
Dr. Ming-Chi Own, a faculty member in 

CFS for 7 years, has been serving as the SCSU 

liaison to the new Chinese immersion kindergarten 

which began this fall at Madison School in St. 

Cloud.  During spring 2007, District 742 sent out a 

survey to parents regarding interest in language 

immersion.  From the results of these surveys, the 

Chinese immersion kindergarten and a similar 

Spanish classroom at Clearview Elementary were 

initiated this fall.  Ming-Chiôs  personal experi-

ences and passion for bilingual education inform 

her practice in this role. 

By the time that Ming-Chi was a young 

child growing up in Singapore, the small country 

had been a British colony long enough for the Eng-

lish language to have attained an elite status.  

Nonetheless, Ming-Chiôs parents supported speak-

ing Chinese at home and sent their children to a 

Chinese school.    Because of these family lan-

guage choices, which were neither popular nor well 

received, the girls were discriminated against as 

they grew up in a neighborhood where English was 

the common denominator.   Ming-Chi reports she 

learned English as a second language at school.   

After finishing her undergraduate educa-

tion in early education in Australia, Ming-Chi was 

invited to offer her services to the Chinese kinder-

garten program at the elementary school which she 

had originally attended.  Most of the children in 

this two-year program for four and five year olds 

were of Chinese ethnicity who spoke English as 

their first language, but were now being immersed 

in a Chinese language environment similar to the 

program being instituted at Madison Elementary. 

Ming-Chi later moved to teach in an Eng-

lish kindergarten. As the Singapore government 

began to pay more attention to early education, the 

National Institute of Education began to offer pre-

primary teacher preparation programs in both Chi-

nese and English.  Ming-Chi was invited to be in-

volved in both of these because of her multilingual 

background. 

Eventually, Ming-Chi decided to come to 

the US for further studies.  Her Masterôs work at 

the University of Iowa involved using song as a 

linguistic catalyst for maintaining or relearning 

Chinese in  children attending a weekend Chinese 

school. With a similar population of children from 

diverse ethnic backgrounds, MingChi  explored 

how Chinese children make meaning of their 

schooling as her doctoral research. 

Ming-Chi reports that many Minnesota 

schools within the Twin Cities offer Chinese 

classes at the secondary level.   Mandarin Chinese 

is the first language of almost one fifth of the 

worldôs people  (more than twice the number of 

English as a first language speakers).  In China, students 

are learning English     as a second language and pre-

pared to interact with English speakers. American chil-

dren can also become better prepared to interact in the 

global world.  Bilingualism, which helps an individual 

assume a different and more flexible position can be best 

introduced to young children whose brains are ready to 

learn language.    

After just six weeks in the Chinese immersion 

program at Madison, the eighteen children, are respond-

ing to the teacher and beginning to use the Chinese lan-

guage on their own.  They are also exposed to Chinese 

writing, with the goal of oral and written fluency.  Plans 

are to add one class a year through the elementary grades 

for the children to continue their language immersion; as 

the children mature, some of the core subjects will be 

taught in English, but there will always be a primary 

exposure to Chinese.   (continued on page 2) 

In her doctoral research, Ming-Chi found that 

childrenôs culture does come into play in most aspects of 

their learning and how childrenôs native language influ-

ences how they use the second language.  Ming-Chiôs 

own personal language history demonstrates both the role 

of culture in learning a second language and the value of 

bilingual education in raising world citizens. The Child 

and Family Studies students and the Madison immersion 

kindergarten students both are benefiting from Ming-

Chiôs experiences and knowledge of bilingual learning. 
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 As I sit down to write another Chairôs Column I realize 

that the fall semester is already half over.  This is my 23rd year at 

St. Cloud State and each year the pace seem to be a little faster, or 

perhaps I am getting slower and not as able to keep up with the 

50+ e-mails that come on a typical day.  We had no e-mail in 1983 

when I started as a CFS faculty member.  I was progressive in 

using a computer to create my course syllabi and handouts.  The 

fast pace of 2007 can be both invigorating and also exhausting.  I 

see signs of both in myself and in my colleagues. 

 The year began with a new president at St. Cloud State, 

which brings an atmosphere of hope and curiosity that accompa-

nies new leadership.  President Potter came to meet with all of the 

departments in the College of Education about two weeks ago.  

This was an opportunity to get to know each other. It was also a 

sign that he is interested in learning about and listening to faculty 

before setting an agenda.  I was impressed with his interest in and 

understanding of Child and Family Studies as a field of study.  I 

am looking forward to working with him as we create new visions 

and plans for the future of SCSU and the Child and Family Studies 

Department. 

 Our department continues to change with the coming 

retirement of Cheri Gilman.  The hiring process to replace Cheri 

has already begun when we met in a retreat about two weeks ago 

to reflect upon our needs and consider the faculty strengths and 

interests and the gaps that we will try to fill with a new faculty 

member.  The number of students in the CFS department has con-

tinued to grow over the last two years at both the undergraduate 

and graduate levels.  The recent changes in eligibility for young 

children (0-3) with disabilities has already led to an increase in the 

number of students in our ECSE graduate program.  It is a challenge 

to keep up with the rise and fall in demand for our programs and 

how this dynamic impacts our enrollments.  There has also been an 

increase in parent education vacancies during the last 6 months as 

ECFE program funding has been restored (at least to 2001 levels).  

It is always easier to manage programs when enrollment is increas-

ing and classes are full. 

 The Thrive Infant Mental Health IMH) Project continues 

to generate interest and excitement as action groups were formed 

during the summer and groups are planning projects around five 

different priorities.  One priority that emerged as a primary focus for 

SCSU and our department was Priority #4: òTo increase and en-

hance the skills of mental health providers and other professionals 

working with young children.ò  This group has designed a Profes-

sional Learning Community proposal to bring together faculty in six 

different departments at St. Cloud State who will work with faculty 

from the St. Cloud Technical College and community practitioners.  

This group will explore IMH, expand their understanding of the 

emerging field, and examine how to integrate critical concepts and 

skills into course work to prepare the next generation of practitio-

ners who want to develop IMH expertise and gain endorsement in 

the field.  This is an exciting process for participants and will be a 

unique opportunity to communicate with peers across disciplines. 

 As you can see from the newsletter CFS faculty continue 

to be busy with a variety of projects from the Chinese Immersion 

program, to Thrive Projects, and to another study abroad program in 

Italy.  

Page 2 

Chair Reflections by Glen Palmð 

Spring Break Study Abroad 2008 

ITALY  

Join Child and Family Studies faculty in a study abroad course in 

Northern Italy.  CFS 405/505 (undergraduate:4 cr./graduate:3 cr.) - 

Study Abroad Italy 

 

Depart February 28 and return March 9 to study in the Emilia Ro-

magna and Tuscany regions of northern Italy, including a stay in 

Reggio Emilia, an area of interest 

to early childhood educators. 

 

Contact CFS faculty, Dr. Cheri 

Gilman or Dr. Ming-Chi Own for 

more information.  CFS Office: 

Education Building B109 and Of-

fice Phone: 320-308-2132. 

 

Well Wishers 
 

Join efforts with SCSUõs 

Student Organization!  
 

SCSUõs Student Association 

for the Education of Young 

Children is raising money to build water 

wells for disadvantaged communities in 

Nigeria.  

 
On behalf of these families and our organi-

zation, we thank you for your donation.   
Each dollar makes a difference!  

 

Donations can be mailed to:  

Saint Cloud State University  

Child and Family Studies, c/o SCSU AEYC  

720 4th Ave South  

Saint Cloud, MN, 56301  

 

Questions may be directed to:  

voco0402@stcloudstate.edu / 320.253.8363  
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Golden Rule Scholarship                  

$500 (1 per year) 

Eligibility: Juniors or Seniors majoring 

in Early Childhood Education with a 

2.75 or higher cumulative GPA and plan-

ning to teach B-3rd grade using music 

theory as a literacy base. 

 

Jack Mayala Scholarship                           

$500 (1 per year) 

Eligibility: Juniors or Seniors majoring 

in Early childhood education with prefer-

ence given to single parents who have 

financial need and a  2.75 or higher cu-

mulative GPA. 

Kathryn Kelly Scholarship                             

$500 (1 per year) 

Eligibility: Juniors or Seniors majoring in 

Early Childhood Education with a 2.75 or 

higher cumulative GPA, are from rural 

Minnesota, have a financial need, and are 

not a recipient of athletic grants or schol-

arships. 

 

Olga B. Satre Hart Mem. Scholarship 

$1,000 (2 per year) 

Eligibility: Juniors or Seniors majoring in 

Early Childhood Education with a 2.75 or 

higher cumulative GPA and have estab-

lished a financial need. 

Application Checklist for all  

Scholarships: scholarship application, 

essay, resume, transcriptsðcopies are 

acceptable, and letter of recommendation 

from SCSU faculty. 

 

If interested in applying, you may pick 

up an application in the CFS Office, 

EB B109 beginning the first part of 

December. 

 

**ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE 

TO THE CFS OFFICE BY FEBRU-

ARY 1ST**                                                       

Karen Jentz 

I come to the CFS Department as a 

graduate assistant after a spin around 

the Medicine Wheel in service to 

families and young children.  I first 

became involved in early childhood 

while working in a Vietnamese baby 

nursery as an outgrowth of peace 

work when I was a sociology student 

at the University of Colorado; my 

interest in attachment that developed 

with these babies, destined to be 

adopted in the US and Europe, turned 

out to be lifelong.  After returning to 

the States, I began working with chil-

dren with disabilities in Colorado and 

Crow Creek Indian Reservation in 

SD.  Moving to Minnesota in 1991, I provided Child Development 

Associate training for the Red Lake Head Start staff on the Red Lake 

Reservation in Northern MN.  I also discovered the ECFE program, 

and after completing the licensure program at Bemidji State Univer-

sity, I worked with local staff to initiate an ECFE program on the Red 

Lake Reservation.  I left with my family to teach English in two Chi-

nese universities, then returned to the St. Cloud area.  I am on leave 

from my position at Melrose Schools, where I developed a bilingual 

Family Literacy program serving the communitiesô Mexican immi-

grant families.  I am working part time as a parent educator for the 

Sauk Rapids ECFE program, taking time to focus on my thesis, which 

will address bilingual issues. 

 

 

Julie Hoppe  
 

I have been in the field of  

early childhood family edu-

cation for the past 12 years.  

I love working with young 

children, it has always been 

my passion.  I am fascinated 

with early childhood mental 

health, attachment, and so-

cial emotional development.  

I enjoy watching children 

grow and develop their self 

esteem and self concept as 

they begin to master their 

environment.  I especially 

love to observe toddlers in 

their struggle to be independent yet, still need their parent(s).  

I have enjoyed my work as a parent educator.  I love to talk 

to parents about child development and about ways parents 

and families can help give their child the best start in life.  It 

is my mission to help parents understand the importance of 

their relationship with their child as it is that first parent/child 

relationship that forms the foundation for relationships 

throughout their lives.  I look forward to returning to the 

teaching field to begin practicing many of the new concepts 

and skills that I will be gaining as a graduate student in the 

ECSE licensure program.  I am honored to be able to study at 

St. Cloud State and to have an assistantship in the Child and 

Family Studies program.  I feel this experience will enrich 

my teaching practice and I will leave as a better person, 

teacher, and colleague.  
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