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On April 24, 2008, the Chemistry Department acknowledged the top student in each area of chemistry 
for their outstanding academic performance this past year. Over 75 students, friends and family mem-
bers attended the 25th Annual Chemistry Awards Banquet.  

Dr. Ramakrishnan joined the department in August 2006. She 
did her Post Doctoral training in Biophysical Chemistry at Cornell 
University from April 2000 to June 2003. Prior to coming to the 
department, she held a research associate position in the Mo-
lecular Biology and Genetics Department at Cornell University 
from July 2004 to April 2006.  Prior to this appointment, she was 
awarded the highly competitive ñEpilepsy Foundation of America
-Milken Family foundation Post doctoral Fellowshipò from July 
2003 to June 2004. Dr. Ramakrishnan attended Madras Univer-
sity, Chennai, India, where she received her B.Sc. in Chemistry. 

She subsequently completed her M.Sc. in Chemistry at the Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai, 
India. She then attended the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, India, where she completed her 
Ph. D. in Physical Chemistry with an emphasis in chain dynamics of macromolecules. Dr. Ramakrish-
nanôs research has focused on the role of trans-membrane receptor proteins in neurological diseases. 
Her current research includes studies on selecting nucleic acid ligands for neuronal nicotinic acetyl-
choline receptor proteins using a novel iterative in-vitro selection method. These receptor proteins play 
a very important role in neurological disorders such as epilepsy. Her current research also includes 
testing the effect of Alzheimer disease drugs on the beta-amyloid peptide aggregation process, as the 
formation of these aggregates precedes the formation of neurotoxic insoluble beta-amyloid plaques, 
which is one of the major hallmarks of Alzheimerôs disease. 

On a personal note, Latha is the proud mother of twins, who were born just a few months ago! 

Did You Know? 
 

SCSU chemistry graduates 

compete very well nationally in 

securing admission to top-

notch graduate programs such 

as University of Californiañ

Berkeley, Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity and Harvard University 

and industrial positions in ma-

jor corporations such as 3M 

and Cargill. 
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Robert H. Wick Science Building Annex  

Ground was broken last spring for an $11.3 million annex to the Robert H. Wick Science Building.  The project, which will add 24,000 
square feet of lab and classroom space to the building, is targeted for completion in December 2008. The Wick addition will be a welcome 
replacement for our current outdated facilities in Brown Hall.  However, with the loss of three classrooms in Brown Hall as well as signifi-
cant growth in chemistry over the past five years, we need a second addition almost the same size to meet our current demands for 
space. The chemistry department will be replacing its laboratory facilities in Brown Hall with five new teaching laboratories and a state-of-
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Progress continues to be made. 

Magic Show 

Progress as of May 7, 2008. Shortly after construction began. 

the-art stockroom. General 
Chemistry 1 & 2 (CHEM 
210/211), Organic Chemis-
try 1 & 2 (CHEM 310/311), 
Basic Organic Chemistry 
(CHEM 240) and Inorganic 
Chemistry (CHEM 430) will 
occupy laboratories on the 
third floor.  The four chem-
istry laboratories on the 
third floor are all essen-
tially equipped the same.  
A key feature of each labo-
ratory is twelve five-foot 
fume hoods that will allow 
students to perform all 
work in a fume hood.  Bio-
chemistry 1 & 2 (CHEM 
480/481), Biophysical 
Chemistry (CHEM 482), 
and Basic Biochemistry 
(CHEM 241) will occupy a 
laboratory on the second 
floor, along with a faculty 
research lab and an instru-
ment room housing our  
Maldi mass spectrometer.  

This year was the sixth consecutive year that Sauk Rapids-Rice Middle School brought its sixth grade class to campus for a chemistry 
magic show. Over 250 sixth graders participated in one of two shows in March. As part of their chemistry curriculum, these students 
learn some of the basic principles of chemistry and then see these principles applied in chemistry demonstrations. Mark Kleven, Jarred 
Engleking, Phil Henning, and Chris Ohman participated in both of these shows. As always, students were most excited about the explo-
sions! 


