Teaching Active Reading Using Phases of Engagement:
A Student-Centered Approach

Phases of Engagement
	Phase
	Learner Role
	Process

	1
	Newcomer
	Participation in interactive activities designed to get students to know one another.

	2
	Cooperator
	Dyads of learners participate in activities requiring critical thinking, reflection, and idea sharing (peer review, activity critiques).

	3
	Collaborator
	Small groups collaborate, solve problems, and reflect on experiences (content discussions, role playing, debates).

	4
	Initiator/partner
	Learner-designed and learner-led activities (group presentation and projects, learner-facilitated discussions).
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Phase One, Part One: Introductions
1. Pass out index cards and have students write on them a response to the following prompt:
a. I can teach you to. . . . 
b. No names
2. Collect and shuffle the cards and hand them back so that students get a card that is not their own.
3. They then need to find the student whose card they have, introduce themselves, and begin a conversation based on the content of the card.
4. Cards then go back to the original student.
5. Go around the room and have students identify their skills and briefly describe how they learned them.

Phase One, Part Two: Reading and Thinking Actively
Review the Six Levels of Thinking
· Remembering
· Understanding
· Applying
· Analyzing
· Evaluating
· Creating
Activity:

 Choose a fairy tale.
a. What do you remember?
b. What’s the point?
c. Apply that point to another situation.
d. How do you know what the point was?
e. Is the point important?
f. Change the ending.  How does this affect the importance of the tale?
In lab:

Do an internet search for the terms “active” and “passive” (in groups)
a. Compile a list of the words being used in different contexts.
b. Once the list is complete, describe connections to active and passive reading.
c. Post your response to the discussion board.



Phase Two:  Improving Your Comprehension
Research Question:   Does reading with noise hurt your reading comprehension?  Yes or no?

Part One: To Complete in Class

1.  First, by yourself, find 2 general internet sites that support your claim.
2. Next, use the library database and find 2 articles that support your claim.

To help you, here is a list of search terms that will yield the results you need.  Pick and chose as you see fit


Noise distraction reading
Reading with television
Effects of noise on reading
Reading comprehension and noise
Noise helps reading comprehension
Noise hurts reading comprehension


3. Compile a list of reasons to support your claim of yes or no.  For the purpose of this assignment, you can copy and paste the words, put them in quotation marks, and just include the link as the citation.  

4.  Come together as in pairs with one person who said yes and one person who said no.  Use SmartArt to document what you have found to support both sides (you will want to put the claims in your own words) and then develop a sentence of opinion on the matter.  You do not need to cite this information, but the sources will be on the other sheet.

5. Submit to the dropbox a document with the SmartArt and the consensus you have reached with your partner.  Also submit your individual documents that have your original claims and the citations.   Therefore, one person will submit 2 documents (the original list and the SmartArt) and the other person will submit just 1 document.  Make sure both of your names are on the SmartArt document, please.
Part Two: Extra Credit

Analyze the process of gathering information online.  Discuss your choice of the following questions:  Did you prefer the general internet search or the library databases?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of using each kind of search?  How did you approach reading a difficult article?  How did you know what was the most important information?    What kind of a sites or articles were the easiest to read?  Which were the most difficult?   What reading techniques did you use to get the information you were seeking?

Your response will go under “discussion” on D2L.  Once you have posted your response, respond to 2 of your classmates who participated in this extra credit assignment due.  All responses must be posted before the next class period to earn extra credit.  

Phase Three:  Prereading and Predicting

Use the scratch off card to answer the questions below.  You may not use your book for the first try. 3 points for the 1st try, 2 for the second, 1 for the third.

1. When you sit down to read you should start by
a. Counting  the pictures and seeing many pages you have to read
b. Beginning at the beginning and reading through the assignment
c. Pre-reading  and predicting what you expect to read
d. Starting with the questions at the end
e. Underlining as you read
2. Pre-reading includes everything below except
a. Highlighting
b. Reading the opening paragraphs
c. Noticing typographical aids
d. Reading the summary
e. Noticing the boldface type
3. When you pre-read
a. You go from heading to heading and only read those
b. If there are multiple levels of headings you only read the boldest
c. You also read the first sentence under each heading
d. Ignore the captions that are with the graphics
e. Skip the margin notes the author has put in
4. To adapt pre-reading to internet websites you should do all of the following except	
a. Read the title
b. Look at the links it includes
c. Read the sponsor or publisher
d. Look for features on the home page
e. Follow the links first
5. To pre-read a new textbook it is useful to read the preface
a. False
b. True
c. Only if it has links to internet sources
d. Only if you are really bored 
e. Only if you are going to have a test on it
6. The advantages of pre-reading include all of the following except
a. It gets you involved
b. It helps you see how the material is organized
c. It takes time
d. It allows you to focus
e. It provides a mental outline
f. 
7. [image: http://voice.paly.net/media/images/2008-01-28-img_2685.png]If you saw the heading Development of Religious Movements and another heading A comparison of Religious Movements in the 20th Century
a. You would expect all the same information in both sections
b. You would not expect any of the same information
c. You would expect the first and the second to be organized the same way, but have different information
d. You would expect the first to be organized chronologically and the second to be compare and contrast
e. You would skip it because you predicted you would be bored
8. Free association and asking questions are both
a. Useful in making connections that improve your memory of material 
b. Predicting content
c. Used in composition not reading
d. Done for textbook reading but not article reading
e. Wastes of time when you have a lot to do
9. Guide questions are most useful if you
a. Mostly use who, when and where
b. Compose  them after you read
c. Refer to details
d. Ask what, why and how
e. See them on the test
10. . To adapt pre-reading to articles and essays you
a. Read the title
b. Read the introductory passages
c. Read the conclusion
d. None o f the above
e. All of the above
http://voice.paly.net/view_story.php?id=6281

Phase Four:  Active Reading and Guide Questions
Part One:  
In a group, discuss the following, and come up with a list of at least 5 bulleted responses.
	How do you know if a website that you are considering using for academic purposes is credible?

Part Two:
Assume you were assigned to write a persuasive essay.  First, select a topic.  If you can’t think of a topic, pick one from this list:  http://www.contracosta.edu/library/guides/topics.htm

Part Three:
Write a thesis that would be the basis for your research.   For example, “Coverage of fertility treatments should be provided by health insurance companies.”

Part Four:
Do an Internet search (not the library databases) to discover sources for your paper.  Find 3 examples of sites that would be a good source and 3 examples of sites that would not be a good source.   Rely on your rationale from Part one of this assignment to make your determination.

Complete the following chart:

	Good Site (link)
	Rationale 
(at least 15 words)
	Bad Site (link)
	Rationale
(at least 15 words)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Part Five:
Using one of the websites you selected (either good or bad), “lead” a discussion on finding credible sources.  
1.  Sign up for a day to “lead” the discussion
2. Compose a discussion question based on your research into your website’s credibility.  Your question should be a higher-level thinking question that generates a variety of different “correct” responses.    To do so, refer to the Levels of Thinking in your textbook on page 35 and refer to this site: http://www.teachers.ash.org.au/researchskills/dalton.htm 
3. Post your question, including a link to your website, on the date you selected.  It will be your group’s responsibility to monitor and grade responses to your posting.
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