading Program 
homepage: www.stcloudstate.edu/commonread), Matt Gallagher, one of the editors, notes that “fiction has this 
paradoxical ability to be closer to the truth while also distanced from it”.  Discuss the stories in the collection in terms 
of the way they reveal truths about war and our experience of war.  

 
B. Many of the authors discuss the role of family and friends as part of their support networks.  Yet equally so, there is 

difficulty in connecting and reconnecting with those same family and friends upon the return of veterans to the U.S. 
and civilian life. Using examples from the short stories, discuss this paradox.  Has reading the stories helped you 
better understand the experience of veterans transitioning back to civilian life? Why or why not? 

 
 
To be eligible to win, essays must respond to all aspects of the prompt chosen from the above options. 
   
Selected essays will demonstrate the following standards: Essays should be a maximum of 5 pages, double spaced. They must 
be free of spelling and grammatical errors.  They must be well-written and organized.  They will demonstrate a clear 
engagement with the common reading book and display evidence of a thoughtful engagement with themes introduced by the 
book.   
 
Submission details:  
Submission deadline is: Monday, November 10, at 4 PM in Centennial Hall 208. 
Late submissions will not be considered.   
Submissions must also adhere to the following: 

 Four copies of the essay must be submitted for blind review.  This means that each copy of the essay should have a 
title, but be free of all identifying information (i.e., name, tech ID number, and so on). 

  Your submission should include a separate cover sheet which includes your personal information: Name, Tech 
ID Number, HuskyNet email address, Local phone number, and Essay Title. 

 Submissions should be sent via campus mail or hand delivered to the Common Reading Program, Centennial Hall 
208.   

 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/commonread

