
Request for Proposals - Assessment Mini-Grants 2010-11

Focus: “Planning to Assess SCSU’s Liberal Education Program”
The Assessment Steering Committee requests assessment grants proposals for the 2010-11.  For this year there is only one category of assessment grants—to develop Goal Area assessment plans for SCSU’s new Liberal Education Program (LEP). Awards will only be given to faculty serving on a Liberal Education Assessment Panel (LEAP), for projects that focus on assessing student learning outcomes (SLOs) in the LEP Goal Areas. 

The proposals must follow the general structure of SCSU’s LEP assessment plan (for details go to http://www.stcloudstate.edu/assessment/plans/program.asp, click on “Liberal Education”).
This proposal focuses on developing ways to assess how well students are achieving the learner outcomes of the Liberal Education Program.

Awards:  The maximum grant award is $2,000.  
Award Category
Implementing the Liberal Education Program assessment plan.
The LEP includes its mission statement (see Appendix), 10 Goal Areas, their SLOs, and courses (see http://bulletin.stcloudstate.edu/ugb/gened.asp). Implementing the LEP assessment plan involves assessing student learning across courses within Goal Areas. At least one or two SLOs need to be assessed yearly on a rotating basis.

Potential proposals might involve:
· Developing course-embedded measures of SLOs.

·  Developing rubrics for assessing the SLOs. (Useful resource: http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/index.cfm) 

·  Developing a plan to assess randomly selected student artifacts related to SLOs.

· Developing an assessment instrument that can be delivered independently of courses (e.g., to randomly selected students from different courses in the Goal Area).

· Conducting focus groups or interviews with students from Goal Area courses.
It is expected that funded proposals will be implemented by the LEAP during AY 2011-12.  See the http://bulletin.stcloudstate.edu/ugb/gened.asp; be sure to use SCSU’s LEP SLOs, which are listed under the headings of “Consistent with LEP Student Learning Outcomes, students will also demonstrate…”.

Although not mandatory, it will be best if more than one person from each LEAP participates in crafting and carrying out this proposal. Please contact Joe Melcher to find out who else is on your LEAP.

Proposal evaluation criteria

The Assessment Steering Committee will evaluate the proposals on the basis of the following criteria. Proposals that reasonably meet all four criteria will be considered for funding.

1) The proposed assessment planning process appears capable of generating a useable Goal Area assessment plan by May 16, 2011.

2) The proposal explains how proposer(s) will consult with faculty who teach in the Goal Area in developing the assessment plan.

3) The proposal describes the activities associated with developing the assessment plan, including a timeline.

4) The proposal includes a budget justification of up to $2000.
Use of Funds:  Assessment grant money can support faculty extra duty days, duplication of materials, and/or student help.  Grant money cannot be used for purchasing software, computers, data processing costs, equipment, travel, graduate assistantships or consultants.

Dates:  Completed grant proposals must be received in the University Assessment Office (Miller Center 310C) by noon on Monday, January  24, 2011.  Awards will be announced following Faculty Senate approval. The final report (which will consist of the completed LEAP assessment plan) must be submitted by May 16, 2011.
Proposal Form:  Proposals should be submitted on the proposal form. To be considered for funding, your proposal should provide all of the information requested.

Grant Reports:   Payment for duty days is contingent upon completion of the project and receipt of a report by May 16, 2011.
If you have any questions or would like technical or other assistance in developing your proposal, please contact Joe Melcher, Liberal Education Assessment Director (8-6590, jmmelcher@stcloudstate.edu) or Holly Evers, Assessment Support (8-0133, hpevers@stcloudstate.edu) 
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