	Assessment Steering Committee Meeting 

	Minutes


	Wednesday, October 22, 2008
	11:00-12:00

AMC- Mississippi Room 

	Type of meeting
	Assessment Steering Committee

	Facilitator
	Jim Sherohman, University Assessment Director

	Note taker
	Holly Evers 

	Attendees
	HCOB:  Carol Gaumnitz                          Cont. Studies:  Patricia Aceves
COE:   Elaine Ackerman                          Academic Affairs: Mitch Rubinstein
COFAH: Wendy Bjorklund                       Undergraduate Studies: Amos Olagunju 
COSE:  Maria Womack                            Graduate Studies:  Melanie Guentzel
COSS: Joe Melcher                                 Student L&D: Jim Knutson-Kolodzne
LRTS:  Chris Inkster                                 Institutional Research: Kim Oren 
Gen Ed:  Vacant                                       Student: Vacant



	Topics


	
	Approval of Minutes of October 8, 2008

	motion
	Motion to accept minutes – Chris Inkster
2nd- Joe Melcher
Motion passes unanimously.


	
	CHAIR’S REPORT

	discuss
	Jim Sherohman reported the following:

· Last week Jim met with the college assessment directors to discuss common themes in their annual reports and to identify a focus for improvement based upon their reports. Although there are differences among the colleges, in general reports were stronger in several respects over last year’s. The college assessment directors agreed that the focus for the next year should be on increasing the percentage of programs that use assessment findings for improvement. Accomplishing this goal also requires progress on several subordinate goals: getting programs to complete their assessment plans if they have not already done so, increasing the number of programs that submit annual reports, and increasing awareness of assessment activities among the faculty.  

· 16 new Peer Consultants completed training last week. In order to accommodate the schedules of all 37 consultants two identical meetings will be held on November 17th and 18th at 9am in Atwood’s Granite Room. Dr. Sherohman invited any other ideas for handling the complexity of 37 different schedules.

· Last week Dr Sherohman attended a First Year Assessment Conference along with three other individuals from SCSU. He reported on some sessions that he attended and offered to share a CD from the conference that contain session handouts and additional information. 

· The Foundations of Excellence Improvement subcommittee met yesterday. Joe Melcher was elected co-chair of the committee. 

	
	OTHER REPORTS

Joe Melcher reported that his college committee has approved a process for UDWR assessment reports and their relative oversight. He is going to share their plan with other academic college coordinators via email. 

	
	COMMITTEE BUSINESS

	discuss
	January Workshop Days

Although we have not yet received the RFP from CETL, Dr Sherohman asked those present to consider possible workshop topics. He suggested the following:

· CLA in the Classroom

· Assessment grants- a panel of six 2007-8 grants that did not present in August.

· Linking course-level assessment to program assessment. It was suggested that Jim contact committee members and assessment peer consultants to see who would be interested in facilitating this session. 

	motion
	n/a

	discuss
	Newsletter

In the short term, it is agreed that we need to forego our ideal, theme based concept and begin production of a newsletter. Possible content was discussed. The strategy is to use the initial newsletter to generate ideas for future content. Chris Inkster suggested titling either the newsletter or the main article “Conversations about Assessment”. 

	motion
	n/a


