Sociology Program Mission

The mission of the Sociology Program is to enable students to develop a sociological imagination in order to critically evaluate their social world, understanding the interaction between biography, history and their intersections within social structures. As a program, we are committed to equipping students with an expansive view of the world consistent with the goals of a liberal arts education and to preparing them to understand the structures and patterns upon which everyday life rests. We further recognize the important role of sociology to work toward social and political consciousness to effect positive social change, both locally and globally. This mission requires providing students with a broad knowledge and understanding of culture and society, a critical understanding of multicultural perspectives and experiences, as well as a strong sense of the ongoing interdependencies among members of our global communities. Grounded in this mission, our departmental goals and program objectives encourage students to learn the techniques and implications of sociological inquiry, understand the dynamics of social justice, and to apply their sociological skills.

Vision for the Sociology Major

The vision of the Sociology major is of a social-justice oriented sociology focusing on inequality, the intersections of race, class, gender and sexuality, individual and collective agency and social change as central to sociological analysis. This program emphasizes the socio-historical contexts of social issues on local, national, and transnational levels.



Sociology Major Learning Objectives
(The list of learning objectives below includes all learning objectives for the Sociology Program. The matrix specifies objectives specific to the Sociology major)

Skills

1. 	Students in the program will exhibit communication and research skills, such that they will: 
a) successfully complete one literature review,
b) successfully complete one analytical paper,
c) successfully complete one research report or design
d) successfully complete one presentation to an appropriate audience.
e) participate effectively in group processes and function as a working member of a team.
f) be able to identify and describe major patterns in statistical or narrative data.
g) understand how to use computer hardware and software to conduct online library searches, to conduct web searches, to enter information into databases, and to analyze statistical and narrative data.  

Values

2.	Students in the program will develop a sociological orientation, such that they will: 
a) identify themselves as sociologists. 
b) be familiar with the ethical standards of the discipline, as outlined in the ethics codes of the American Sociological Association and/or the Association for Applied and Clinical Sociology and/or apply those ethical standards.
3.	Students in the program will be socially responsible citizens, such that they will:
a) be able to critically evaluate evidence and research about social conditions.
b) express desire to change social conditions that they determine are unjust or oppressive.
c) demonstrate an understanding of the importance of transnational/global perspectives.

Knowledge

4.	Students in the program will be familiar with the discipline of sociology, such that they will:
a) be able to describe what sociology is and how it differs from other social sciences.
b) be able to describe and provide examples of the social construction of reality at the micro, meso, and macro levels of analysis.
c) be able to adopt a sociological perspective toward a situation or problem and explain how this perspective is sociological.
5.	Students in the program will be familiar with sociological theory such that they will:
a) understand the value, as well as the limitations, of sociological theories as tools for examining issues & making recommendations for change.
b) be able to describe, compare, apply, and/or critique sociological theories at the micro, meso, and macro level. 
c) be able to explain and provide examples of how theory influences practice and how practice influences theory.
6.	Students in the program will be familiar with research methods and their relationship to sociology, such that they will:
a) be able to describe, compare, and critique a wide range of research methods. 
b) be able to articulate and critically assess research questions by scholars.
c) be able to use research methods as tools for action in various settings, including academic, work, or community settings.
7. 	Students in the program will be familiar with how culture and social structure operate, such that they will be able to: 
a) identify how institutions interlink in their effects on each other and on individuals.
b) demonstrate how social relations and social structure vary across time and place, and the effect of such variations.
c) identify forms and effects of institutional oppression locally and/or globally.
8. 	Students in the program will be familiar with reciprocal relationships between individuals and society, such that they will be able to: 
a) explain how the self develops sociologically.
b) identify how social structure influences social processes and individual behavior.
c) identify how social processes influence social structure: how individuals as social agents actively adapt, challenge, and transform social structure.
9.	Students in the program will be familiar with the internal diversity of U. S. society and its place in the international context, such that they will be able to describe the significance of variations by race, class, gender, etc. 
10.	Through the substantive emphasis students in the program will be familiar with:
a) current policies and trends in social policy in the area. 
b) important theories, methods, and research in the area.

11. Students in the program who elect the interdepartmental major will be able to:
a) identify the links between their substantive areas of interest and sociology
b) apply sociological theories, methods, and research to their areas of interest




Sociology Program Learning Objectives Matrix
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Timeline for Assessment of Sociology Major Program
Learning Objectives

	OBJECTIVE
	COURSE
	TIMEFRAME

	Skills

	
	

	1. 	Students in the program will exhibit communication and research skills, such that they will: 
a) a) successfully complete one literature review.
	201, 456, 460, elective
	2007-08

	b) successfully complete one analytical paper
	456, 460
	

	c) successfully complete one research report or design
	303
	

	      d)   successfully complete at least one presentation to an appropriate audience.

	480, 488
	2007-08

	 e) participate effectively in group processes and function as a working member of a team.

	 444, 456, 460
	2007-08

	f)  be able to identify and describe major patterns in statistical and narrative data.

	303, 304
	2007-08

	g)  understand how to use computer hardware and software to conduct online library searches, to conduct web searches, to enter information into databases, and to analyze statistical and narrative data.  
	303, 304
	2007-08

	Values

	
	

	2.	Students in the program will develop a sociological orientation, such that they will: 
a) identify themselves as sociologists.
	444, 480, 488
	2008-09

	b)   use the ethical standards of the discipline, as outlined in the ethics codes of the American Sociological Association and the Association for Applied and Clinical Sociology.
	303, 444, 480, 488
	2008-09

	3.	Students in the program will be socially responsible citizens, such that they will:
a) be able to critically evaluate evidence about social conditions.

	304, elective
	2008-09

	b) express desire to change social conditions that they determine are unjust or oppressive.
	201, elective
	2008-09

	c) demonstrate an understanding of the importance of transnational/global perspectives.

	201, elective
	2008-09

	Knowledge

	
	

	4.	Students in the program will be familiar with the discipline of sociology, such that they will:
a) be able to describe what sociology is and how it differs from other social sciences.

	111, 160, 480, 488
	2009-10

	
b)  be able to describe and provide examples of the social construction of reality at the micro, meso, and macro levels of analysis.

	111, 160, 302, 
	

2009-10

	c) be able to adopt a sociological perspective toward a situation or problem and explain how this perspective is sociological.
	111, 160, 201, 444
	2009-10

	5.	Students in the program will be familiar with sociological theory such that they will:
a) understand the value, as well as the limitations, of sociological theories as tools for examining issues & making recommendations for change.

	302, elective
	2009-10

	b) be able to describe, compare, apply, and critique sociological theories at the micro, meso, and macro level.

	302, elective
	2009-10

	c) be able to use concepts and theories as tools for action in work or community settings.
	444, 480, 488
	2009-10

	6.	Students in the program will be familiar with research methods and their relationship to sociology, such that they will:
a) be able to describe, compare, and critique a wide range of research methods.

	303
	2010-11

	b) be able to articulate and critically assess research questions by scholars. 
	303, elective
	2010-11

	c) be able to use research methods as tools for action in various settings, including academic, work, or community settings. 
	304, 480, 488
	2010-11

	7. 	Students in the program will be familiar with how culture and social structure operate, such that they will be able to: 
a) identify how institutions interlink in their effects on each other and on individuals.

	111, 160, 201
	2010-11

	b) demonstrate how culture and social structure vary across time and place, and the effect of such variations.
	201, 111, 160, 365
	2010-11

	c)identify forms and effects of institutional oppression locally and/or globally. 
	111, 160, 201
	2010-11

	8. 	Students in the program will be familiar with reciprocal relationships between individuals and society, such that they will be able to: 
a) explain how the self develops sociologically.
b) identify how social structure influences social processes and individual behavior.
c)   identify how social processes influence social structure: how individuals as social agents actively adapt, challenge, and transform social structure. 
	302 (a, b, c)
365 (a, b, c)
	2011-12

	9.  Students in the program will be familiar with the internal diversity of U. S. society and its place in the international context, such that they will be able to describe the significance of variations by race, class, gender, etc. 
	201, elective
	2011-12

	10.	Students in the program who elect to have a substantive emphasis will be familiar with:
d) current policies and trends in social policy in the area. 
e) important theories, methods, and research in the area.

	Emphasis electives
	2011-12

	11. Students in the program who elect the interdepartmental major will be able to:
a) identify the links between their substantive areas of interest and sociology
b) apply sociological theories, methods and research to their areas of interest
	Interdepartmental Electives
	2011-12




